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Headline: Spring News to sue MCOT in debt row

Clip: Full Color

Spring News
to sue MCOT
in debt row

NANAT SUCHIVA
KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Spring News, a Thai TV news outlet, plans
to sue MCOT Plc after the state enterprise
on Tuesday vowed to terminate the chan-
nel’s broadcasting network at the end of
nextweek unless it repays 104 million baht
in debt.

The move came after the broadcaster
pledged to terminate the station’s broad-
casting network on June 16.

Spring News said it will sue MCOT over
overpriced rental fees.

The TV station reportedly failed to reach
an agreement with MCOT, saying it needs
to save money for reorganisation.

Spring News said it would sue MCOT
under Section 157 of the criminal code.
Butadispute over __
whether MCOT
is a public or pri-
vate company has
thrown the appli-
cability of that sec-
tion to the crimi-
nal code in doubt.

Thanachai
Wongthongsri,
vice-president of
MCOT, declined to
comment on the
issue, saying he

7/
Takorn: Debt relief
requires interest rate
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has no idea what
Spring News wants because the contract
requires it to pay the rental fees.

“The issue will be finalised soon,”
he said.

In arelated development, the NBTC yes-
terday called on all 20 digital TV channels
to acknowledge the guidelines and condi-
tions for entering a three-year debt mora-
torium recently granted by the government
through Section 44.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
the NBTC, said the regulator agreed to
help all 20 digital TV channels, but they
have to place a 1.5% interest payment with
the NBTC within 30 days, in accordance
with the Bank of Thailand’s debt morato-
rium policy.

TV channels that fail to make the
interest payment will not be covered by
the moratorium.

Mr Takorn said despite extending the
rescue package to digital TV channels, it
will not intervene in their content.

help@ignewsclip.com

Page: 1/1




Section: First Section/NEWS UPDATE: THAILAND

M2F fuﬁ: AN3 8 fguiew 2561 i}

da: - adun: 1627 wU 5(UnaN)

M2F Col.Inch: 6.68 Ad Value: 13,026 PRValue (x3): 39,078 AsY: 48

Circulation: 300,000 o 7 . o ﬂn a “'VL' o
Ad Rate: 1,950 AANU: IN BRIEF: NN gBAUIIWINLNIDA

nany.duausitoalioadn
WL FUNEMS larBns nams. nanansdl
paam zgAnsliAMslassmstsmaiuAuiu i
spvaLfving avandindnomil 104 S S
lidasaBsiheeasth nenyagrminnmeani
HlmAnslasvinenesuiabilaSeinddosaad
el gl¥amsleasetnenebumistn 3 e
Ao t09 5 naNdszandils uazineiiien (eh
aseindazsniddeusantouiud 15 Lol usnn
TiGeusen nane Afsnnaliinsusnslaseiei
soihdld BufuhaBeihdeslivasmwiueu

SWH2Y17: C-180608368019 (8 §.9. 61/05:54) wu 171

EQNQWSC“[)W 390 duTviAan a1im | 888/178 @1A1sHMINUNANTT T 17 aUMWANAR KUNANAT wAUYHTY nganwy 10330
www.ignewsclip.com Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 @ 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701 help@ignewsclip.com



nasy

Thai Rath
Circulation: 800,000
Ad Rate: 1,600

Section: First Section/-

Fuf: Flﬂ’i: 8 {uien 2561

i9: 69 atufi: 22053 wu: 19(819)
Col.Inch: 10.78  Ad Value: 17,248 PRValue (x3): 51,744
pasuw: aauriulan: NLANE nan.

Aad: 217-6n

mﬁ[gﬁf&m E]m
L1}

o~

.'Yllﬁ'l&la NaN. :ileuil 7 .o ma
Unasosgaaailidindudidimalnaieanaia
Nisuaflowimduve sz maniug Tu
adniuliznd@nitiuilosnnznisunisnons
nazde fana Inimi uazians Tnsannan
Uiard (nama.) Aemalnaseanats Tavvo i
madufinoeuAnNZNITIMININIINIZEY
waziioms naimd (nem) fidalinsunszand@nig
guiumTasamandeudmszuunsdidunns
ihuszuu@iia szuzdl 1ialiiuinTasane
Tnaimiilfaduawdmaiuanuszuu@ig
Tiudnasonelu 6o S Wuusd Tuil nem. ind
wind 1 s uiunasz it ludae fuag 20,000 1
uaz Wiiaviinasmadenounti)iznaumsins
Tnadinluans Tasmhoveanauszandniisg
manliandnid i Tnan i amga
dihdnd o dleann @i livoud o
ngung Tigndeanunuilueta venanil
matnasnsgagaiaiisdlimalnaseanaia
finsanmiosvenanlszandniutiive lima

|
o o o o o a o v vy
UMTINLOINITIHAUANIA ﬂﬁﬂ.ﬂwmﬁﬂﬁﬁll_].

SWH212: C-180608009122 (8 §.9. 61/06:01)

wiQNewsClip”"

www.ignewsclip.com

F¥n Bulviadan 1im | 888/178 enAsumnuwaen w17 auwmauin W NRNAT lwRUNaiY ngamny 10330
Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 #= 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701 B¢ help@ignewsclip.com

HU: 171




Matichon
Circulation: 950,000
Ad Rate: 1,100

Section: First Section/-

Fuf: Flﬂ’§8 Hgwiew 2561

#7: 41 atufi: 14698 w1 9(an9zne)
Col.Inch: 13.69  Ad Value: 15,059 PRValue (x3): 45,177
Wazaz1a: maﬂﬂ.gqqmﬁﬁflﬁﬁuﬁm nsnUszanglnaauai nan.

Aad: 217-6n

Aala.gegaiinndeTunas
AsuUsE nauNGnan.’

fiotuil 7 figuisu frnadnases madnasasgegn Smdandumdrnatnases
nan Tisudaaiindinluafinsuussn dniug Bullavansnssmsianmanssne
e Asnsinsimivaziansinsrunanuiend (nany.) deaaUnasasnats lae
yaldmadofinaounAnuznssunmsfanmsnsznoissuasiamsnaiend (N&n.) A%
i 53/2557 aviuil 8 funaw 2557 fddlinandssduusiidumslasanswie
HussuumssdunaniusruuaFne ssusd 1 deiusnslassieinsimifldadu
anaimanuiulussuuadinliudasemely 605y Tueduil nandind wndola
Aiumsaztiufuas 20,000 vm waslfavianasmsdimmuigussnaumsianis
Tnstenfildamslassoyoensuyszanduiug ssfolviuszanduisliguilnansy
fampanuanirdenandy iasnnifumdeiibiveudunguane ligndaemuany
{uade uananil matinesasgegaiimdelimalnasesnansiasansiovsasnsy
ﬂs:md’uﬁuéﬁma’[ﬁmaﬂﬁ'\f&’\mmeiﬁ\ﬁﬁ’umuuﬁ nan.Ananaelyl

SWa212: C-180608020058 (8 H.8. 61/06:06)

a IQNews

www.ignewsclip.com

uS¥n Bulviimaam i | 888/178 a'lﬁ’xiuwwluwmvh 117 auunanian WINANAT LUAUHTU N9y 10330

Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 #= 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701 help@ignewsclip.com

HU 171




Khao Hoon

Ad Rate: 800

UDKU

Circulation: 90,000

Section: First Section/US¥naanzidan
Fudi: Flﬂ’:: 8 figuiew 2561

g4 24 AUl 5984

Col. Inch' 29.94 Ad Value' 23,952

Wi 10(5’1&1)
PRValue (x3) 71,856

‘ﬂ‘nlﬂ?l'l? TRUELLQ\WIEWI El"l?il?l VLN?IE]T)NU?UNEI’I 800 ﬂ%ﬂﬂ%W@iaﬂiUﬂﬂﬂﬁ

Aad: 217-6n

TRUEUISAAN.EIn
Ligasiauds:yaisoo
duAAuUWasaISUgNm

TRUE udsgan. mm‘lmwﬂauanau 1800
MHz @.ai suleRasanseueay Bawa
Uslumivasgnén-sinaeu Sulsinsznums
mealummmammw 0y SulaFuiisma
sas5ugnén shunams. wa‘lmamuﬂ 15 Rai
'muuumuuanaﬁd@mumanmmw

munsmmg fiezasse nesNnagan)s
ng) ngsaAem ('ﬂu) 13t 13 ﬂaﬂjamm
NG (wmﬁu) vi3a TRUE LﬂﬂLN&I’N it
um'nmuu.awmmmuww‘lﬂwmsmm.fla.l
dhTandseyaadu 1800 MHz AgaLla Ui
7 §1.8. 2561 ‘lmumiémanmmammﬂwanﬂwu
widsunelne (aan) Watuasurinasu

Toesaah ﬂmm‘lmwaﬁmmmumm
Wi um‘lm'amnﬂum‘mﬁuxahammm
IWdedunad SwsuRamsnsnumasEs
1800 MHz flaziimlasaniensssmsiannssans
Beg Aamslnavient waziamslnsaumaNuma
76 fnev) ] lwdou a.a. 2561

Fiat ansnmsResondanaaidduly
athssaumaulpemileanatslunigigauas
gnénuazinasy &yaslivnliusndsloma
usioensla iwmavvl,ua’wammwam'nwa-_
fulunsezemga 103 ilasmmBanminan
fiflagramym 0y Sunniemefiazsasiu
anéfaudulaalénhvhdliewas Usnau

S%a212: C-180608013038 (8 H.8. 61/06:06)

‘ iQNews

3
www.ignewsclip.com Q

-253-5000, 02-651-4700

ﬁum‘iﬁﬂaﬂwaaﬂm.,ﬁu‘%m'iﬁav\lai RIEERrY

,ﬂsvuaﬂau 1800 MHz T uqaaﬂﬂamﬂ‘u

T]mmmnumwﬂ‘%nmmauanmwmmLwa
fnsanumsngEn LLa::mmqmﬂumiamu
mnnmh"uaﬂauanma

AUMIEFINT Sumans weIsnITao
nysuMsRamsnszaedes famsnavieniuas
fansmaanasuind (neme.) nanh
YABNURNERTLNTHW TRUE Tuassianaa
RATMIWER 'nﬂm.,wuwwi‘l@wmimmu‘lum
iquﬂs~uaﬂauﬂ11un 1800 MHz laealisa
mﬂ.mwn 15 8.8, 2561 maaﬂmumﬁm‘lww
ﬁuhm-s'aam-i"amﬂauﬂ'nun 1800 MHz &
Lanm‘smmal,waLmﬂun‘ﬁ‘lhfva.ramamwﬂsvnau
mmu‘lmmuumnmmm mmﬂaw.anmsmﬂua
Lwam-iwﬂ'i"uaa fD9E1TLANTD 535,000 LN
W VAT u.a:n'mwanﬂsmu 1,880 mum‘n_

Kareaud1l TRUE Dansasndu
auiiTa 2x40 MHz Ltmnﬁuﬂaummn 2100
MHz f1wu 2x15 MHz 1uaurmwmmmw
6 T.6. 2570 PAuANND 1800 MHz dwau
2x15 MHz ‘luaucmsmuﬂmmuﬂ 15 N.8. 2576
ARUANIND 900 MHz dmw 2x1s MHz lu
auQNavMeRE U 30 Ab. 2574 uaLAvia LU
msldaauanas 850 MHz fu 159 nam
Insasnnen 41ife (Gonaw) via CAT 8n
2x15 MHz ﬁtyrywauﬂmuﬁuaﬂmau .0 2568

dauﬂq1uLﬂaau1waﬂﬂ1wu TRUE T
7 §.e1. 2561 fisuan- wm'mmilmm 6.80 1V
Huanas 005 um winfaduanas 0.73%
mamuunvmmﬂmnawm muuammﬂawm
A 62828 AuUm W

duTvian e | 888/178 anAnsnvvuwanan w17 auwmauin WINANAT LUAUHTU N9y 10330
02- #= 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701

help@ignewsclip.com

HU 171




nuKu

Section: First Section/HAKLLIN
TUN: AN3 8 Hu1en 2561

d: 15 adun: 3518 Wu: 1(an9), 2
Thun Hoon ColInch: 32.50  Ad Value: 24,375 PRValue (x3): 73,125 CETTRER
Circulation: 100,000 o ¥t vL ! o o a ' o evL
Ad Rate: 750 #228917: TRUEINUS24aAR®1800 HunuAaaeni-Q2miilsy
TRU Ehlfl]‘i“’llﬂﬂﬂ‘lllBOO "TRUE
> . 3 695
uunummm-oznﬂiw el
'V 0.05um ;
v.0.73 % 685

m.t TRUE mu'lammnﬂﬁ*uaﬂau 1800MHz ﬁanammaanmum
gy muT‘iJ'inNaamnLﬂumsﬂaﬂaannﬁwmamﬂm wiasALm /2561
DIF memwam‘ﬁaﬁumwmﬁlm ymautiufinmn [filehyars 2.6 vauAIM
Ll.a.,uqummuﬂuwawmu wiz “Fo” 1eeidh 835 1M S>> Kt 2 | S

(ADINHUT 1)

ﬂ TRUE

wtAadbn ek amhandismsim
mtiu 140 vy eafaiii e (enm)
v TRUE Dawern moanssudmslefaron
udr Senuiunudnlidhimmalszyaly
aurym%ﬂ‘maummn AR PR
g 1800 wnuidsed (MHz) wauﬂmfﬂaﬂmu
nssanmianEnssEdes At uae
nan‘uﬂmﬂumﬂuuwmm (naﬂ'ﬁ) Twdou
fomen 9 2561 -

o fafiniy finzazans nesmmrEen sl
naNUsEN (5 1S ng eafllaniu i
@mmy) naneBahmsRasandanan i
lathassueulaeeiistionasdlemigegages
anéuasinaay Seaglivlhssnddlams
usiaehsle
o afuluilouun

sarisaslaidanansenusamsudeduly
aAaRImMIH 10T Lﬂaemmﬁmmﬂﬁuﬁﬁaa’
909 g 0% LIGN'mLWENWQﬂ‘iJ"’iad‘i&Jﬂﬂm‘I’I
e sl e he By e
Tavnsenidiivmiiaslidhisssaatu 1800
MEHz uumﬁaﬂﬂamnmmmmﬂummﬁﬂm
movaniiiden Mefnmenumsnsaauas
amadueilumsasuanmsLsgmaAundae
@ uhwshy 8.40 w.

1ATmanYIWG Fel daim seybueneom
uAemsi Tulassnauant 2561 samseniiin

SWa212: C-180608016029 (8 H.8. 61/05:15)

‘ iQNews

www.ignewsclip.com

3
Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

628.28 au.

ov | Dec | 2915 Jan | Fab| 3 | Ape | 2oy | June

NUNANYBINGNNG Hinaduladaiias ﬁﬂﬁ'

mﬂmaﬂaaaﬁu 388 AWLM ammannmam
NAYYH 54 Fudmuum Mlm'imﬁ 4/2560 %3
Naﬂs"naumsmmmmmmmmwmmu 906 11
1w udsnfenamislin 64 dwum o
'nmmuanmmeu‘[uaﬁﬂwamm (412 usu
T Sinlrananeut 503 usuaE) wihgnen
UseaUUMS RN AR

uemelgnmstimaiisan 57% e
Fevtrnadeiuiudnon lunsiiedais
falounadn wiasiel TRUE meem OPEX
fineasnnlasandriownth lae OPEX il
Gudeanasanmsnefuningld DIF uay
OPEX fiuiusnanas 4% ﬁatﬁﬂu'ﬁ'}mm
Wienfwiuiinen aindigwas DIF fifimaims
dumuinan Iusowieendeiuanamyins
Usgnaums :

udiwatlsznaumsaznayudnianlu
{asand 1/2561 udiFodimssidinaiuaas
TRUE axfqaeppdlulonang /2561 shwan
1 2559 lawfimlsna 400 &mwnm YNTINMS
muﬁuﬂmﬂw DIF Naﬂivnaumﬂ.,aaw 315
iiudmm usiginag TRUE T
DIF mwﬂmnqamﬁmmﬂﬁmmmmuﬁwma
Garvaolsl winh Go Taudayaehfivanse
8.40 1w (DCF) &

duTviean im | 888/178 a'mﬁmmvluwm-m w17 auwmauin II.‘!I']\'IEiN'Nu LWAUNHIY NJ9WY 10330
02- #= 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701

help@ignewsclip.com

HU 171




Section: First Section/-
aa—'us'a TUN: AN3 8 Hu1en 2561
wa d9: 68 adun: 23752 #u1: 9(nNanv)

siam Rath Col.Inch: 13.53  Ad Value: 11,500.50 PRValue (x3): 34,501.50 AaY: 217-61

Circulation: 900,000 o ¥ ! ' ! YY) I !
Ad Rate: 850 Wa28217: 'NguNg Wy aan. luUszya1800 MHzEWANEN WLEILNTS

NANNT U AAN.
laitszya1800 MHz
Fudnanwudonngs

TWUTTMTNTT L. g ABT
Yaistu lEdaenarsudenarenannswg
wdstszmalng Basnslsidnsmszys
Tuaynnalildatuaiud dmiufians
Insanunay 1 1800 MHz lapssyi
AnzfuimsliResanuiianuiuh
u%ﬁ’ﬂlﬂﬂail,ﬁ"li";un'liﬂi:gﬂ‘iuagmpﬂ
Tldnauarud dwiuAaniilnaauun
ANENU 1800 MHz Tz dnlananznITx
msfananIzanedey  Asnnsinaiend
wazfanslnsasuianuiend Tuliau
anadl

a

ARl finci9s nIsunsy
Fomalvg nguudsn (3aw) vse. N3
ApsUpLstL Wawedn AwfiuSEvuae
wiedn efnnsdeenansfenanandn
ﬂ%’WﬁLLﬁﬁﬂizLﬂﬁlﬂﬂLﬁﬂ%LLﬂdLLﬁﬁ'ﬂﬂﬁﬂu
wazppthitmsfesudnar vy
athasauapulasdAilvfionayazlomig
gavasgnAuazinamu Beazlavinla
vssmiAslamausiatnala saniaeslis
nansznuAmauteiulunanzamsym
LA Lﬁaaﬂ'mﬂ%mmﬂ?iuﬁﬁag"mamgw
(a7 ﬂ'amnLﬁmwaﬁﬂzim%’ugﬂﬁwﬁﬂ:
wulnduldindurindlusunan Sniens
ﬁmﬁu‘iwaaﬂm:ﬁu%mﬁaﬂﬁﬁﬁm
UszyaAAy 1800 MHz damAfeuiuse
nuanuIEniviasmeueniiindien
Lﬁaﬁnmmmmm:ﬂmm:mmﬁuﬁh

’[umiammWﬂﬂWiﬂizgaﬂﬁuﬁnﬁm

SWa212: C-180608021083 (8 H.8. 61/05:48) wu: 1/1

; iQNEWS F¥n Bulviadan 1im | 888/178 enAsumnuwaen w17 auwmauin W NRNAT lwRUNaiY ngamny 10330
www.ignewsclip.com Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 @ 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701 help@ignewsclip.com



Bangkok Post

Volume: -

Bangkok Post Col.Inch: 32.03
Circulation: 70,000

Ad Rate: 1,500

No: -
Ad Value: 48,045

Section: Business/NATIONAL
Date: Friday 8 June 2018

Headline: True Move confirms auction no-show

Page: B1(Top Right), B3
PRValue (x3): 144,135

TECHNOLOGY

True Move confirms auction no-show

Source says 1800MHz
spectrum not needed

SRISAMORN PHOOSUPHANUSORN

True Move has reiterated its intention to sit
outthe 1800-megahertz spectrum auction
scheduled for August in a statement filed
with the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET)
yesterday, aimed at curbing widespread
speculation on the company’s shares.

“We want to end public speculation
about our shares by announcing to the
stock market our intent not to participate
in the 1800MHz auction,” said a source
at True Corporation who asked not to
be named.

The country’s second-largest mobile
operator submitted a letter to the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) last month, in which
it claimed itwould not join the August auc-
tion, citing its current combined band-
width from a variety of spectra (both low
and high frequency) and capacity, saying
that can serve double the amount of its
existing customers.

As of March 31, True Move had 27.6
million subscribers, while mobile leader

NO-SHOW CONFIRMED

True Move reiterates its intention to sit out
the 1800-megahertz spectrum auction set for
August. B3

Advanced Info Service (AIS) had 40.1
million. True Move has a combined
110MHz of bandwidth, compared with
AlS's 80MHz.

“We have 40% more bandwidth than
AIS does, but AlS’s subscriber base is 45%
larger than ours. We don’t need to unnec-
essarily invest in networks if we have huge
bandwidth and capacity,” said the source.

Towards the end of last year, AIS and
True Move jointly asked the government
to invoke Section 44 to extend their final
payment term for the 2015 1800MHz spec-
trum auction. That request remains up in
the air after facing heavy criticism from
academics and activists.

The 2600-, 700-, and 1800MHz spectra
(which cannotbe sold in August’s auction)
are also queued for bidding over the next
two years.

“True Move can wait until that time
to reconsider if it needs more spectra,”
said the source, adding DTAC will have
no choice but to bid, as the firm needs to
reassure its customers.

The NBTC will auction three blocks
(2x15MHz each) with a reserve price of
37.45 billion baht, valid for 15 years. All
interested bidders are invited to submit
their applications on June 15, with
the NBTC scheduled to announce the
qualified bidders by Aug 2. The tender
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itself will be held on Aug 4.

All bidders must deposit 1.87 billion
baht as a bid guarantee to participate in
the tender. If only one bid is received, the
regulator will postpone the auction for 30
days and if no applications are received
during the grace period, one concession
will be auctioned to the bidder at a one-
time increment of 75 million on the 37.45
billion reserve price.

True Corp recently received the pro-
ceedsof the sales of its Digital Telecommu-
nication Infrastructure Fund, worth 50.6
billion baht. The source said the company
will allocate the money for debt repayment
and business expansion.
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DTAC executives yesterday submit its subscriber-protection plan to NBTC Secretary General Takorn Tantasith, right.

True affirms to SET it’s skipping licence auction

THE NATION

TRUE CORP informed the Stock
Exchange of Thailand yesterday of its
decision to abstain from a National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
auction in August of telecom spec-
trum licences in the 1800MHz fre-
quency band.

In aseparate statement issued the
same day, Kittinut Tikawan, True’s
co-president in charge of commer-
cial operations, said the company
considered the move carefully before
making thedecision based onoptimal
benefit to customers and investors.

He insisted the company would
lose no business opportunities by
shunning the auction.

True announced in May it would
not take part in the bidding, given
that its existing 55MHz spectrum
bandwidth was enough to maintain
its comparativeadvantage inthelong
run.

Advanced Info Service (AIS) and
Total Access Communication (DTAC)
have yet to declare whether they
would participate in the auction.

Bids mustbe submitted by June 15
and a pre-qualification process will
extend from June 16 to July 31.

The 1800MHz, which the NBTC
will putin auction, currently belongs
to CAT Telecom. CAT has granted the
1800MHz and 850MHz bands to
DTAC to provide a mobile phone
service under its concession, which
will expire on September 15 this year.

DTAC and CAT yesterday jointly
presented a subscriber protection
plan to the NBTC for approval as
DTAC approaches expiration of its
concession. Both confirmed the best
interest of both the customers and
the public would be upheld by pro-
viding them with continuous service
for the duration ofthe so-called rem-
edy period, in compliance with the
NBTC requirements.

The remedy periodisthe time after
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the concession expires but the NBTC
permits the operator to continue to
providethe serviceon an interim basis
to prevent a service disruption until
the spectrum under such concession
is reallocated to a bid winner.

DTAC chief executive officer Lars
Norling said that currently, there are
still a large number of active sub-
seriberson 800 MHz and 1800 MHz,
whose interests must be protected.

CAT president Colonel Sanpachai
Huvanandana said that he is confi-
dent that the NBTC will approve the
proposed plan in favor of the sub-
scribers.

“DTAC along with CAT want to
maintain service qualityinaccordance
with relevant NBTC measures and
announcements. While we are step-
ping up efforts to drive the migration
of remaining 2G subscribers by giv-
ing them good offers to upgrade them
to 3G/4G so that they enjoy much
higher speed mobile internet, ” con-
tinued Norling.
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DTAC moves
to prevent
service halt

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Total Access Communication (DTAC) and
CAT Telecom yesterday submitted a cus-
tomer protection plan for the 1800- and
850-megahertz spectra under CAT Tel-
ecom'’s 2G concession to the regulator,
hoping to prevent service disruption that
could affect its 2 million users.

Under regulations, DTAC, whose con-
cession has nearly expired, must submit a
protection plan to National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) within 90 days before expiry.

The proposed protection plan, subject
to the NBTC's approval, emphasises cus-
tomer benefits from uninterrupted ser-
vices. The protection period will be active
until the spectrum is effectively reallocated
to new operators.

Rajiv Bawa, chief of corporate affairs and
business development for DTAC, said the
move follows the NBTC notification to tem-
porarily provide services on the 800MHz
and 1800MHz bands to prevent any inter-
ruptions for DTAC customers.

Mr Bawa refused to say whether DTAC
will join the 1800-MHz auction, saying the
board will hold a meeting to make a final
decision on June 15, the date all prospec-
tive bidders must submit bid documents
and place a bid guarantee with the NBTC.

DTAC holds 90MHz of bandwidth
(upload and download) on the 1800MHz
spectrum and also 10MHz of bandwidth
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Mr Bawa, second from right, and CAT Telecom’s senior vice-president Kajit Jitsupa, second
left, submit the customer protection plan to NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tantasith, right.

on the 850MHz spectrum under CAT’s
Telecom concession, which will expire on
Sept 15.

However, DTAC has the rightto use only
50MHz of bandwidth on the 1800MHz
spectrum as the concession states that it
must use the first 25MHz of bandwidth
before using the remaining bandwidth.

“This is a normal practice for the conces-
sion holder to submit a plan to ensure cus-
tomers’ benefits under the remedy measure
after the concession expires,” Mr Bawa said.

He said there are more than 2 million
DTAC active users on the 800MHz and
1800MHz spectra, including 2G customers.
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Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
the NBTC, said the customer protection
plan under the remedy period is applica-
ble to critical situations, for which mobile
concession holders must submit applica-
tions to NBTC at least 90 days before the
concession expires.

Although NBTC is set to auction
1800MHz spectrum licences on Aug 4,
more than one month before DTAC'’s con-
cession expire, Mr Takorn said the winner
of the auction is given 90 days to pay for the
first payment.

NBTC will award licences to the winners
after the first payment is placed.
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THE NEwsPAPER You CAN TRUST

Decriminalise
defamation

ollowing the Appeal Court’s ruling last week quash-
ing defamation charges against British human rights
defender Andy Hall, activists who hailed this as a
legal victory have made another call for the govern-
ment to repeal the criminal defamation law.

However, it comes as no surprise that this call seems to
have fallen on deaf ears within the military regime and its
lawmakers who instead are inclined to broaden criminalisa-
tion against civil acts when it comes to their lawmaking and
law enforcement.

The criminal case brought against Mr Hall, for his state-
ments and publishing of reports on alleged human rights
abuses at a fruit packaging company, reminds us of the
chilling effect the Thai defamation law can have on freedom
of speech.

Earlier, the Criminal Court ruled in 2016 that Mr Hall
was guilty of criminal defamation and computer crime. He
was given a suspended prison sentence and a 200,000-baht
fine, but the company appealed the ruling. The legal battle
began in 2013 after Mr Hall published his reports for Finnish
consumer organisation Finnwatch, revealing allegations of
human rights and labour abuses against Myanmar migrant
workers who worked for the company.

After the Appeal Court ruling, the company can still appeal
to the Supreme Court.

This is just one of many cases in which the criminal
defamation law has been exploited to silence and threaten
critics, activists, workers, journalists and politicians over the
past decades. If found guilty under this law, Section 326 of the

News ID: C-180608001098 (8 Jun 18/06:31)

Criminal Code, a person can be jailed for up to one year and
fined up to 20,000 baht.

Thailand should decriminalise defamation under the
Criminal Code because the country already has Section 420
of the Civil and Commercial Code to handle defamation
cases. Under this law, false statements which harm the repu-
tation, credit, earnings or prosperity of other people could
result in compensation having to be paid.

With the existence of the Civil and Commercial Code
alone, businesses have increasingly used it as grounds to file
libel cases against their critics. The most outrageous case was
the 400-million-baht civil suit brought against then media
reform activist Supinya Klangnarong in 2004 over her com-
ment in a newspaper that Shin Corporation, owned by then
prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, benefited from govern-
ment policies. Fortunately, the case was dismissed in 2006.

The criminal defamation law just provides an extra chan-
nel for businesses and the powers-that-be to threaten their
critics or political rivals with lawsuits.

In addition to Mr Hall’s case, a Thai-owned poultry com-
pany in 2016 filed a criminal defamation complaint against
14 Myanmar workers claiming they damaged its reputation
by submitting a labour rights abuse complaint to the National
Human Rights Commission.

The law has also been used against critics of public figures.
For example, Pheu Thai politician Jatuporn Prompan last
year was sentenced to a year in prison for his 2009 statements
against then prime minister Abhisit Vejjajiva.

While the current regime has ignored calls to revoke this
law, it has added salt to the wound by revising the 2007 Com-
puter Crime Act, introducing a wider range of offences under
broader and increasingly ambiguous provisions which make
it easier for authorities to abuse their power.

Those who face criminal defamation lawsuits have usu-
ally been charged with computer crime if their statements
were made online, adding more years to their jail term if
found guilty.

Mr Hall also faced a computer crime charge, but it has
been dropped as a result of the ruling last weelc.

Several countries have decriminalised defamation. Thai-
land does not need to keep this law which threatens freedom
of expression, a right guaranteed by the charter. Following
an election next year, a new government and new lawmak-
ers must push for the repeal of this law to ensure no one is
sent to jail for merely speaking, insulting others or publish-
ing information.
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