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Headline: Section 44 comes to rescue of digital TV operators

BROADCASTING

Section 44 comes to rescue of digital TV operators

CHATRUDEE THEPARAT
KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Council for Peace and Order
(NCPO) yesterday approved a proposal by
the National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) to invoke
Section 44 to rescue embattled TV digital
operators and allow the Public Relations
Department to broadcast adverts.
Government spokesman Sansern
Kaewkamnerd said the NCPO's order is
expected to be officially announced shortly.
NBTC secretary-general Takorn

Tantasith said itis good news that the NCPO
will invoke Section 44 to ease the financial
burden of existing digital TV operators as
this will benefit the overall industry aswell
as their operations.

Despite the planned assistance for the
two telecom operators having yet to be set-
tled, Mr Takorn said the NBTC respects the
decision of the NCPO and the government
given that it is in the public interest.

“If the NCPO has decided to help the
digital TV operators first, this means that
their burden is really tougher than that of
the telecom operators,” he said.

Mr Takorn said the planned assistance
for the digital TV operators and the two tel-
ecom operators is separate, not bundled
together so the government can decide
whether to help just one industry or both.

Previously, Mr Takorn accepted it may
be easier to help only the digital TV opera-
tors because academics and the public
sector opposed assistance for them less
than for the two telecom operators.

“Thank you NCPO for understanding
the problems of the digital TV industry.
We confirm that it was a problem between
the two parties, the TV operators and the

NBTC, not the mistake of operators only,’
said Supap Kleekrajai, chairman of the
Digital Terrestrial TV Channel Operators
Club, saying the three-year suspension of
licence payments will be really helpful for
operators and the industry.

The economy will grow after the elec-
tion, he said, adding that a year and a half
from now the concessions of the analogue
TV channels, Channel 3 and Channel 7,
will expire, and those audiences who have
never used TV set-top boxes, cable TVs, or
satellite dishes will turn to digital TV and
audiences will be on the same platform.
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“This will absolutely increase the num-
bers of eyeballs and this will lead to adver-
tising, so it should be a positive factor,
he said.

Mr Supap said that the three-year sus-
pension of licence payments will be a
period of digital TV business transforma-
tion during which they can use the money
for content development.

Audiences always complain that most
digital TV programmes are the same, and
that’s because every channel has had to
survive by saving their money to pay for
the licences, he said.
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Headline: NBTC board urged to leave auction decision to new team
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NBTC board urged to leave auction decision to new team

THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC) office will propose to the
agency's board today that the task of considering
the draft auction rules for 1800MHz licences be left
to the incoming NBTC commissioners.

Whether to approve the draft rules isamong the
agenda items for the NBTC board at a meeting
today, said NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith. However, the proposal to take it off the
table stems from the expectation that the National
Legislative Assembly (NLA) will select the new
NBTC commissioners on April 19.

If the NLA succeeds in appointing the new com-
missioners on that date, the view behind the pro-
posal for the cument board to skip consideration of
the draft auction rules is that this decision s best
held over for the incoming commissioners.

NBTC commissioner Prawit Leesatapornwongsa

said that it remains to be seen how the existing act-
ing board can make a decision on the matter as the
board members have mixed views.

One group of board members wants to go ahead
and approve the draft auction rules as the Council
of State has replied to the NBTC that it can continue
to perform regular duties under the new NBTC law.
But those in the other camp feel it would be better
to hand this responsibility to the incoming board.
The originally proposed auction rules provided for
the sale of three licences of 1800MHz, each with
15MHz bandwidth. The amended version would see
nine licences sold, each with 5MHz bandwidth.

Earlier the NBTC office said that it had planned
to propose to the board today that the originally
proposed auction rules for IB00MHz licences be
applied, rather than the sale take place under an
amended draft version.

On Monday DTAC made opinions to the NBTC
that it prefemred to see the auction of nine licences
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each with 5SMHz bandwidth.

According toa DTAC letter to the NBTC, the pro-
posed three licences of 2x15 MHz is not practical
taking into account the different demands for spec-
trum of the potential bidders. It added that a fixed
2x15MHz block size would likely leave spectrum
unsold inthe auction. However, a 2x5 MHz block
size would offer mare flexibility for the bidders to
buy the spectrum at the amount best serving their
real demands based on their specific spectrum
inventory, business plan and financial status.

Prawit believes that from this scenario, it
appears that DTAC wants to bid for 20MHz band-
width of 1800MHz as its two rivals, Advanced Info
Service and True Corp, each had clinched 15MHz
bandwidth of 1800MHz in the previous auction.

The 1800MHz spectrum, which the NBTC will
put to auction, belongs to DTAC. The concession for
this spectrumunder CAT Telecom will end in the
middle of September.
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