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Ease up on
Section 44

his month marks the first anniversary of the

promulgation of the constitution. Yet, Section

44 under the 2014 interim charter which grants

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha, in his capac-

ity as head of the National Council for Peace
and Order (NCPO), special and absolute powers remains
as the supreme law of the country. Since the coup, it has
been repeatedly and indiscriminately revoked to serve
the regime’s desire for immediate results.

During the past week alone, the use of Section 44 has
remained as active as ever. Gen Prayut has invoked it to
abort the selection of board members for the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission so
he could retain the current board whose term expired in
October of last year. On Tuesday, the NCPO also said it
would suspend digital TV operators’ licensing fee pay-
ments for three years.

Even though a provision in the current charter keeps
Section 44 alive and legal until a newly elected govern-
ment is in place, the use of special powers by Gen Prayut
has overridden many laws and state regulations obeyed
by all Thais. It demonstrates how totalitarian Thailand
has become because it allows Gen Prayut to issue orders
that intervene in the administrative, legislative and even
judicial branches.

The use of this law has been excessive. During the first
two years since its birth, more than 150 NCPO orders
were issued under this section.

The majority of the orders serve the regime’s legisla-
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tive purposes, either to introduce new regulations or to
amend existing laws. To put it in layman’s terms, any laws
and regulations can remain legal as long as there are no
NPCO orders issued to make them meaningless and no
longer applicable.

But a number of them also serve the administrative
functions of the military government such as the appoint-
ment of state officials. It is fortunate thatthe NCPO has
not used it to intervene in the judiciary’s work.

Such a “law” that grants coup makers or coup-installed
governments absolute powers to intervene in legislative,
administrative and judicial matters is not new for a coun-
try marred by many military putsches such as Thailand.

Past dictators such as Sarit Thanarath and Thanom
Kittikachorn also used this type of power, according to
information compiled by iLaw, a civic group that moni-
tors law enforcement and lawmaking.

Field Marshal Sarit, who staged a coup in 1957, ena-
bled Section 17 under the 1959 constitution. Between
1960-1962, he used it to execute people who he deemed
as threats to national security.

Field Marshal Thanom also kept Section 17 active
when he was in power, using it in 1964 to intervene
in the judicial branch when he seized Field Marshal
Sarit’s assets.

Later on, he introduced a section in the 1972 con-
stitution which gave him even more power, which he
used to prosecute individuals deemed as threats to
national security.

A number of coup makers and former prime ministers
have all used the same type of law which granted them
the benefits of such supreme and absolute power.

It is true that Thailand is not yeta democratic country.
But it doesn't have to be a country ruled by the absolute
power of one man. The regime has already appointed
lawmakers and cabinet members.

Even though they are seen as the NCPO's rubber
stamps, they should be allowed to function through exist-
ing mechanisms.

If Gen Prayut is serious about his democracy roadmap
and respects the spirit of the constitution approved by the
majority of the people, he needs to stop invoking Section
44 to achieve his desired outcomes.

He needs to learn to solve problems and run the
country through regular channels using existing laws and
regulations approved by parliament.
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BACK TO EARTH
Thaicom, the country’s sole satellite service
provider, wants to continue diversifying into
various non-orbital segments. BS
TECHNOLOGY

Thaicom gets back to earth

Satellite firm eyeing
non-orbital revenue

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Thaicom, the country’s sole satellite ser-
vice provider, wants to continue diversify-
ingits business structure, tapping into the
digital business ecosystem to create arev-
enue stream from non-satellite services.

The company’s diversification spans
innovative technology, robotics, artifi-
cial intelligence (Al) and a focus on retail
business to capitalise on the consumer
market, said incoming chief executive
Anant Kaewruamvongs.

Thaicom also wants to maximise opera-
tions of its existing satellite transponder
capacity to ensure greater revenue.

“The satellite business no longer covers
basic telecom, so players have to adjust to
technological development and business
models to cash in on varied businesses

and cope with over-the-top, which directly
affects the satellite TV business,” Mr Anant
said.

Thaicom has yet to make a decision on
moving ahead with a new satellite launch
after the company late last year scrapped
the plan to send Thaicom 9 to the sky
in2019.

Thaicom had suspended construction
of the satellite for a year.

The scrapped plan last year followed
prolonged uncertainty about the new
operating fee structure for satellite busi-
ness handed down by the government.
Consequently, prospective customer
Softbank cancelled its plan to rent 30% of
Thaicom 9’s transponder capacity.

Thaicom currently operates three satel-
lites under a concession regime: a broad-
band satellite, Thaicom 4 (iPSTAR); and
two broadcasting satellites, Thaicom 5 and
Thaicom 6.

Thaicom 4 is in the orbital slot at 119.5
East and Thaicom 5 is at 78.5 East. The
concession of Thaicom 4 and Thaicom 5
under the Digital Economy and Society
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Anant Kaewruamvongs takes over as
Thaicom chief executive on May 1.

Ministry will expire in 2021.

Thaicom also operates Thaicom 7 and
Thaicom 8 under the single licence of the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission, requiring a 5.75%
licence fee payment to the NBTC.

Thaicom 7 was launched into orbit in

2012 and began operating in 2014. Thai-
com 8 was launched into orbit in May
2016.

The government is forcing Thaicom 7
and Thaicom 8 to return to the old conces-
sion system instead of a licensing regime,
reasoning that the existing 5.75% licence
fee payment to the NBTC is too low com-
pared with the 20.5% revenue sharing of
the concession regime.

Thaicom has been negotiating with
government representatives, but no set-
tlement has been reached.

Mr Anant said he expects the company
and the government to settle two issues by
the end of 2018: the operation of Thaicom
4, 5 and 6 after the concession ends and
the resolution of the dispute of Thaicom
7and 8.

Mr Anant is chief executive and manag-
ing director of CS Loxinfo Plc, a subsidiary
of Thaicom. He was recently appointed
Thaicom’s chief executive, effective May
1, to replace Paiboon Panuwattanawong,
who resigned from all his positions
at Thaicom.
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Thaicom banks on digital tech for new revenue

[

Anant shares his company’s business direction with the press yesterday.

SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION
THAILAND'S satellite operator

Thaicom Plc will capitalise on
advanced digital technologies to cre-
ate new businesses as partofits efforts
toseeknewrevenue streams, the com-
pany'sincoming chiefexecutive officer
Anant Kaewruamvongs said yester-
day. Suchtechnologies range fromarti-
ficial intelligence (AI) to drones, fin-
tech, and robotics, he added.

Anant will replace outgoing CEO
Paiboon Panuwattanawong on May 1
2018.

Currently Anant is CEO of CS
Loxinfo (CSL), which is 80 per cent
owned by Advanced Wireless Network
(AWN). Earlier CSL was a subsidiary
of Thaicom.

All three companies come under
the Intouch Holdings group.

Anant said the picture of the new
businesses will become clearer in next
sixmonthsand the companywill build
asolid base for all of the new ventures.

Hesaid non-satellite businesses are
expected to be the main revenue
sources in the next five to seven years.
Currently the satellite service is still
the company's main revenue contrib-
utor.

The company is also exploring the
possibility of a partnership in the
emerging international projects of
providing global broadband Internet
service via low earth orbit satallites.

Recently Thaicom has launched a
newsatellite-related service, Navadig-
ital maritime service platform, which
provides broadband satellite services
for ship operators, as part of the effort
to seek new revenue.

Thaicom’s consolidated revenue
from sales of goods and rendering of
services for 2017 totalled Bt6.689 bil-
lion, a decrease of 22.6 per cent year
on year, mainly due to the drop inrev-
enues from satellite and related serv-
ices. Currently Thaicom operates
Thaicom 4 broadband satellite,
Thaicom 5 and 6 broadcasting satel-
lites under the concession of the
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Ministry of Digital Economy and
Society. Italsooperates Thaicom 7and
8 broadcasting satellites under the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC)s licensing regime. Thaicom’s
concession underthe ministrywillend
in 2021.

The ministry and Thaicom have
beenengaged inanarbitrationdispute
as the ministry views that both the
Thaicom 7 and 8 satellites are under
its concession and should be returned.
Anant said that the company and the
ministry are meeting to find the best
solution to the issue.

They also have discussed prepara-
tions for the end of the Thaicom satel-
lite concession to ensure a smooth
transition.
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