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Column: LOSERS: Phone owners

Clip: Full Color

LOSERS

Phone owners

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) woke
up one morning and said, “You know
what? We don’t have long left in the job.
We're already lame ducks. Let’s raise
hell!” That afternoon, they announced
that they are going to cancel every SIM
registration in the country, all 75 million,
and force everyone to register all over
again — only this time with full biome-
trics, meaning a face scan, fingerprints.
In short, the works. And why is this?
Well no one knows. The NBTC members
refused to talk publicly and in private
they were mealy-mouthed: identity theft
prevention, nation security and other
bovinely excremental such things. This is
a fantastical plan that only a weird dicta-
tor with full powers would ever think to
actually authorise. And it goes completely
against the NBTC'’s promise on Feb 23
that it would issue no more “important”
decisions because of its lame duckness.
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