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NBTC puts
decisions
on ice until
board ready

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The existing board of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission yesterday suspended con-
sideration of the draft terms of reference
for the 1800- and 850-megahertz auc-
tions, citing the need for approval by a
new NBTC board to be voted in by the
National Legislative Assembly (NLA)
on April 19.

According to NBTC secretary-gen-
eral Takorn Tantasith, the existing board
agreed not to move any serious deci-
sions before April 19, as they are work-
ing under acting status.

“I have noidea whether the NLA can
complete voting for seven members of
the new NBTC board by April 19, but
the NBTC will not consider any critical
issues,” Mr Takorn said, adding that a
clear plan for the 1800MHz auction’s
design will be the responsibility of the
new NBTC board.

The existing NBTC board is working
as an acting board because its six-year

News ID: C-180412001131 (12 Apr 18/06:19)

‘ iQNews

www.ignewsclip.com

InfoQuest Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ FL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330

working term expired in October 2017.
The NLA is recruiting candidates for the
new NBTC board.

The NLA office announced the
names of 14 final candidates last month,
out of a total 86 applicants, with seven
new NBTC board members to be
selected by April 19 through voting by
NLA members.

The 1800- and 850MHz spectrum
ranges are now operated by Total Access
Communication (DTAC) under a con-
cessions from state-owned enterprise
CAT Telecom. The concession expires
on Sept 15.

Mr Takorn said the auction draft for
the 1800 and 850MHz licences are based
on the original drafts already approved
by the existing NBTC board in Decem-
ber. The drafts cleared public hearings
the same month.

The NBTC plans to auction 90MHz
of bandwidth of the 1800MHz spec-
trum, divided into three spectrum slots
(30MHz for each licence).

An NBTC source said the NLA may
fail to approve seven names by April 19.

“It’s highly possible that the NLA
cannot vote for all seven names because
some of them are found disqualified,
the source said, adding that if a new
NBTC board cannot be selected, the
process allows for recruitment of new
candidates within 30 days.

Such an eventmay create a challenge
for the existing NBTC board to consider
whether the 1800- and 850MHz auc-
tions can proceed as designed.
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NBTC BOARD HOLDS OFF
ON AUCTION DECISION

The board of the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) yesterday deferred consid-
eration of the draft auction rules for
1800MHz licences, given that the
National Legislative Assembly
(NLA) is due to select a new board
of commissioners on April 19.

The board will wait to see if the
NLA succeeds in appointing the
new commissioners on that date
before making a decision on how it
will proceed.

On Tuesday, NBTC commission-
er Prawit Leesatapormwongsa said
board members had mixed views
onthe case with one group seeking
to goahead and approve the draft
auction rules given that the Council
of State has replied to the NBTC
that it could continue to performits
duties under the new NBTC law.

However, those in the other
camp feel that it would be betterto
hand this responsibility to the
incoming board.
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