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Regulator
delays DTAC
remedy rule

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The telecom regulator has postponed its
decision on whether it would temporar-
ily grant Total Access Communication
(DTAC) a subscriber protection period
to use 25 megahertz of bandwidth on its
1800MHz spectrum after the Sept 15 expiry
of its concession.

“We had to delay the decision [at its tel-
ecom subcommittee meeting| to prevent
possible service disruption for the 400,000
users on the network,” said Takorn Tan-
tasith, secretary-general of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

The subcommittee said a decision
depends on when either of the two bid
winners of the 1800MHz licences pay for
the first term for licence instalment.

By rule, if no bid winner pays the first
instalment after Sept 15, DTAC will be
automatically awarded the remedy period,
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which will cover its 25MHz (25x2MHz) on
the 1800MHz spectrum as an original con-
dition of the concession.

If a bid winner pays the first instalment
before Sept 15, the concession was deemed
to inevitably end after the expiry date on
Sept 15 and the remedy period should not
be given by rule, said Mr Takorn.

However, the NBTC must consider for
officialapproval if a bid winner pays for the
first instalment, he said.

On Aug 19, the NBTC ran the second
round of auctions for 1800MHz spectrum
licences and only two out of nine blocks
were sold, with a combined winning price
of 25 billion baht.

Advanced Info Service (AIS) through
its subsidiary Advanced Wireless Network
won one licence containing 5MHz (5x2) of
bandwidth for upload and download worth
12.51 billion baht. DTAC through TriNet
won another block of 5x2MHz.

AIS and DTAC each have to pay 6.25 bil-
lion baht or 50% of their winning bids to the
NBTC within 90 days after the NBTC board
approved their bids last week.

DTAC operates mobile service on the
1800- and 850MHz spectrum under a CAT
Telecom concession, which expires on
Sept 15.

The NBTC failed to auction 850MHz
licences for the first round as no bid-
ders submitted bid documents by the
July deadline.
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NBTC sets conditions for granting safeguards to dtac customers

SIRIVISHTOOMGUM
THE NATION

THE National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
will wait for either of the two bid winners of
1800MHz spectrum lots to pay the first
instalment of the licence fee upfront before
considering whether to grant consumer
protection measures to 1800MHz cus-
tomers of Total Access Communication
(dtac).

The NBTC telecommunications subcom-
mittee yesterday announced its position on
dtac's request for a remedy period to be
applied for the benefit of its 1800MHz and
850MHz customers following the expiry of
concessions on its two spectra on
September 15.

The remedy period refers to the duration
the NBTC would allow telecom operators to
continue using existing spectra to offer
services on an interim basis after their con-
cession ends. This is to give them time to
migrate all customers to other networks.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said yesterday that only after one
of the two bid winners paid the initial fee
would the regulator consider granting the
remedy period to dtac.

In principle, if neither of the bid winners
pays the first instalment after the conces-
sion ends, the NBTC would automatically
grant the remedy period to dtac's 1I8O0MHz
customers.

The protection would cover its entire
25MHz of 1800MHz.

The NBTC divided dtac's 1800MHz
spectrum into nine lots, each containing
5MHz, and auctioned them on August 19.
dtac subsidiary dtac TriNet and Advanced
Info Service subsidiary Advanced Wireless
Network (AWN) each clinched one lot from
the auction. Therefore, dtac has requested

the NBTC remedy period for the remaining
15MHz of the 1800MHz.

The auction rules require the bid win-
ners to pay the first instalment within 90
days of them being named as winners.

dtac has also asked for a review of the
NBTC's decision to reject its request for a
remedy period for its $50MHz customers.
In this case, Takorn said that dtac would
have to write to NBTC with clear reasons
for the review.

Then, the NBTC office would collect all
related information, including the number
of dtac’s existing customers on its conces-
sion for the NBTC telecom subcommittee's
consideration on September 4. The panel
would forward its conclusion to the NBTC
board on September 5.

In a separate matter, Takorn said that on
Tuesday the NBTC had met with the repre-
sentatives of the digital TV licence holders
to seek a long-term solution for the indus-
try, with many of the licence holders strug-
gling to survive amid the fierce competition.

The broadcasters proposed that the gov-
ernment should subsidise the entire month-
ly fees they have paid to the network
providers to rent their broadcasting net-
works.

The NBTC has already subsidised the
broadcasting network rental fee to all digi-
tal TV licence holders by 50 per cent of the
fee for two years, effective from May 23, in
line with a recent order by the junta.

In addition, they also proposed that once
the NBTC auctions the 700MHz, it should
use the upfront fees gained from the auc-
tion to cover all their remaining upfront
fees they have paid to the NBTC for their
TV licences.

The NBTC plans to migrate all digital TV
licence holders, which currently use
700MHz, to operate on 400MHz in the
future.
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Headline: 4-point plan proposed to save digital TV
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4-point plan
proposed to
save digital TV

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Association of Digital TV Operators yes-
terday proposed what it believes will be a new
long-term survival model for the industry,
incorporating several measures to relieve the
financial burdens of terrestrial digital TV oper-
ators and catch up with current ecosystems.

The solution includes four points:

m Subsidising all rental fees (MUX) of broad-
casting networks.

® Waiving the remaining licence payments
by using the upfront gained from future auc-
tions of 700-megahertz spectrum.

® Co-creation of a digital TV rating system
through support from the NBTC.

® Amendment of the must-carry rule in a
way that generates additional revenue from
operators’ content.

The existing must-carry rule for broad-
casting service states that locally licensed
TV stations must be carried on a cable pro-
vider’s system.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of the
National Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC), said it will pass
the group’s proposal to the relevant panel for
in-depth study before making suggestions.

Most of the existing digital TV operators
entered a combined five-year debt moratorium
after the government in May invoked Section
44 powers to ease their financial burden.

The TV channels have to place an interest
payment at a 1.5% rate for each year of the
debt moratorium.

Concerning MUX, the NBTC is subsidising
50% of the rental fee for two years.

The operators’ association said in its pro-
posal that the 700MHz spectrum now in use
by digital TV will be switched off in 2020 and
used for telecom service instead, in line with
the standards of the International Telecom-
munication Union and the World Radiocom-
munication Conferences.

In 2015 the groups officially endorsed Thai-
land’s position to auction the 700MHz band for
mobile communications.

The association said if the NBTC auctions
the 700MHz spectrum and moves digital TV
to the 400MHz range, the regulator could help
TV operators by easing the remaining licence
payments, using upfront funding gained from
the future auction of the 700MHz spectrum.
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