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Cheaper spectrum urged

ff d bl spectrum pricing
A Or a e“rillbetheway
forward for Thailand’s digital society, says
Alasdair Grant, head of Asia-Pacific at the
GSM Association (GSMA).

Mobile communication is an inte-
gral part of everyday life in Thailand,
and mobile broadband is critical to
the growth and development of both
the technology sector and the overall
economy.

Whether creating new businesses and
e-commerce opportunities or improving
the delivery of education, healthcare and
financial services, mobile broadband is
the backbone of the Thailand 4.0 vision,
Mr Grant said.

GSMA represents the interests of
mobile operators worldwide, uniting
nearly 800 operators with more than
250 companies in the broader mobile
ecosystem, including handset and device
makers, software firms, equipment pro-
viders and internet companies.

To continue supplying an even better,
faster service to more people, mobile
operators need access to additional
spectrum. In recognition of this need,
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) will
auction new 1800- and 900-megahertz
spectrum licences in 2018.

To ensure the auction delivers the best
long-term outcome for Thailand, the
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rules must be set to pave the way for the
most efficient allocation of the available
spectrum, Mr Grant said.

Ensuring that there is sufficient availa-
ble spectrum and setting the appropriate
reserve price is critical. Without sufficient
spectrum, networks become congested.
Instead of improving data speeds, the
network could slow to a crawl or even
grind to a halt, and businesses will be
unable to develop new services for Thai
citizens, Mr Grant said.

At present, the wireless industry in
Thailand uses 320MHz of spectrum. Put
in an international context, this is about
half the amount of spectrum used in a
typical EU country and is on a par with
Bangladesh.

Setting the reserve price for the
spectrum too high is likely to discourage
participation. At worst this would leave
vital, in-demand spectrum unsold, or at
best it would artificially increase the final
price paid, which risks reducing network
investment, Mr Grant said.

The NBTC is proposing to set the
reserve price at 2-3 times the reserve
price for the 2015-16 auctions.

The GSMA has found that countries
with lower spectrum costs have high-
er-quality networks and higher uptake
of next-generation data services. This is
particularly important for Thailand as it
engages in digital ransformation.
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