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Mr Takorn
Tantasith says
THAI does not
need a licence
for World Cup
broadcasts.
NARUPON
HINSHIRANAN

THAI set to broadcast World Cup matches in flight

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Passengers on Thai Airways’ (THAI) interna-
tional flights will be able to enjoy live World
Cup broadcasts on board from June 14 to
July 15.

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) will allow
THAI to broadcast live World Cup matches
on board for its international flights after the
company asked the regulator last week for
permission, said NBTC secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC agreed in
principle as THAI had already made a deal
with FIFA.

“THAI only needs permission from the
NBTC, notalicence, and itdoes not need to
pay [additional] fees because the authorisa-
tion is valid for one month,” he said.

But the NBTC will list the issue on the
agenda for its board meeting on Wednesday
for official approval, said Mr Takorn.

“The permission will cover signal trans-
mission specific for live broadcasts, similar
to that needed to provide WiFi on board,”
he said.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC also plans to

allow True4U, one of True Corporation’s
TV channels, to broadcast the 2018 World
Cup live in high definition (HD) when the
games air. True4U holds a terrestrial digital
TV licence for standard definition (SD).

Mr Takorn said allowing True4U to broad-
cast the tournaments in HD will boost Thai
viewership numbers for the tournaments.

Nine companies are jointly paying for
the live broadcast rights of this year’s FIFA
World Cup in Russia, which costs 1.4 bil-
lion baht.

The nine companies include Bangkok
Mass Transit System (BTSC), operator of
the Skytrain, Charoen Pokphand (CP), Royal
Thai Army Radio and Television Channel,
King Power Group, Thai Beverage, Kasikorn
Bank, Gulf Energy Development, PTT

Global Chemical and Carabao Dang.

Football fans will be able to watch all 64
live matches free of charge on TrueVisions,
Amarin TV, Royal Thai Army Radio and Tel-
evision Channel 5.

Yesterday, the nine companies
announced the launch of a series of cam-
paigns dubbed “Sawadee World Cup’, with
a combined investment of over 600 million
baht during the tournament.
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The biggest investment came from BTSC,
which has dedicated 300 million baht to
various activities, including live broadcasts
on large LED screens at two BTS stations:
National Stadium and Chong Nonsi.

True Corporation Plc and two other affili-
ates under CP will invest over 100 million
baht for their respective World Cup cam-
paigns. The two affiliates are Charoen Pok-
phand Foods and CP All, the operator of
7-Eleven convenience stores.

TrueVisions will also produce special pro-
grammes to run during the half-time break
of each game, which lasts for 15 minutes.

TrueVisions expect viewership levels
for this World Cup to increase 33% over the
previous one.

In another development, the NBTC
and Food and Drug Administration yester-
day banned 44 TV channels, 30 websites
and one radio station for broadcasting
illegal ad content for dietary supplements
and cosmetics.
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Headline: THAI looks to score with World Cup tilt

THAI looks to
score with
World Cup tilt

SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
board is expected to consider this week an
imminent request from Thai Airways
International (THAI) for a permit to telecast
live the 2018 FIFA World Cup on board in its
international flights.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tantasith
said yesterday that the national carrier last
week consulted with the NBTC on whether it
needs to apply for an NBTC permit to enable it
to air the World Cup matches as on-board
entertainment.

The watchdog replied to THAI that the air-
line needs to apply for the permit and should
hurry up to do so.

The World Cup tournament will begin on
June 14 and end on July 15.

In a separate matter, the NBTC and the
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) jointly
removed a number of what they deemed to be
inappropriate advertisements for products on
two TV channels, 10 satellite TV channels, and
20 websites from May 15-18.

Most of the advertisements that were
pulled related to food and cosmetics and were
judged to have conveyed misleading informa-
tion about the products.

The removal of the advertisements marks a
continuation of concerted efforts by the FDA
and NBTC to tackle the problem of inappropri-
ate advertising for products on TV and social
media channels.

The FDA and the NBTC early this month
agreed to work together more closely to moni-
tor the claims made in advertisement for prod-
ucts not approved by the FDA and withdraw
the offending ads, along with those for prod-
ucts that make exaggerated claims.

Accordingly, the agencies removed a num-
ber of such advertisements on digital and
cable TV channels, radio stations, and websites
from May 4-15.
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