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Cosmetics ads ‘switched to satellite TV’

4 more celebs meet
police over scandal

WASSAYOS NGAMKHAM

Advertisements for illegal cosmetics and
supplements have moved from digital TV
to satellite TV channels, including those
operated in Laos, Takorn Tantasith, secre-
tary-general of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), told the media yesterday.

Last week, three digital TV channels
were fund running the illegal adverts but
thisweek, it was discovered they were aired
on seven satellite TV channels, including
Lao Star that also broadcasts in Thailand.
They range from supplements to whiten-
ing products as well as those claimed to be
effective in improving sexual performance.

Mr Takorn said that in the three weeks
since the NBTC began a joint surveillance

i \
Wanida ‘Gybzy’ Termthanaporn, centre, joins a growing list of celebrities to be questioned
over their alleged role in promoting products by Magic Skin Co.
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30-year-old Wutthikorn Mon-ing, far right, standing, who has blamed a Lyn-branded weight-loss product for his sister’s untimely death,
is among consumers who gave interviews to police yesterday. PHOTOS BY APICHART JINAKUL
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programme with the FDA, the advertise-
ment ofillegal food supplements and cos-
metics has markedly decreased.

In another development, four more
celebrities yesterday met the deputy
national police chief, Pol Gen Wirachai
Songmetta, for questioning over their
involvement in helping to promote Magic
Skin Co'’s products in exchange for money.

The four were Pitchaya “Golf” Nitipais-
alkul, Sudarat “Tukky” Pho-namkham,
Luckana “Oum” Wattanawongsiri and
Wanida “Gybzy” Termthanaporn.

So far, 17 out of 37 celebrities still face
questioning by the police in connection
with Magic Skin.

Police on Sunday moved to press further
charges against executives and owners of
Magic Skin Co for producing and distribut-
ing illegal food supplements and cosmet-
ics, according to deputy national police
chief Wirachai Songmetta.

Ms Wannapha Phuangson and co-
owner Thananphan Boonyosit, face
an additional charge of putting false

information on product labels which car-
ries a fine of up to 30,000 baht.

Previously, both had been charged with
fraud related to a product named Chloro-
phyll Detox Fibre and face jail terms from
five months up to 10 years and a fine of
5,000 up to 100,000 baht.

Ms Wannapha and another owner,
Mathurot Daengsamrit, were also charged
with fraud in connection with the distribu-
tion of Slim Milk supplements.

Korn Phungson and Pawi Pandamrong-
sathit were charged with fraud over their

involvement in the promotion of a product
under the brand Apple Slim.

For the Treechada-branded cosmet-
ics, Ms Wannapha, Mr Korn and another
owner, Treechada Jaisabai, were charged
with fraud in connection with the distribu-
tion of the products, he said.

Mr Korn, who represents Magic Skin
Co, along with Hanew Korea Co, was
charged with colluding in the manufac-
turing of fake cosmetics.

The offence carries a maximum prison
sentence of two years and/or a maximum
fine of 200,000 baht.

For three products under the Fern,
Shinobi and Mezzo brands, police charged
three additional suspects — Phinithi
Dironwatthuphon, Maiyasit Sawangtham-
maratand Kasit Worachington — with pro-
ducing and distributing fake food, said Pol
Gen Wirachai. Previously, only Ms Wan-
napha and Mr Korn had been charged.

Ms Wannapha, who was released on
bail previously, may face an arrest warrant
after she failed to meet police investigators
as required yesterday, he said.
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NBTC, FDA
work to bar
illegal content

Ads cut for dietary
products, make-up

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Almost 100 products such as dietary
supplements and cosmetics have been
removed from TV broadcasts and social
media between May 4 and 25 through
collaboration between the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) and Food and Drug
Administration (FDA).

The NBTC and FDA yesterday held a
joint press conference reporting on the
progress of effort to eliminate the broad-
cast and posting of disqualified dietary
supplements and cosmetics on TV and
social media from May 4.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general
of the NBTC, said both organisations
already banned the broadcast of illegal
ad content for dietary supplements and
cosmetics on 54 TV channels, 80 websites
and oneradio station. The 54 TV channels
include 12 terrestrial digital TV channels
and 42 satellite TV channels.
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Mr Takorn said the joint measure was
made possible through fast-track regula-
tory enforcement to enhance efficiency.

The NBTC held special discussions
with the FDA and all broadcast opera-
tors to resolve the problem of illegal ad
content on TV and social media. The
FDA assigned six officers to move to
the NBTC’s headquarters to monitor
improper or illegal content.

Mr Takorn said the latest move helped
shorten the procedure. A process that
previously took 45-60 days per case now
takes only one day, he said.

“After three weeks of collaboration, the
number of illegal ads and content via TV
broadcast has been significantly reduced
because of the efficiency of the working
team from the two agencies,” he said.

However, illegal dietary supplements
and cosmetics have still been widely
broadcast on websites, with 50 URLs
found having banned content on this
subject matter between May 21-25. All
of these websites have now removed the
content, said Mr Takorn.

He said the working team will now
focus more on prohibited content on
websites and all 6,000 community radio
stations across the country.

At a press briefing last month, police show stars who allegedly advertised substandard
make-up and weight loss products. PATIPAT JANTHONG
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Misleading advert
crackdown spreads

NBTC, FDA BROADEN SCOPE TO RADIO THAT HAS
SEEN ADS PULLED OVER QUESTIONABLE CLAIMS

SIRIVISHTOOMGUM
THE NATION

THE National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (INBTC)
and the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) are expanding the reach of a joint
crackdown on inappropriate advertising
from screens to the airwaves.

The agencies have been monitoring the
advertising of products and have attracted
attention by pulling scores of advertise-
ments on TV and social media networks
that they deemed to be inappropriate or
were found to have made exaggerated
claims about the products.
Nowtheagenciesare extending theirwatch
toinclude ads on community radio stations
across the country.

NBTC commissioner Peerapong
Manakit said yesterday that they were also
closely examining some TV programmes
that feature medical experts reviewing
highlighted products and they will be on
thelookout for anyunfounded claims made
in support of such products.

Intheirjointactions, the NBTC and the
FDA have since May 4 removed some 97
inappropriate advertisements from digital,
satellite and cable TV networks and social
network channels.

Most of the ads were for health supple-
ments and cosmetic products that carried

03074 (29 May 18/07:56)

misleading advertising claims.

From May 21 to 25, both organisations
jointly suspended three offending ads on
each of three digital TV channels, along
with ads for 11 products on eight satellite
and cable TV channels, and those on 50
Web pages.

The NBTC and FDA recently agreed to
work together more closely to shorten
response times and enable the faster
removal of advertisements that breach
broadcasting standards.

Earlier,ifthe NBTC found an offending
advertisement, it would present the con-
tent of the ad to a subcommittee on con-
sumer protection. If the subcommittee
concluded that the content was illegal, it
would forward the content to the FDA for
its own examination. The process would
typically take between 40 and 60 days
before an illegal advertisement was final-
lyremoved fromaTV or social media chan-
nel.

After the recent agreement, the FDA
has sent its officials to work in the NBTC
centre where media content is monitored.
Once they detect an offending advertise-
ment, they will ask the NBTC secretary
general to execute an order to suspend the
airingofthe advertisementand, atthe same
time, present the case to the NBTC con-
sumer protection subcommittee and then
to the NBTC for its own examination.
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