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Regulator delays planned 850MHz bid

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
will suspend the auction of 10MHz of
bandwidth on the 850MHz spectrum
(upload and download).

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general
of the NBTC, said the agency will sus-
pend its auction plan for the 850MHz
band by June this year.

The 850MHz spectrum band is
part of Total Access Communication
(DTAC)’s concession, due to expire in
September 2018.

Mr Takorn said the regulator is

News ID: C-180119001014 (19 Jan 18/06:10)
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concerned about interference with
communication signals between
DTAC’s 850MHz slot and an adjacent
slot NBTC allocated earlier as a radio
communication signal for the govern-
ment’s high-speed railway project.

“It is too harmful to allocate the
850MHz spectrum for mobile service,
even though there has not been signal
interference between the 850MHz and
the adjacent slot yet,” he said.

Mr Takorn said the move to suspend
the auction and redesign the spectrum
slots for the 1800MHz auction will be
submitted to committee on Jan 25 for
approval and to the board on Jan 31.
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NBTC expands auction to nine blocks

Bandwidth slots
tripled to meet needs

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The telecom regulator says it will triple
the number of bandwidth slots for the
planned auction of the 1800-megahertz
spectrumto nine blocks to attract bids from
more companies.

The revision came after the auction draft
underwent a public hearinglast December,
aimed at encouraging bidding competition,
said Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC).

“We believe nine slots for the 1800MHz
auctionwill better meet the particular needs
of each bidder than the original three-
licence scheme,” said Mr Takorn, who is
also head of the NBTC panel working on the
drafts of the 850- and 1800MHz auctions.

NBTC plans to auction 10MHz of band-
width on the 850MHz spectrum and 90MHz
of bandwidth on the 1800MHz spectrum
this year. The original auction drafts were
approved by NBTC’s board and underwent
apublic hearing in December.

The 1800- and 850MHz spectrum ranges
are operated by Total Access Communica-
tion (DTAC) under a concession of state-
owned enterprise CAT Telecom, which will
expire on Sept 30 this year.

Mr Takorn agreed that the 1800MHz
spectrum auction revisions in question are

in accordance with the opinions proposed
by telecom operators in the public hearing.

“Ten telecom operators, including the
major three mobile operators [AIS, True
Move and DTAC], asked the NBTC to design
an auction with a variety of spectrum block

sizes to meet the different needs of each
bidder,” he said.

The amended draft will be submitted to
NBTC's telecom committee for approval
next week before being forwarded to the
NBTC board for endorsement.

The request of telecom operators is rea-
sonable because by dividing the bandwidth
into nine blocks, a variety of spectrum block
sizes will be created, resulting in more com-
petition in the bidding, Mr Takorn said.

Mobile operators that won the previous
4G auctions in 2015 are still burdened by
the remaining payments on their licences.

Mobile leader Advanced Info Service
(AIS) and second-ranked True Move
each secured a 4G licence on the 900- and
1800MHz auctions in 2015,

“Some bidders may just need to acquire
one or two of the nine slots under the
revised condition,” Mr Takorn said.

AIS and True Move recently asked the
government to invoke Section 44 to ease
their financial strains by extending their
900MHz 4G licence payment terms, which
amount to 60 billion baht each, that were
originally scheduled for 2019.

The request would extend the last pay-
ment date from 2019 to 2023 and require
the companies to pay instalments over five
years, plusinterest. The government has yet
to decide whether it will invoke Section 44
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to ease the companies’ financial burden.

AIS wonits 900MHz licence for 75.65 bil-
lion baht, while True Move secured its own
for 76.29 billion. Each company already
paid two licence payment terms: 8.04 bil-
lion baht in 2016 and 4.02 billion in 2017.

DTAC wasthe only one of the three oper-
ators that failed to secure a licence during
the 2015 4G auction.

“If there was a single qualified bidder,

then the NBTC would only auction three
slots [30MHz],” Mr Takorn said. “If there
were two qualified bidders, four [40MHz]
would be auctioned, and if there were three
qualified bidders, six [60MHz] would be
auctioned. If there are four or more quali-
fied bidders, then the NBTC would auction
all nine slots.”

All other conditions of the planned
1800MHz auction remain unchanged, he
said, including the one that states that
reserve prices will be based on the win-
ning bids of the 2015 4G auction.

Under the existing auction draft, the bid-
ding reserve price is setat 37.45 billion baht
(for 30MHz of bandwidth).

If the amended draft is approved, the
reserve price of the 10MHz slot will be
reduced to 12.4 billion baht, in accord-
ance with the winning prices of the 2015
4G auction.
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NBTC favours
changes to
spectrum auctions

SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) will
propose to its board that it consider suspending
a planned auction of a 900 megahertz (MHz)
licence and auction nine 1800MHz licences,
instead of the originally planned three licences.

NBTC secretary general Takorn Tantasith
said this week that he would propose these two
major changes in the planned auctions of both
spectra to the NBTC subcommittee on telecom
affairs for consideration on January 25 and to
the NBTC board for consideration on January
3L

He said that the proposed suspension of the
auction for the 900MHz licence reflected the
feedback from thosewhoattended arecenthear-
ing on the NBTC’s plans to auction these two
spectra. Some in attendance voiced concerns
over a possible jam in signals between this
900MHz band and the 900MHz band that is
planned to be used for proposed high-speed train
services.

The watchdog has split the 10MHz band-
width of the 900MHz spectrum into 5MHz for
auction to offer atelecom service and therestfor
providing a communications system for use in
the country's planned high-speed train system.

For the 1800MHz auction, Takorn will pro-
pose that a total of 45MHz of the 1800MHz
spectrum bedivided into ninelicences each con-
taining 5MHz bandwidth for auction.

Originally, the NBTC divided the 45MHz
bandwidth ofthe 1800MHz spectrum into three
licences each with 15MHz bandwidth.

He said that the proposed switch to nine
licenceswasin line with the ideas of the telecom
operators aired at the recent public hearing on
the planned auctions of the 900MHz and
1800MHzspectra. Most of these operators sug-
gested that the split of the 1800MHz spectrum
into nine licences would enable the bidders to
grabtheamount of bandwidth that fit with their
actual needs and reflected that the different oper-
ators had varying requirements.

The original starting price for bids on the
1800MHz spectrum with 15MHz is Bt37.457
billion per licence.

Takorn said that the price of a 1800 MHz
licence with 5 MHz should be equal to the cal-
culation of dividing Bt37.457 billion by three, or
Bt12.485 billion per licence.
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DIGITAL SPLASH
The government is set to invest B20bn in
infrastructure projects in fiscal 2018 as part
of its ambitious digital development plan. B5
TECHNOLOGY

B20bn slated for digital plan

Infrastructure, legal
development targeted

CHATRUDEE THEPARAT

The government is set to invest 20 billion
baht in infrastructure projects in fiscal
2018 as part of its ambitious digital devel-
opment plan.

Digital Economy and Society (DE) Min-
ister Pichet Durongkaveroj said that in
fiscal 2018 the government is committed to
implementing an intensive programme for
digital development, targeting both vital
infrastructure development and improv-
ing laws.

“Combined spending fromvarious state
agencies should amount to 20 billion baht
this fiscal year, with the DE Ministry to
invest 6 billion,” he said.

Mr Pichet said the largest project is
big data system development and integra-
tion, whereby each ministry is required
to set up their own system, with the DE
Ministry investing in a big data centre and
cloud service.

Total investment has not yet been
decided upon.

The ministry expects 2-3 billion baht
to be spent this year by CAT Telecom on

an international broadband network and
submarine cables.

Mr Pichet said the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunication Commission
also plans to invest 3 billion baht this
year to finish construction of the broad-
band network to cover all villages nation-
wide, enabling communities to sell their
local products online.

Digital is one of six core areas the gov-
ernment set as its national development
strategy this year, aiming to help raise the
country’s competitiveness and make it a

MEET the PRESS

developed nation in 20 years.

Other areas are farming, services, tour-
ism, entrepreneurship and logistics.

The six strategies have already
been approved by a committee tasked
with developing a national strategy to
strengthen the country’s competitiveness,
chaired by Sathit Limpongphan.

Deputy Prime Minister Somkid Jatus-
ripitak early this month called a meeting of
related state agencies such as TOT Plc, CAT
Telecom Plc, the DE Ministry, the Finance
Ministry, the Science and Technology

Ministry and the Board of Investment to
speed up the working processes.

He also ordered TOT to accelerate the
development of the nationwide internet
broadband system.

Mr Somkid has tasked related agen-
cies with linking internet broadband to
villages, schools and public health centres
in a bid to lift the quality oflife and educa-
tion in remote areas.

The Commerce Ministry was also
instructed to assist community shops to
make use of internet broadband to sell
their products online, while the DE Min-
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Mr Pichet speaks
at yesterday’s Meet
the Press event. He
said combined
spending from
various state
agencies should
amount to 20
billion baht this
fiscal year.

istry was ordered to speed up the 5-billion-
baht submarine cable scheme.

The World Economic Forum'’s global
competitiveness report for 2017-18
released last September ranked Thai-
land 32nd out of 137 countries in com-
petitiveness, up two notches, thanks to
improvements in infrastructure, the mac-
roeconomic environment, health and edu-
cation development, market efficiency,
financial market development and tech-
nological readiness.

Thailand ranked third among nine
Asean countries after Singapore (third)
and Malaysia (23rd). Indonesia ranked
36th, Brunei 46th, Vietham 55th, the
Philippines 56th, Cambodia 94th and
Laos 98th.
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