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HAVE YOUR SAY

A history lesson for
those who fear China
is ‘colonising’ Thailand

I agree with letter-writers who
say that right now we need only nor-
mal-speed trains with standard-
gauge tracks — which can be upgrad-
ed to high speed later. The planned
Bangkok-Korat route will not earn
enough income to cover the invest-
ment of nearly Bt200 billion - in
fact it won't even pay for the Bt12-
million daily interest on the project’s
loan.

1 disagree, however, with those
who accuse the Chinese of exploiting
the joint project, without any evi-
dence. The Chinese have been com-
ing to Thailand to trade for a millen-
nium - without ever colonising our
country. The French and British,
meanwhile, arrived here just a few
centuries ago and promptly
colonised Indochina, Malaysia and
Burma and also robbed Thailand of
some of its land. The Japanese also

News ID: C-171227003098 (27 Dec 17/06:08)
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=exc 0ld Irack routes
= High speed train rwrﬂ )

partially colonised Thailand and
printed our banknotes for their own
use, while the Americans “rented”
our land to build air bases and send
planes to bomb our neighbours.
Prasan Stianrapapongs

Customers paying the price of murky
dealing in Thai telecom sector

After winning the auction for 4G mobile
frequency licences in 2015, AIS and True
are now demanding an extension to their
payment deadline - effectively a rebate. If
granted, this would distort competition,
since there was another bidder at the 4G
auction, which withdrew when the price
got too high. How fair is it to Dtac if True
and AIS are now allowed to delay payment
of their four-year concession fee? Changing
the rules of the game yet allowing the two

firms to keep the frequencies is laughable.
If Dtac knew a big rebate was coming, it
might have continued bidding and won! By
changing the rules retrospectively, the state
would distort that competition again, as it
did in previous auctions. And with AIS and
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True now joining together to seek this ben-
efit, are we not witnessing a cartel in
action?

The Thai telecom sector must be one of
the most dishonest and unfair in the busi-
ness field. Remember the previous joke of
auctions with fixed prices - and one adjust-
ed after True’s demands? Then this trou-
blemaker polluted the business environ-
ment with a fight over partial foreign own-
ership in one of the two companies. Even
worse came during Thaksin Shinawatra’s
much-admired democratic administration,
which unashamedly awarded big economic
benefits to his own telecom company, AIS,
enabling it to grow faster and bigger. The
Thai telecom sector appears to be one long
saga of dishonesty and distortion of com-
petition, with a real whiff of nationalism.

And there are more problems brewing.

With such a rapid expansion of their cus-
tomer base, do the two companies now
have sufficient money to build modern
technical infrastructure capable of serving
customers with clear and fast lines for talk
and data? Is there any independent body
out there to measure and check if signals
are as required?

If AIS and True get their payback exten-
sion, they will have more money for the
coming auction. The Thai state is relieving
them of paying the price for their former
failure while at the same time penalising
Dtac over its decision to drop out of the
auction to save money. Extending the pay-

back will likely mean more
state-aided distortion of com-
petition at the coming auc-
tion.

It appears that the hon-
ourable Dtac is ever the loser
against two aggressive com-
petitors who appear to have
influential friends able to
adjust auction conditions and
who knows, delay deals, such
as on the cooperation between
TOT and Dtac - which
authorities never seem to
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finalise. Why? Is the foreign
owner in question here of the
wrong kind to successfully
deal with a Thai and Thai-
Chinese business environment and state
bodies involved?
A Johnsen
Prachuap KhiriKhan

Palestinian chaos has undermined
their just claim to East Jerusalem

Re: “Gracious change of heart?”, Have Your Say,
Decemnber 25.

Paul expresses his “shock” that I criti-
cised Palestinian behaviour yet also recog-
nised the Muslim and Arab character of
East Jerusalem. But these two ideas are not
contradictory. I do believe in Palestinian
rights, including their right to a state of
their own with East Jerusalem (except the
Jewish holy sites) as its capital. While the
current Israeli government is incapable of
and indeed unwilling to strike a deal, claim-
ing there is no partner for peace on the
Arab side, the Palestinians have done noth-
ing to create any confidence-building to
refute that very claim.

A pertinent and relevant question about

Jerusalem is why it did not become the
Palestinian capital between 1948 and 1967
while it was under Arab (Jordanian) rule.
But blaming Israel is always the answer to
any such question.

Paul also takes issue with my worries
regarding Muslim extremism, claiming that
it might not be “inherent” to Islam. Only an
ignoramus would say that: the idea of jihad
- holy war - is one of the five pillars of the
Muslim faith. The blame game in this case
may be futile, but one of the main scourges
of the modern era is terrorism.

Andy Leitner

Trump lit the fuse but Israelis
are suffering the explosion
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A Palestiian demonstrator sets the US

flag alight in a protest against President Donald Trump’s

decision to officially recognise Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.

From Facebook

(www.facebook.com/NationNews)

1.1 billion reasons to thank
the marathon man

Re: “Toon beats his target while transforming his

own standing in society”, The Nation, yesterday.
Couldn’t have ended on a better note!

Congrats!

=# TonyMeechai

T
NS

. ,-‘f'-v.n?'l J .'jj

supporters!
# Daranee Sengsakdi

Thank you to Khun Toon and all the

Awesome!
Glenn Marshall

As a neutral observer and historian, I
cannot help but point out another absurdi-
ty regarding the always absurd Middle
East issue. It was President Trump who
announced the American recognition of
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, triggering
impotent Islamic fury, yet for some reason
it is Israel that is getting all the blame for
this. This is proven by the vicious riots in
the West Bank and Gaza targeting Israel,
as well as the world media’s blaming of
Israel for its capital being recognised.

The false blame comes as no surprise,
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since being anti-Israel is trendy, but the
irony in this development cannot be
ignored. Israel has done nothing to arouse
anger, other than cast its vote at the UN
and allow its ambassador to make another
speech in his broken English. But still the
world is up in arms against Israel (as well
as Trump). One cannot in all fairness sin-
gle out the Israelis for their pervasive siege
mentality and their extreme right-wing
government’s intransigence.

With Guatemala on course to move its
embassy to Jerusalem, it seems that
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Trump will not be alone after all.
Dr Andras Kanos
Budapest

Palestinians are barred from Israeli
hospitals under apartheid system

Re: “Israel's humanitarian treatment of Muslims
extends even to terrorists”, Have Your Say, yes-
terday.

Fact check: Palestinians in the West
Bank and Gaza do NOT have access to
Israel’s national healthcare system. Most
of them are dependent on United Nations
food aid, and their movement is severely
restricted as part of Israel’s apartheid
scheme.

SamKhoury
Bangkok

Jerusalem move has cost more
than a dozen lives already

Andy Leitner is not telling the truth
when he says that all Palestinians have
adequate healthcare in Israel. I urge read-
ers to google “WHO: Launch of right to
health in Palestine” and learn the truth.

While I'm at it, a few years ago the
Israeli human rights group B'Tselem
admitted that none of the Palestinian chil-
dren who were being slaughtered by the
Israeli Defence Force were threatening
anyone’s life.

Finally, those who supported Trump’s
announcement to move the US Embassy to
Jerusalem are responsible for the death of
the 15 Palestinians (so far) who have been
murdered by the Israelis as a result.
EricBahrt
Chiang Mai

Send us your views
in an instant!

E-mail your opinion, with “Letters to the
Editor” in the subject box, to:
letters@nationgroup.com
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