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Seven firms to sponsor Cup broadcast

Magnificent Seven come to fans’ rescue

Public and private firms form partnership to acquire Russia 2018 TV rights for Thailand

PHOTO: AFP

TOR CHITTINAND

»The doubts hanging over the live
broadcast of the 2018 World Cup
matches have been cast aside as seven
private companies and state enter-
prises joined hands to buy the rights.
Sakol Wannapong, governor of the
Sports Authority of Thailand, held a
meeting with the seven yesterday.

They are King Power Interna-
tional, CP All, Thai Beverage, PTT,
Gulf Energy Development, Bangkok
Mass Transit System (BTS) and Gov-
ernment Lottery Office.

King Power will lead the group in
talks with the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) and world football’s gov-
erning body Fifa, Sakol said.

News ID: C-180120001087 (20 Jan 18/07:46)
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The broadcast rights cost about
1.3 billion baht and the seven will
invest equally.

Live matches will be shown on
three free TV channels, according to
the SAT governor.

“They are ready to help so that
Thai people can enjoy watching the
matches live,” Sakol said.

“They have nominated King Power
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A video screen
shows 2018 World
& Cup mascot

' Zabivaka on the
Manezhnaya
' Square outside the
Kremlin in
Moscow.
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to coordinate with the NBTC.”

Sakol said King Power was given
the job because it has experience in
international football as it owns Eng-
lish Premier League team Leicester
City and Belgian second division
side OHL.

He said his agency will try to
tind ways to help the sponsors with
tax reduction.

All World Cup matches have been
televised live in Thailand since the
1990 finals.

The 2018 World Cup will be held in
Russia from June 14-July 15.

Meanwhile, this year’s World Cup
could be an “attractive target” for
Islamic State given Russia’s role in the
territorial defeat of the militant group,
the UK-based analysis firm, IHS, said.

“A successful attack [in Russial
would provide a tremendous propa-
ganda boost for the Islamic State and
its fighters and supporters, underlin-
ing the ongoing international threat
posed by the group despite its territo-
rial defeat,” an [HS report said.

The participation of the national
teams of Saudi Arabia and Iran in the
tournament provided an even greater
incentive for the group to target it, the
report said.

Despite losing all territory in Iraq
and Syria by November last year, the
group claimed major attacks in Istan-
bul, London, Manchester, Barcelona
and Tehran, killing dozens of civil-
ians. It targeted the Muslim holy city
of Medina, in Saudi Arabia, in 2016.

Attacks claimed by Islamic State
rose slightly in 2017, to more than
4,500, despite its territorial losses,
but fatalities from the attacks dropped
by two-fifths compared with 2016 to
about 6,500, the IHS said.

“As it came under growing terri-
torial pressure, Islamic State transi-
tioned back to insurgent operations,
conducting a higher tempo of low
intensity violence against security
forces and non-state adversaries
in areas newly recaptured from the
group” in Iraq and Syria, said Matthew
Henman, head of IHS Jane'’s Terror-
ism and Insurgency Center, in the
report. BANGKOK POST/REUTERS
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King Power to organise funding
for World Cup broadcast fees

TheKing Power International Group has been
identified as the main sponsor of free broadcasting
in Thailand of the 2018 World Cup Finalsin Russia.

Sports Authority of Thailand governor Sakon

Wannapong said the duty-free retail chain had
been chosen to organise the process dueto its
expertise in the foothall business. The company’s
chairman, Vichai Srivaddhanaprabha, is the chair-
man of English Premier League's Leicester City,
while his son Aiyawatt if the chairman of Belgian
division2's OH Leuven.

CP All, ThaiBev, Ptt Public Company Limited,
Bangkok Mass Transit Systemor BTS, the
Government Lottery Office and Energy
Development Company are the other organisations
which will equally share the licence costs to broad-
cast the June 14-July 15 World Cup in Thailand.

Sakon said the seven bodies would convene to
discuss their financial obligations.

They would also decide which free TV stations,
likely to be on digital platforms, would broadcast all
64 games from the group stages until the final.

It isexpected that the total fees to be paid for
broadcasting licences would be around Bt12-14 bil-
lion, meaning each organisation would fork out
around Bt170-200 million. Under the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission NBCT regulations in 2012, only free TV
stations are allowed to broadcast major sport
eventssuch as the Southeast Asia Games, Asian
Games, Olympics and World Cup.
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