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Headline: 11 agencies team up to tackle youth online gambling
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11 agencies team
up to tackle youth
online gambling

THE NATION

YOUTH ATTRACTED to online gambling
during the 2018 World Cup football tour-
nament are the early focus of a collabora-
tive effort being planned by 11 state agen-
cies and civil groups that yesterday signed
a memorandum of understanding (MoU)

Dr Kittisak Klabdee, an adviser to the
Public Health Minister, voiced concerns
that the World Cup would bring with it
potentially harmtful products that would
attract children and youth to gambling.

He referred to a report from the
Department of Mental Health that showed
their1323 Hotline hasbeen flooded during
big sport matches with calls from parents
about youths who were trapped in gam-
bling debt.

“Newtechnologies make gambling prod-
ucts and opportunities more accessible in
our environments. I've been informed that
there areabout 213,000 Internet gambling
websites and many of them are accessible
in Thailand,” said Kittisak, who presided
over the MoU signing ceremony.

“In2015, it was reported that more than
52 per centofthe Thai population -27.4 mil-
lion people — were gamblers. Some 3 mil-
lion children and youthwere found involved
in the gambling industry, and more than
270,000 of them admitted to being addict-
ed to gambling,” said Kittisak.

The 11 agencies that signed the MoU
were: Education Ministry, Ministry of
Culture, Department of Provincial
Administration, Department of Children
and Youth, Department of Mental Health,
the Office of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission, the
Royal Thai Police, Thai Health Promotion
Foundation, Thai Media Fund, Children
and Youth Council of Thailand, and
Thailand Youth Institute.

Under the MoU, allthe 11 agencies will
work together to prevent and minimise
harm related to online gambling in four
dimensions: increase public communi-
cation and social awareness of online
gambling; promote and support produc-
tion of knowledge related to the dangers
of gambling and also promote children
and youth’s activities in gambling pre-
vention, and encourage law enforcement
to suppress Internet gambling. The final
step is to help those who are trapped in
gambling.
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ABOUT Politics

An aspiring politician has been stirring great fanfare with his musings < Whether the PDRC will be resurrected as a new
political entity remains a mystery < The race for contestants to gain a seat on the NBTC is hotting up

Thanathorn: Joining ‘Iike-mind-ed people’

Young bloods
in the spotlight

pplications opened a week ago with

only the names of a few political groups,
which are scrambling to register themselves
as parties, managing to excite political
observers so far.

However, a great deal of fanfare appears
to have been generated by a “young blood”
political aspirant who has notyet applied for
party registration.

Political experts have typically given the
breakdown of political parties at the point of
registration: the offshoot entities of the old-
guard parties in existence, those merely bent
on basking in the media publicity of having
their names mentioned in the press with no
true intention of running a party, and those
whose members have left or been kicked out
by other parties and are now taking control
of their own political destiny.

Some have advertised themselves as the
vehicles of the new generation of voters only
to see their cover blown when itwas found the
partystring pullers were familiar veteran poli-
ticians packing years of political experience.

This time around, though, a group of pro-
fessionals in their late 30s are preparing to
jump into the fray.

They have vowed to shake up the status
quo and offer a breath of fresh air to young
voters.

Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit, the

Thani: Yet to apply for party registration

39-year-old executive vice-president of
auto parts maker Thai Summit Group,
said he was teaming up with like-minded
people of his age, including well-known law
expert Piyabutr Saengkanokkul of Thamma-
sat University, who thrive on the conviction
they can change the way politics is run in
this country.

He has outlined how he envisages his
new party, should be decide to set one up,
will work.

It would introduce radical changes from
the inside out.

He said it would not be owned by a
single person.

It would borrow money, interest-free,
from supporters and part of its finances
would also come from the Election Com-
mission’s subsidy.

The power to run the party would not be
hogged but distributed to young members in
the partynetwork in and outside of Bangkok.

The members also would no longer sit on
the sidelines and be “servile” to older politi-
cians and give them a free hand to direct the
party, according to Mr Thanathorn.

The members will also communicate with
the party regularly through open forums and
digital media and their ideas and opinions
would be valued.

The party headquarters will be a modern
office with space opened to political speeches,
workshops, film and art festivals, and other
contemporary activities.

Mr Thanathorn added the party will be
a melting pot of people from diverse back-
grounds and professions.
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Critics, however, were quick to point out
that only time will tell if the party will live up
to its promises.

They said if Mr Thanathorn was serious
about forming a party, he needs to declare
himselfready to jump into the fray instead of
adopting a “wait and see” attitude.

Mr Thanathorn was reported as saying if
there were any parties seeking registration
now which can really show they can truly
cater to young voters and be a beacon of hope
for a brighter political future for the country,
he would “stay at home” and lay his ambition
of establishing a new party to rest.

Also, Mr Thanathorn has admitted the
business of operatinga political party requires
tremendous personal sacrifice, a statement
some critics took as being indicative to the
billionaire’s ability to make tough decisions
and face the challenges the work of full-time
politics would throw at him.

Mostcrucially, the critics have pointed out
that Mr Thanathorn would need to show he
can free himself from any political connection
to the Pheu Thai Party.

He is a nephew of former transport min-
ister Suriya Juangroongruangkit, a former
member of the defunct Thai Rak Thai Party,
which became the People’s Power Party
before subsequently joining Pheu Thai.

In the latest development, the government
is keeping a close watch on Mr Thanathorn
who has spoken a lot of late about his pro-
posed party on social media. Deputy Prime
Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam warned that the
businessman should watch what he writes
and says as it might be construed as election-
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eering, whichis notallowed by law as the poll
is not yet under way.

Plans for new
party in disarray

fter much fanfare, the future of a would-
be party to be initially named the Muan
Maha Prachachon for Reform Party which is
perceived to be areincarnation of the defunct
People’s Democratic Reform Committee

(PDRC) is now shrouded in uncertainty.

The plan to setup the new party by Thani
Thaugsuban, younger brother of former
street protest leader Suthep Thaugsuban,
came to a screeching halt on Tuesday, one
day after Mr Suthep distanced himself from
his brother’s idea.

Mr Suthep said he would keep the prom-
ise he made when he took leadership of the
PDRCrallies aimed at ousting the Pheu Thai
Party-led administration in late 2013 that he
would turn his back on politics for good.

At that time he declared he would never
run in an election again, take up anypolitical
position or become an executive of any party
afterresigning from the Democrat Party upon
forming the PDRC.

However, Mr Suthep said he might still
support people’s political movements using
his long experience in politics. Mr Thani, who
announced he would apply for party registra-
tion at the Election Commission by Tuesday,
failed to do so as promised.

When reached by the media for comment,
he said he had other engagements in Surat
Thani, and that he would assign someone else
to apply to set up the new party on his behalf.

He still has until the end of this month,
which is the deadline for applying toregister
new parties, to decide whether to go ahead
with the plan.

A source at the Democrat Party who is an
acquaintance of Mr Thani expressed his sym-
pathy for him after the plan to set up a new
party appeared to lose steam.

Some suggested that at this juncture Mr
Suthep should not go back on his word by
returning to politics, except when a political
crisis occurs. It would be best for Mr Suthep
to take up the role as an adviser offering solu-
tions to political problems, the source said.

Several Demaocrats do not want Mr Suthep,
who is the former party secretary-general and
is now president of the Muan Maha Pracha-
chon Foundation, to support an effort to set
up the Muan Maha Prachachon for Reform
Party out of fear that the new party would
“snatch votes” from the Democrats.

The Democrats and the foundation share
the same pool of voters who are mostly in

constituencies in the southern provinces
and Bangkok.

However, some Democrats, who once took
part in the PDRC's rallies and still maintain
ties with Mr Suthep, disagreed.

Even though these party members will run
in the nextelection under the Democrat Par-
ty’s banner, they thought thatvoters should be
offered a wider choice of new alternative par-
ties, in addition to established major players
such as the Democrat and Pheu Thai parties.
There are still many others who do not sup-
port the two major parties, the source said.

“The political scene should be like a big
market offering a wide variety of food where
customers can choose what they want,” the
source said.

“The two big parties have their own sup-
porters, but the PDRC also has supporters
of its own, too, and this will not affect the
Democrats’ support base”

[t’s broadcast
blues for many

he selection process for seven new com-

missioners for the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) has entered its last lap with
14 shortlisted applicants forwarded to the
National Legislative Assembly (NLA) for
final consideration.

According to industry observers, the
race for NBTC seats is fierce, drawing sev-
eral dozen high-profile applicants ranging
from former permanent secretaries of min-
istries, ex-chief executives of telecom firms
and state agencies, judges and high-ranking
military officers.

When applications closed in mid-Janu-
ary, the total number of candidates was 86.
However, many of these high-flying candi-
dates failed to make the cut as the selection
committee shortened the list down to 14 in
early February.

The 14 finalists include three incumbent
NBTC secretary-general deputies: Korkij
Danchaivichit; AVM Thanapant Raicharoen

and Phakdee Manaves. The others include
former MCOT Plc chief Wasan Paileeklee,
former chief of CAT Telecom Kittisak Sripra-
sert, and Expressway Authority of Thailand
(Exat) governor Narong Khietdej.

The NLA is expected to vote on the new
NBTC next month to replace the existing
commissioners whose six-year term ended
in October last year.

The fresh NBTC body, which is being
selected under the new law that took effect
in June last year, will comprise seven com-
missioners with each coming from one of

seven sectors.

During the selection process, each can-
didate was required to choose one of seven
fields to apply for: radio broadcasting; tel-
evision broadcasting; telecommunications;
engineering; law; economics; and con-
sumer protection.

The new NBTC's first job is to hold auc-
tions for the 1800 and 850-megahertz spectra.
The 1800 and 850MHz spectrum ranges are
now operated by Total Access Communica-
tion (DTAC) under concessions from state-
owned CAT Telecom which expire on Sept 30.

Four licences are planned — one for
10MHz of bandwidth on the 850-MHz spec-
trum (upload and download), and three
licences on the 1800-MHz spectrum (each
containing 30MHz of bandwidth for upload
and download).

The reserve price for the 850MHz spec-
trum licence is 37.9 billion baht, while each
licence on the 1800MHz spectrum has been
set at 37.4 billion.

According to observers, when the NBTC
was first established to regulate the broad-
casting and telecoms industries with the aim
of turning frequencies into national assets
to be partly allocated for the public benefit,
the public was not so interested in what the
board did.

Itwas not until the 2014 digital TV licence
auction and ensuing digital TV industry crisis
that people began showing an interest in the
role of the regulator.

Late last month, Prawit Leesathaporn-
wongsa, a commissioner on the existing
NBTC board, said board members should
neither approve any project nor endorse
policy going forward.

If a critical agenda item requires urgent
consideration, the existing board should ask
the 14 candidates to join the meeting for their
opinion as half of them will need to know
what is going on within the NBTC in order
to prepare themselves for the job ifand when
they are chosen to fill the board seats later,
according to Mr Prawit.

The observers said the public has high
expectations of the new commissioners,
especially their ability to defend the regula-
tory body from interference from the military,
politicians and the private sector.

But they would be well-advised not to get
their hopes up because several candidates
are believed to have their own “connections”
with influential people who are reportedly
engaged in intense lobbying with the NLA
to get the candidates they support selected.

With just seven seats available, the race
is tight and the outcome is anybody’s guess.
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