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Headline: 5G launch likely lags market

STAYING IN RANGE

Thailand’s launch of commercial 5G won’t
likely be until 2022, two years behind leading
markets. B4

Mr Qiang says the
delay of commercial
5G will not hurt
Thailand’s digital
transformation
efforts.

5G launch likely lags market

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The commercial launch offifth-generation
mobile service (5G) is expected by the end
of 2022, two years behind that of leading
markets including China, South Korea,
Japan, the US and Europe.

Although 5G technology will be a core
enabler driving efficiency along with the
government’s Thailand 4.0 scheme, gen-
erating widespread connectivity among
vertical sectors will take time, depending
on the readiness of each market.

Qiang Hua, managing director of

Hauwei Technologies Thailand, said the
country will not be in the first wave of the
5G commercial launch as itneeds to have
a proper ecosystem, including return on
investment, end-to-end solutions for ver-
tical industries and business use cases.

But he said delaying the commercial
launch until 2022 will not hurt Thailand'’s
digital transformation efforts.

Unlike 4G services, Mr Qiang said the
4G ecosystem has mainly been driven by
mobile operators, which roll out networks
and develop services based on spectrum
capacity. But 5G requires cross-industry
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development to serve widespread adop-
tion, he said.

5G technology exceeds 4G in
three major features: speed, latency,
and connections.

5G can upload data at 10 gigabits per
second and promises a latency rate of 1
millisecond — 10 times greater than 4G
on both counts. 5G is also touted to offer
1 million connections per cell site — 1,000
times higher than 4G.

The imminent technology will create
opportunities for new use cases for the
Internet of Things (IoT), augmented real-
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ity and virtual reality applications, smart
vehicles, remote healthcare and robotics.

“5G does not primarily serve individu-
als, butvertical industries, especially those
with Internet of Things (IoT) technology,”
he said.

China is a leading country among
major markets to be a part of 5G’s first
wave commercial launch.

According to China Mobile report,
there were 200 million devices connected
through IoT by the end 0f2017 in the Chi-
nese market.

The implementation of 5G technology
can make traditional agriculture, health-
care, manufacturing, automobiles, cities
and udtilities (water and gas) “smart” by
using [oT and embedded technology.

Mr Qiang said Hauwei has approached
major mobile operators to collabo-
rate on developing 5G solutions for the
local market.

Yesterday, Huawei kicked off Hauwei
Mobile Thailand Congress 2018, which
runs until April 5. The event showcases
5G technology and solutions, all-cloud
network and video, and IoT.

Atthe event, Prawit Leethapornwongsa,
a member of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), said he agrees with Mr Qiang’s
view that Thailand is not poised to ride
the first 5G wave.

“5G needs real business cases to ensure
a worthy return on investment for opera-
tors,” he said.

The 5G infrastructure roll-out will be
costly, while its success hinges on readi-
ness of the related ecosystem. He said the
NBTC should plan to allocate more spec-
trum range to ensure greater bandwidth
to serve connectivity demands.
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Thailand likely to see full 5G within 4 years, Huawei says

SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION

THAILAND is expected to see a full commercial 5G
wireless broadband service in place within the next
four years, by which time the ecosystem is expected
to have been put in place, Huawei Technologies
(Thailand) managing director Qiang Hua said yes-
terday.

Qiang said that it would not be too late for
Thailand, if the commercial service was launchedin
that time. The availability of a 5G service was not
dependent only on the allocation of the spectrum
bands to telecom operators to provide services, he
said, but requires the collaboration of all related
parties and all industries to ensure a fast uptake of
the service.

Industry will be the major user of 5G services,

including for those involved in the emerging “smart
farming”, connected vehicle and smart cities sectors.

Huawei will launch its first 5G mobile phones in
the global market next year, Qiang said. The compa-
ny is China's leading information and communica-
tions technology solution provider.

Huawei is holding an invitation-only Huawei
Mobile Thailand Congress 2018 from yesterday to
April 5 at its Customer Solution Innovationand
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Integration Experience Centre (CSIC) in Huawei’s
new Bangkok offices on Pharam 9 Road. The event
is presenting technologies and solutions including
56, the “all-cloud” network, and Intemet of things
(1oT) technologies.

Qiang said that the event is essential for the
company to demonstrate the importance of joining
Huawei in its efforts to create a healthy ecosystem
that will create fresh opportunities, businesses,
services and applications. They hope to attract their
mostimportant potential industry partnersin
Thailand, as well as leading industry organisations
and institutions, operators, and other stakeholders.

NBTC commissioner Prawit Leesatapomwongsa
said at the same event yesterday that US, Europe,
China, Japan, and South Korea are expected tobe
among the first wave of countries to debut the com-
mercial 5G service. Thailand can bein the second
wave of the commercial launch of 5G service, if the
country has continued to advance onimplementing
its Thailand 4.0 policy, he added.

Prawit said that the coming of the 5G service
does not mean it would replace the existing 4G serv-
ice here. Therefore, Thai telecom operators will con-
sider carefully before making an investment in the
5G technology as they will also have to carry the
cost of maintaining their 4G networks as well.
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Censorship
gone wrong

he recent suspension of two of the evening shows

on Voice TV could be a textbook example for

journalism and political science students of the

future. It was a trifecta of errors. The wrong cen-

sors made the wrong programming ban for the
wrong reasons. The station, known to have strong red shirt
and Pheu Thai sympathy, lost an evening talk show for two
weeks. But the form and result of the two-week shutdown
of the TonightThailand programme goes well past the inevi-
table court case over the order.

The first problem is the actual censor. Shortly after he
seized power in 2014, Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha
placed all broadcasting censorship powers in the hands of
the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC) and its secretary-general Takorn Tantasith.
This quite properly drew strong criticism at the time. The
NBTC’s duty is to regulate physical control of the airwaves.
Except by Section 44 order, it has no built-in ability to moni-
tor, let alone control, content.

Every constitution since 1997, including under the
Prayut government, has laid out the systems of two basic
and intertwined freedoms. Freedom of speech and freedom
of the press are not absolute. But for authorities to abridge
or end these freedoms in any given case, authorities must
reasonably show that an alleged offender has violated
or endangered national security, public order including
morals, or health.

Not only did Voice TV's contentious discussion pro-
gramme not violate these conditions, the NBTC didn’t even

News ID: C-180327001061 (27 Mar 18/06:27)

allege it did. According to the order for Voice TV to sideline
TonightThailand for 15 evenings, the programme had
“appeared to cause confusion” The only reason provided
for the censorship was that speakers touched on events that
occurred during the French Revolution.

This sounds at first hearing too close to the recent, mad
case against social critic Sulak Sivaraksa. The ludicrous
case alleged he had committed lese majeste against King
Naresuan the Great, ruler of the Lanna kingdom from
1602 to 1605. Now, the censorship case against Voice TV
involves the French Revolution (1789-1799). And the order
to stop broadcasting the show carefully stipulated that the
only known people who “considered the content inap-
propriate and unsuitable” were unidentified members of
the commission.

The regime never should have delegated censorship
power to the NBTC. The commission wasn't founded and
isn’t organised to deal with broadcast content. Inevitably,
as this case shows, its decisions are based on personal
feelings of the NBTC or those who advise it. That is clearly
wrong, when the supreme law holds clear steps that should
be taken in case censorship is deemed necessary.

There is no denying that Voice TV broadcasts are imper-
tinent and provocative. Station policy opposes the coup and
the military regime. Pro-Thaksin Shinawatra, pro-Yingluck
apologists are standard guests. No doubt the station’s con-
tentis often offensive to some. But minority and contrary
opinions are the reason for laws that protect freedom. There
is no reason to have constitutional protection for main-
stream opinion and support of the government. Those laws
are to protect the minority.

It would be wise if the government took back the power
to censor from the NBTC, which lacks competency. In
addition, the government will ultimately be blamed for any
attack of any kind on freedom of speech. A wise regime will
realise two things. First, there is strong value to an outspo-
ken, loyal opposition.

Second, censorship should be considered only in
extreme and obvious cases of actual danger to national
security and public safety. Otherwise, such as in discuss-
ing history, the proper response to offensive speech is
more speech.

Gen Prayut is backed by an information apparatus so
extensive that it is often criticised as a “ministry of truth”

If a TV show upsets the government, then the government
should fight back, with statements of its own.
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