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NBTC lets Line Mobile off

the hook for MVNO licence

@LNE seses &

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Line Mobile will not have to apply for a
licence under the mobile virtual network
operator (MVNO) formula, according to a
resolution yesterday by the telecom regula-
tor’s board.

Line Mobile is owned and operated by
DTN, asubsidiary of Total Access Commu-
nication (DTAC). Line Mobile shares DTN’s
spectrum to provide low-cost SIM card
packages, according to the third-ranked
mobile operator.

ok -

Line Mobile received mostly good news from the regulator. PATTANAPONG HIRUNARD

1618 @ ¥ @ § SEXED

LINETV Q

In its resolution, the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) ordered Line Mobile to amend its
online registration system. Online regis-
tration violates existing regulations, which
require registration to be done at a service
point with an ID card.

Alsoyesterday, the NBTCboard ordered
Line Mobile to improve awareness of the
product’s features among its custom-
ers, many of whom may lack of essential
information about the service, said NBTC
secretary-general Takorn Tantasith.
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“Line Mobile must strictly adhere to the
order of the NBTC board, or face punish-
ment by the regulator,” Mr Takorn said.

The decision of the NBTC board came
after major mobile operators Advanced Info
Service (AIS)and True Move submitted let-
ters to the NBTC, urging the commission
to clarify whether Line Mobile can operate
withouta licence from the regulator, includ-
ing an MVNO licence.

An MVNO is mobile operator which

operates withoutits own telecom network,
butleases other’s network capacity to pro-
vide mobile services.

The NBTC set up the panel to scrutinise
Line Mobile's operation in September. After
talking with representatives of Line Mobile
and considering the service's commercial
advertising, online operations and sub-
scription model, the panel submitted its
report to NBTC yesterday.

DTN pays a royalty fee to Line Thai-
land, but the company declined to disclose
details of the payment.

More importantly, Line Mobile insists
that the government will still receive
appropriate licensing payments, since all
revenues of Line Mobile will be transferred
to DTN, which holds a mobile licence from
the NBTC.

The arrival of Line Mobile drew atten-
tion because of its low tariffs, and the abil-
ity to use Line Messenger, Line Calls, Line
Video Calls and Line TV without using
data quota.

In another development, the NBTC's
board has yet to approve the partmership
model between TOT and DTAC on TOT’s
2300-megahertz spectrum, saying TOT
must disclose more details to the NBTC
next Monday.

A source at the NBTC said the partner-
ship deal may be delayed since the com-
mission would prefer for TOT to use the
2300-MHz via broadband wireless access
technology or fixed-link networks, rather
than add 4G and roaming capacity to
DTAC’s network.
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NBTC ASKS TOT TO
CLARIFY SERVICE PLAN

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission's
(NBTC) panel overseeing the tele-
coms sectoris calling in TOT to clari-
fy the state agency's plan to use its
2.3GHz spectrum band to provide
services under a partnership with
Total Access Communication’s
(DTAC) subsidiary DTAC TriNet.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said the panel had doubts
on some details of the plan, which
TOT will be asked to explain on
November 27.

After the TOT clarification, the
panel will make an assessment and
present its opinion to the NBTC
board for consideration on
December 6.

InMay, TOT selected DTAC as its
business partner for providing 4G
serviceson TOT’s 2300MHz spec-
trum. As part of the proposal, DTAC
TriNet has offered TOT an annual
fixed payment of Bt4.51 billion with
certain conditions.
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Digital TV
operators have
urged the state to
invoke Section 44
to tackle the
sector’s financial
difficulties.
PATTARACHAI
PREECHAPANICH

Digital TV players seek Section 44 solution

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Association of Digital TV Operators
has once again urged the government to
invoke Section 44 to accelerate the indus-
try’s reform and provide timely financial
relief to terrestrial digital TV operators.

In a public forum held yesterday by
Chulalongkorn University, the associa-
tion called on the state to revise the existing
broadcasting laws and regulations to reflect
the fast-changing broadcasting ecosystem.

The revisions are critical to enable oper-
ators to continue their business, but will not
be implemented in time under a normal
legal framework, said association president
Suphap Kleekachai.

Mr Suphap said the seminarwas a public
forum to raise awareness of the industry’s
need for government support.

“Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha
indirectly acknowledged the association’s
need for help, but the association has to
clarify the source of the problem,” he said.

Previously, the association submitted its
proposal via Deputy Prime Minister Visanu
Krua-ngam, asking for help to ease the situ-
ation in two main categories.

The association first requested the elimi-
nation of broadcasting networks rental fee
or MUX (which is due in January 2018), as
well as to waive the remaining licence pay-
ments after the May 2018 payment, and to
allow operators to exit the business. These

www.ignewsclip.com

are the most urgent requests, according
the association.

Next, the association, along with other
related broadcasting associations, asked
the National Legislative Assembly (NLA)
to review the frequency allocation law and
the Broadcasting Act of 2008.

Mr Suphap said the prime minister
should address the urgent needs of the
association and amend the laws to help
the broadcasting and telecom sectors keep
pace with the convergence era.

“The failure of the terrestrial digital TV
business was caused by a six month delay of
free set-top-box distribution to viewers, the
impractical capacity of the MUX network
and an oversupply of channels,” he said.

“It’s too late and useless for the NBTC
and TV operators to blame each other. We
need to move forward [and tackle] the situ-
ation,” said Mr Suphap.

He said the current ecosystem will
also be impacted by other fast-changing
broadcasting platforms, in particular
by social media networks like YouTube
and Facebook.

“Even if there were no broadcasting
license bidding and annual fee payments,
I think it would be hard to find new players
toinvestin new TV stations in the country,”
said Mr Suphap.

Itis only reasonable that the government
allow existing digital TV operators to exit
from the business as they have already paid

News ID: C-171123001047 (23 Nov 17/05:31)
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a combined 34 billion, more than twice the
NBTC's original 15 billion target. Moreover,
the NBTC failed to distribute set-top-boxes
as planned, he said.

Sorajak Kasemsuvan, a lecturer at
the Faculty of Law at Chulalongkorn
University, said the NBTC had failed to
create public awareness of “real digital
TV technology.” The terrestrial digital
TV switchover roadmap does not only
include auctions and distribution of set-
top-boxes, but also the continuous creation
of public awareness.

The number of TV users in the UK
dropped only 25% after the digital TV trans-
formation, he said.

Khemmathat Paladesh, president of
MCOT, said existing laws and the regula-
tor’s authority are handicapping the digital
TV industry.

Pana Thongmeearkom, a lecturer at the
university’s Faculty of Mass Communica-
tion, said supporting digital TV operators
is critical, since they have a large influ-
ence on the domestic economy, society
and culture.
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