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Headline: TOT readies backup plan for DTAC deal
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TECHNOLOGY

BACKUP OPTION

TOT will move ahead with a second plan for
its 2300-megahertz spectrum if the DTAC
deal isn’t approved by next June. B3

TOT readies backup plan for DTAC deal

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

State telecom enterprise TOT will move
ahead with a second plan to use the
2300-megahertz spectrum if approval of its
partnership with Total Access Communi-
cation (DTAC) is not granted by next June.
The second plan includes installation of
400 base stations to provide TOT’s own fixed
broadband service via the 2300MHz band
and calling for the telecom regulator to let
TOT-DTAC provide service on a trial basis
while the deal’s approval is pending.
Requesting approval from the telecom
regulator for the service on a trial basis is
easier than for a commercial basis because
it only requires the approval of the regula-
tor, while consent from the State Enterprise

Policy Commission (superboard) or the
Office of the Attorney-General (OAG) is
not necessary, said TOT president Mon-
chai Noosong.

Under the plan, TOT has set a budget of
more than 400 million baht for installing
its own fixed broadband base stations, but
it has yet to start implementing the plan
because it needs to wait for investment by
DTACunder the partnership deal to partially
develop TOT's fixed broadband service.

“If all official approval processes are set-
tled on time, TOT will move ahead on our
second plan by June 2018,” MrMonchai said.

Hesaid the trial-basis service would gen-
erate lower benefits to TOT, and as a tempo-
rary deal it would have to request periodical
renewal every three or six months.
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In 2015, the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
gave TOT permission to use its 2300MHz
spectrum until 2025, with the proviso
that TOT must submit a business model
for approval.

Earlier this year, TOT selected DTAC as
its partner for 4G services on the state tel-
ecom’s 2300MHz spectrum after six months
of intense competitive bidding among the
three big mobile operators.

TOT and DTAC jointly finished the
draft partnership contract in September
and submitted the draft to the NBTC for
approval. TOT also submitted the draft to
the superboard and the OAG in September
for consideration.

NBTC's telecom committee has yet to

approve the partnership draft, saying TOT
must clarify details about the technology to
be used for transmission and connectivity.

TOT's president held a news conference
vesterday to affirm that the TOT-DTAC
partnership is in full compliance with the
NBTC's technical conditions.

Mr Monchai noted that in December
2015 the NBTC allowed TOT to develop
service on the 2300MHz via LTE technol-
ogy, in line with the frequency standard of
Broadband Wireless Access (BWA) under
the International Telecommunication Union
(ITU), and also let TOT provide voice, data
and multimedia.

He said that under the ITU'’s definition,
BWA uses wireless means to connect to
end-users.
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