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5G test base facilities set for Digital Park

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The government plans to set up test base
facilities for 5G wireless broadband at the
Digital Park in Chon Buri province this year.

The facilities will also serve as sites for
the adoption of innovative technologies,
with the goal of infrastructure-sharing and
investment cost reduction.

The 5G testbase facilities will be handled
in collaboration with a working panel, com-
prising the Digital Economy and Society
(DE) Ministry, the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) and private sector organisations.

The NBTC was assigned by the working
panel to assess which spectrum range is
most suitable for 5G development, with a
focus on two ranges between 3.3 and 4.2
gigahertz (GHz) and between 24 and 29

GHz, in compliance with the 5G spectrum
standard of the International Telecommu-
nication Union.

Deputy Prime Minister ACM Prajin
Juntong yesterday chaired a meeting of
the National Digital Economy and Society
Committee, where 5G broadband technol-
ogy was lauded for the value it will bring to
vertical industries under the Thailand 4.0
policy. But the government needs to see
practical utilisation of innovative technolo-
gies because 5G adoption requires inten-
sive investment, he said.

Avertical marketis agroup of companies
that serve each other’s specialised needs
and do not serve a broader market.

DE minister Pichet Durongkaveroj said
the government believes investment costs
of 5G broadband adoption in Thailand will
be 40% cheaper if it is done through the
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concept of infrastructure sharing.

“The DE Ministry will set up a working
panel for 5G preparation next week. The
ministry will be responsible for cooperation
with state agencies and the private sector,
while the NBTC will assess spectrum ranges
used for the 5G test base facilities and case
studies,” said Mr Pichet.

He said it is too early to elaborate on
an exact budget for the 5G test base facili-
ties, but they will be run as a consortium
between the public and private sectors.

The NDESC yesterday approved a draft
bill for the Digital Economy and Society
Council of Thailand.

The draftbill has been jointly developed
by the DE Ministry, the NDESC and the Thai
Federation of ICT Technology Association.

Mr Pichet said the DE Ministry will
submit a proposal to establish the Digital

Economy and Society Council of Thailand
to the cabinet by August. After receiving
cabinet endorsement, the draft bill will
be considered by the National Legisla-
tive Assembly.

The Digital Economy and Society Coun-
cil of Thailand is aimed at creating a centre
of self-regulation in digital-related indus-
tries with greater efficiency, along with
developing a digitally skilled workforce
and innovative technology.

The Digital Economy and Society Coun-
cil of Thailand will also cooperate with
other business associations.

“The Digital Economy and Society
Council will finally be a centre of digital-
related industry, similar to other associa-
tions like the Federation of Thai Industries,
the Thai Bankers’ Association and the Thai
Chamber of Commerce,” said Mr Pichet.
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Cave drama prompts media curbs calls

TAAM YINGCHAROEN

A standardised procedure is needed to
screen reporters who cover sensitive news,
a seminar on the lessons learned from the
media coverage of the Tham Luang cave
rescue was told.

Various concerns were raised at the
forum by both news associations and the
public regarding human rights, children’s
rights and the right to privacy, which were
seen as being infringed over the last two
weeks in Chiang Rai.

The event in Bangkok on Wednesday
was hosted by the National Press Council of
Thailand, the Thai Journalists Association,
and the Online News Providers Association.

The behaviour of the Thai media came
under fire after a drone belonging to alocal
news agency flew dangerously close to a
helicopter that was being used to evacu-
ate the boys freed from the cave complex
on Sunday.

There were also complaints about the
media intercepting radio communications
during the rescue operation that involved
more than 1,000 personnel and volunteers
from many countries including the United
Kingdom and Australia. The event drew
intense media interest.

“Disruptive technology makes it nec-
essary for reporters to reconsider their
approach. Speed sometimes jeopardises
clarity and accuracy of information. We
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must examine events where the legality
and ethics of journalism are tested and
questioned,” said Supinya Klangnarong,
president of the Office of the Media Con-
sumer Protection Board of the National
Press Council of Thailand.

“Thisis the first time we have tested the
[media] zoning model, which is an interna-
tional standard and which physically helps
control where the news can and should be
covered,” Ms Supinya said.

“Human rights, rights to privacy and the
rights of children must be understood by
all reporters, and they should act as crucial
indicator of the dos and don’ts in conduct-
ing areport,” she added.

The public’s sensitivity to ethical issues

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT

A woman bids farewell to a Navy
Seal as he leaves U-tapao airport in
Rayong for a medical

checkup. CHANAT KATANYU

Students from
Chiang Rai
Agriculture and
Technology College
repair rice-farming
machines to thank
the selfless farmers
who allowed their
crops to be
saturated with
pumped floodwater.
WICHAN
CHAROENKIATPAKUL
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Farmers who sacrificed their

farmland when they allowed
authorities to divert water from the
cave receive lychee trees as a

gift. WICHAN CHAROENKIATPAKUL

Chinese divers arrive at
Suvarnabhumi airport from Chiang
Rai following the mission to rescue
12 young footballers and a coach
from a flooded cave. SUTTHIWIT
CHAYUTVORAKEN
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should also not be overlooked, said Warat
Karuchit, anominated committee member
of the Thai Media Fund and a media aca-
demic at the National Institute of Develop-
ment Administration.

“We lack understanding in the media
industry of the needs of consumers,” Mr
Warat said.

“In times of crisis, people demand
speedy information and something new,
and sometimes reporters are willing to
undermine journalistic ethics to meet that
demand. There is discussion now about
deploying new strategies and methods to
screen the quality of current and future
news reporters in Thailand through new
sets of requirements,” he said.
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