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Mobile payments, loT loom
as top tech trends for 2018

JIRAPAN BOONNOON
THE NATION

MOBILE payments and the Internet of things
(ToT)areshapingas the top two technology trends
that will see high growth in Thailand next year.

Thanachart Numnonda, executive director of
the IMC Institute, said these sectorsheaded alist
of eight technology trends that businesses are
watchingasthe country movesclosertowards the
Thailand 4.0 vision next year.

The institute’s findings come as the country
shifts towards a cashless society and mobile
paymentsS.

The Bank of Thailand thisyear announced the
development of a QR code-based payment sys-
tem to support retailers, with more than 1.5 mil-
lion shops in line to use the QR code system for
money transfers and other financial services next
year.

Inaddition, the governmenthas championed
the PromptPay electronic payments systemunder
a national e-payment project to boost online
transactions and mobile banking.

The moves are seen as positioning Thailand
to quicken its step towards a cashless society.

Thanachartsaid the IoT technologyand plat-
form has high potential growth, especially after
the National Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC) approved the use of

News ID: C-171122003018 (22 Nov 17/06:30)
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the 920-925 megahertz spectrum to be used for
ToT as the regulator seeks to promote the fast-
growing technology. The NBTC concluded that
the920-925MHzspectrumisthebest unlicensed
band to promote the IoT ecosystem in Thailand
as it is not under a concession.

The approval of the use of the spectrum will
enable business, farmers and manufacturers to
apply ToT technology and solutions to support
their operations. Meanwhile, a smart city proj-
ectwill use the IoT platform and solutions to lay
down infrastructure in support of the project.

“Thaisociety will be more active with ToT serv-
ices and e-payment, which is a new way to make
payment for products and services fee charges,”
said Thanachart.

“The movementof Thai I'T Industry next year
and over the next five years will be more dynam-
ic, and start-ups are still strong and competitive
in many countries.” The other six technology
trends that will be important for the country are
artificialintelligence, cloud computing, Big Data,
cyber security, blockchain systems and aug-
mented reality/ virtual reality.

Thanachart said that cloud computing will
becomeanincreasinglyimportant field of invest-
mentforenterprises. Cybersecurity and Big Data
will be particularly relevant in the areas of
telecommunications, government services and
financial services.
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BROADCASTING

TV association requests aid
measures for a third time

NANAT SUCHIVA

The Digital TV Operators Association has
doubled down on pressuring the govern-
ment to overhaul the country’s broad-
casting industry, which they say is facing
impending disaster.

The association president Suparp
Kleekachai yesterday submitted new aid
proposals to the government through
Deputy Prime Minister Visanu Krua-
ngam, but he did not disclose the details
of the proposals.

This is the third time Mr Suparp has
formally called upon the government to
support the industry. While this time he
asked for aid to be directed to the industry
as a whole, his first two calls (which have
yet to be addressed) requested aid for the
digital TV sector specifically.

“The industry needs a variety of serious
measures to help ease its financial diffi-
culties, and amend rules and regulations
to allow all broadcasters to run real busi-
ness models and suitable practices, while
allowing them to exit the business if they so
choose,” a source close to Mr Suparp said.

“All broadcast companies want some
serious measures to help ease financial dif-
ficulties — not only digital TV operators but
also cable and satellite TV operators,” Mr
Suparp said, noting that these industries
are vital to Thailand’s media.

The association submitted a proposal
last month to the Media Reform Commit-
tee to help mediate talks with the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) and the government
over state assistance to ease broadcasters’
financial burden.

The proposal last month called for the
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NBTC and the government to subsidise the
broadcasting network or multiplex (MUX)
costs due in January 2018 and to waive all
remaining licence fees starting from the
May 2018 payment.

They were also asked to expropriate
the 450-700 megahertz spectrum range
and auction it off to raise funding for the
requested subsidy.

Additionally, the association urged the
NBTC and the government to amend the
existing digital TV development roadmap,
which envisions expanding the number
of digital TV channels to 48, a number the
association deems too high.

Mr Suparp said another reason the
association submitted the proposal is to
make the government more aware of the
plight of traditional media such as TV and
print, detailing the lack of future prospects
for digital TV if financial constraints are
left unaddressed.

Unemployment and negative impactson
the country’s economy will ensue accord-
ingly, he said.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-chalater
brushed aside the association’s renewed
request, saying the issue falls under the sole
purview of the NBTC.

On this issue, NBTC secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith also insisted earlier that
itwould be difficult for the NBTC to deliver
on the association’s request, as it would
conflict with existing laws and regula-
tions, including the conditions of the digi-
tal TV licence auctions.

For the NBTC to subsidise the MUX
rental fee or even waive all remaining
licence fees, it could put the regulator at
risk of legal backlash because the action
would infringe on state benetfits, he said.
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