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Terrestrial TV fee
reduced by NBTC

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The board of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
yesterday approved a new reduced fee for
the terrestrial broadcasting network or
MUX, proposing 22-26% lower, which was
suggested by three network providers for
both standard definition (SD) and high
definition (HD).

The three MUX providers are Army
Radio and Television (Channel 5), Thai
Public Broadcasting Service (TPBS) and
the Government Public Relations Depart-
ment (PRD).

Secretary-general Takorn Tantasith said
the move helps salve the financial burdens
of terrestrial digital TV operators.

The regulator will allow all four MUX
providers to set their new rental rates, then
submit them to the NBTC for approval.
Three already submitted them yesterday,
with MCOT the exception.

Mr Takorn said MCOT has until tomor-
row to submit a new rate, or the NBTC will
set the new rate for it.

He said the new MUX rental fee rate is
also part of the rescue package, with Sec-
tion 44 recently invoked by the government
to ease the financial burden for digital
TV operators.

Section 44 was invoked in May to impose
athree-year debt moratorium to assist digi-
tal TV operators who owe the NBTC billions
of baht in unpaid licence fees.
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The NBTC has also been tasked with
using its funds to subsidise the MUX
rental fee.

Mr Takorn said decreasing the rental
rate by 22-26%, as approved by the NBTC,
could help both the regulator and digital
TV operators.

“Under the new rate, digital TV opera-
tors will pay less to use MUX. The NBTC
can also subsidise the cost from MUX, as
the NBTC was ordered under Section 44 to
subsidise 50% of operators’ costs,” he said.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC hopes to see
a single rate for renting the MUX network
in the future to ensure fairness among net-
work providers.

In a related development, Mr Takorn
said the MCOT labour union yesterday
submitted a request asking the NBTC to
order Spring News, a Thai TV news outlet,
to pay 104 million baht in debt to MCOT if
the station needs to rent the network from
other MUX providers.

The request came after Spring News and
MCOT jointly settled a weeks-long dispute
over the debt.

Previously, MCOT had vowed to termi-
nate the channel’s broadcasting network
unless Spring News repaid 104 million baht
in debt.

Spring News said it would sue MCOT
over overpriced rental fees.

Spring News reportedly failed to reach
an agreement with MCOT, saying it needs
to save money for reorganisation.
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MCOT is the only
one of the four
MUX providers yet
to submit its new
rates to the NBTC.
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NBTC approves fee
relief for broadcasters

SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) board yester-
day approved the lower network
rental fee rates of three digital TV
broadcasting network providers in
amove thatwill help easethe finan-
cialburden of the digital TV broad-
casters.

The new rates, which are
between 22 per centand 26 per cent
cheaper than the current ones, will
retroactively take effect from June
1, Takorn Tantasith, NBTC secre-
tary-general, said yesterday. The
rates will be effective for two years.

The monthly network rental fee
of the Royal Thai Army Radio and
Television Station will be lowered
from the current Bt4.72 million to
Bt3.5 million for beaming standard
definition (SD) programmes and
from Bt14.16 million to Bt10.5 mil-
lion for beaming high definition
(HD) programmes.

Those of Thai PBS will be low-
ered from Bt4.6 million to Bt3.6
million for airing SD programmes
and from Bt13.8 million to Bt10.8
million for HD programmes.

The Public Relations
Department will cut the rate from
the present Bt4.65 million to Bt3.6
million for broadcasting SD pro-
grammes and from Bt13.95 million
to Bt10.8 million for airing HD pro-
grammes.

The move is in line with the
junta’s order to the NBTC to review
the network rental fees to ease the
burden of the dozen or so holders of
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theNBTC’sdigital TV broadcasting
licences.

Afourthdigital TV broadcasting
network provider, MCOT, hasyet to
propose a new rate to the NBTC for
consideration. If it fails to do so
before the deadline tomorrow, the
NBTChoard will goahead to deter-
mine the new rate for it on June 27.

The NBTC has also subsidised
thebroadcasting network rental fee
to all digital TV licence holders by
50 per cent of the fee for two years,
effective from May 23, in line with
the junta’s recent order.

The NBTC board also acknowl-
edged that MCOT and Springnews
will take more than 30 days, from
tomorrow, to seek ways to resolve
the issue of Springnews’ failure to
pay an overdue digital TV broad-
casting network rental fee to MCOT.

Separately, Takornsaid he is still
confident that the regulator would
tomorrow receiveapplications from
telecommunications operators to
enter the bidding for 1800MHz
telecom licences. As tomorrow is
the only day that the prospective
bidders can submit their applica-
tions, it is the effective deadline for
the stage of a process that will cul-
minate in the auction on August 4.

If no applications are received,
the NBTC will drawup new rules for
auction of the 1800MHz licences
and they may take at least a year to
draft, he added.

True Corp recently announced it
would abstain from this auction,
sayingthatits existing 55MHzspec-
trumbandwidthisenough tomain-
tain its comparative advantage over
the long run.
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