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THE WEEK AREAD

MONDAY

His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn
Bodindradebayavarangkun will open the
annual three-day Maulid Nabi Cele-
bration festival at the National Islamic
Centre in Nong Chok.

The Royal Ploughing Ceremony takes
place this morning at the Pramane
Grounds, Sanam Luang. There is a
distinct possibility the sacred Brahman
oxen will find omens of good crops and
weather for this year’s harvest.

The Royal Thai Consulate tightens its
visa-issuance rules today. It will issue a
maximum of 100 visas per day, and all
financial statements must be in baht.
The US will officially open its embassy at
Jerusalem, a decision that could be noisy.
It is Israel’s national day.

TUESDAY

The new school term begins today, which

is an excellent excuse to have yourself a
sick day.

The lunar month of Ramadan begins
today for Thai Muslims, so long as the
new moon is physically sighted for the
Office of the Chularatchamontri. Other-

wise the holy month will begin tomorrow.

The always interesting National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) begins the auction
for 1800MHz spectrum today, with a one-
month pre-auction. It will make details
public and issue an open invitation to
potential bidders.

The actual spectrum sale will be on Aug
4, barring yet another and extremely
likely mess-up by the NBTC.

Today marks the International Day of
Families, which will be celebrated here,
of course.

The Bank of Thailand will begin today to
raise its weekly debt auction by 5 billion
baht, to 35 billion baht for each of the
three- and six-month bonds.

WEDNESDAY

The Bank of Thailand’s Monetary Policy
Committee meets today. It hasn’t raised
the key interest rate of 1.5% since April of
2015, and it would be a major shock if it
changed it today.

The Board of Investment aims to put
hundreds of businesses and hundreds
of sub-contractors in the same room
and make “6,500 business matches
worth 12 billion baht” today, at Subcon
Thailand 2018 at Bitec Bangna, today
through Saturday.

The final of the Miss Tourism Queen
International 2018 beauty pageant is this
evening at the Royal Thai Navy Conven-
tion Hall on the left bank of the Mother
of Rivers. You know what that means, so
please tell us.

THURSDAY

The world-class Startup Thailand expo

and networking opportunity runs from
today through Sunday at Queen Sirikit
National Convention Centre.

The four-day Great Mekong Bike Ride
2018 begins today with a 127km-leg
from Nakhon Phanom to Mukdahan.
Day Two is 150 kilometres, uphill to
Sakon Nakhon.

Grab Thailand begins in Hua Hin today in
its effort to be the monopoly ride app in
the country.

Top women golfers from Thailand and
the rest of the world play this weekend
in the LPGA Kingsmill Championship in
Virginia state.

Donald Trump’s lawyer will announce
today whether the president should
answer questions by the special counsel
investigating all that Trump-Moscow
collusion that’s been going on.

FRIDAY

The iconic Greenpeace vessel Rainbow
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Warrior will be docked and open for tours
from today through Sunday off Samila
Beach. Free shuttle transport will leave
and return to shore every 30 minutes. The
ship’s main mission is to stop the planned
coal-fired generating plants.

AirAsia begins a direct Kuala Lumpur-Hat
Yai flight today. It will operate four days
aweek.

The two-day Hua Hin International Jazz
Festival 2018 begins today. Saxophonist
Koh Mr Saxman and his South of Siam
band will kick it off at 5pm at the Beach
Stage, with non-stop music to follow on
two stages, with local and international
artists performing. Full details at www:.
huahininterjazz.com. Oh, by the way, you
can'’t buy tickets because the whole thing
is free.

SATURDAY

American actress Meghan Markle will
marry Britain’s Prince Harry St George's

Chapel, Windsor Castle. The ceremony
begins at 7pm. It’s so exclusive and
limited that even the entire Bangkok
Post Sunday team received fewer than
five invitations in total.

The buon bang fai (rocket) festi-

vals are in full swing this weekend,
including at the granddaddy of them
all, at Kalasin. There will be Sunday
afternoon parades at Kalasin and
Maha Sarakham.

Manchester United play Chelsea at
Wembley for the FA Cup tonight at
11.30pm.

The final of the month-long Interna-
tional Ice Hockey Federation World
Championships takes place tomorrow
at Copenhagen.

Tomorrow, Thailand play Germany at
2pm in their Group B opener of Uber
Cup (for women) matches, while Thais
face Korea at 7pm in Group B of the
Thomas Cup (men’s world champion-
ships) tournament.
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LOSERS

Censorship

One of the truly horrible decisions of the
national roadmap cartographer came
earlyin his rule, when he appointed the
broadcast regulators to be his official
broadcast censors. Since that dread-

ful day in 2014, the always interesting
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission has proved
that its mess-ups aren’t confined only

to auctions and giving away personal
details of thousands of people. Last week,
once again, the lame duck NBTC secre-
tary-general Takorn Tantasith announced
he had yet again ordered the red shirts’
Voice TV shuttered for a month. No
mystery why. Closing a broadcaster that
occasionally speaks well of Lord Vold-
emort curries favour with the man who
appoints NBTC members and approves
their pay and expenses. But banning a
broadcaster whose shows “could” cause
public disorder but hasn’t caused public
disorder is sort of like banning people
from owning bread knives because they
“could” sever an arm at the wrist.
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