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ITEL aims to realise B1.4bn

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

SET-listed Interlink Telecom (ITEL) is
aiming for 1.4 billion baht in revenue this
year, up 40% from last year, thanks to its
project backlog worth 24 billion.

The company is willing to bid for the
second phase of the 18-billion-baht USO
broadband project, scheduled for auctionin
March. The companyis confident it can win
bids for some parts of the project, said man-
aging director Nuttanai Anuntarumporn.

The first phase of the USO Net project
was auctioned by the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) last year, covering 3,920 villages.
ITEL secured the rights to part of the project
covering central and southern provinces,
with a winning bid of 1.8 billion baht.

The USO Net project generated 250 mil-
lion bahtin revenue last year and is forecast
to provide 517 million in 2018.

The NBTC plans to expand the USO Net
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project through its second phase to serve
the government’s policy to eliminate the
digital divide in remote areas.

“For the second phase, ITEL aims to grab
part of the project, worth 3 billion baht, as
the scheme requires seamless connectivity
in the first phase,” he said.

Mr Nuttanai said the company operates
in three core business areas: telecom net-
work rental service for fibre-optics (data
communication service); installation
service for telecom networks; and data
centre management.

“Installation service for telecom net-
working is a core earner for the company,”
he said.

Mr Nuttanai said the company expects
revenue from its data communication ser-
vice will contribute 80% of total revenue by
2023, up from 60%.

ITEL is expanding capacity for its data
centre hosting system to serve high growth
demand from local enterprises.
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DJI sees travellers as a potential customer segment for drones. Small farms and infrastructure projects are also possible drone users.

DJI homing
in on drone
consumers

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

DJI, aChinese drone maker, is expanding its
footprint in Thailand to tap into the growing
consumer drone market.

“Outside China, Thailand is a top-five
market in terms of consumer enthusi-
asm for drone technology, in addition
to Japan, South Korea, Hong Kong and
Australia,” said Kevin On, DJI's director
for communication.

Thailand is a huge potential marketas it
has a strong economy with tech-savvy con-
sumers, and a significant portion of people
lead a selfie-addicted lifestyle, he said.

In Thailand, DJIis focused on three mar-

kets: consumers, agriculture and construc-
tion, said Mr On.

In the consumer market, travellers who
love to take pictures and share their experi-
ences are a target market.

Thailand also has many small farms that
can use drones to spray fertilisers or pesti-
cides faster and more safely than humans.

Construction is a huge potential market
because of heavy investment in govern-
ment infrastructure projects such as rail-
way construction projects, and drones can
improve inspections and surveys.

He said Thai developers and entre-
preneurs could adopt its software devel-
opment kit to develop applications for
commercial use.

“They can be drone service providers for
farms, or apply drone services in wedding
photo packages. They can use drones for
image-based counting or scanning prod-
ucts in warehouses,” said Mr On.

In order to capitalise on the growing
opportunity, DJI is offering a “new pilot
programme” with 1-2 hours of free test
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drone flights to educate consumers and
ensure they know to use drones safely.

The company recently introduced the
Mavic Air ultra foldable portable camera.
Weighing 430 grammes, the drone can be
controlled by human gestures within a
WiFi radius of 80 metres without remote
controls.

Equipped with 4K video and a 12-meg-
apixel camera, and priced at 30,000
baht, the Mavic Air is suitable for profes-
sional consumers.

“Drones are an emerging segment, with
more room to grow in both consumer and
enterprise markets,” he said.

Prices are becoming more affordable,
with entry-level drones selling for US$499
(15,747 baht), falling from $1,400 three
years ago.

Mr Onsaid drones will evolve to become
more portable and smarter, with more
powerful processors and machine learn-
ing capabilities.

However, he said the move by global
e-commerce giants Alibaba and JD.com
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to use drones for home delivery is not a
focus area for DJI as drones have limitations
interms of battery life and aerial regulation.

“The industry may need at least 3-5
years for e-commerce delivery by drones
inurban areas,’ said Mr On.

He also foresees theregistration of
drones by the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC), similar to regulation in
other countries.

However, he said the regulator needs
to ensure the registration process is easy
for users.

Synnex Plc is one of DJI's distributors
that provides registration for users and
after-sales services for one year.

According to the NBTC, some 50,000
drones are expected to be imported into
the country.
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