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O00MHz auction scheduled for Oct 20

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The second-round auction date for
900-megahertz licences is officially Oct 20
and comes with amended conditions to
attract prospective bidders — especially
Total Access Communication (DTAC),
which sat out the first-round auction.

Prospective bidders have to submit bid
documents to the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) by Oct 8, seven days before the
telecom regulator’s deadline to file an
appeal with the Central Administrative
Court against the court order last week.

The court last week gave a reprieve
to 90,000 users on DTAC’s 850MHz net-
work, allowing them to continue using the
spectrum until Dec 15, three months after
DTAC'’s concession expires.

The court lifted the July resolution that

denied DTAC from usingthe 850MHz spec-
trum after expiry of its concession.

According to legal practice, however, the
NBTC as the disputing party of the lawsuit
has the right to file an appeal against the
court’s order within 30 days, or until Oct 15.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
the NBTC, declined to elaborate on the
900MHz auction timeline and refused to
comment on whether it was designed to
force DTAC to join the bid.

“The NBTC needs to successfully hold
the auction of the 900MHz licence, as its
role as the regulator is to govern spectrum
resource reallocation after the concession
ends,” he said.

DTAC operated mobile service on 1800-
and 850MHz under the CAT Telecom con-
cession, which expired on Sept 15.

The NBTC held the second-round auc-
tion of 1800MHz spectrum licences on Aug

News ID: C-180920001006 (20 Sep 18/05:16)
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19 with lower-than-expected results, asonly
two out of the total nine blocks of the spec-
trum were sold, bringing a total of 25 billion
baht to state coffers.

Advanced Info Service (AIS) through
its subsidiary Advanced Wireless Network
won one block containing 5MHz of band-
width for upload and download (5x2) worth
12.51 billion baht.

DTAC through DTAC TriNet won the
other block containing 10MHz worth 12.51
billion baht.

The NBTC had planned to auction the
first round of 900MHz licences by upgrad-
ing DTAC's 850MHz to the 900MHz range.
However, no bidders joined the auction in
the first round.

Yesterday, Mr Takorn said the NBTC
board has yet to decide on whether it
should file an appeal against the court order
because it still has time to consider options.
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For the timeline and amended condi-
tions of the second-round auction for
900MHz licences, Mr Takorn said the NBTC
board’s resolution yesterday approved the
amended draft ofthe second-round auction
for 900MHz and assigned management to
move the timeline forward.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC amended two
critical conditions of the original draft of the
900MHz auction to create more attractive
conditions for prospective bidders, espe-
cially DTAC.
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New draft rules for auction
of 900MHz approved

THE NATION

THE BOARD of the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) yesterday approved new
draft rules for the 900OMHz auc-
tion, NBTC secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith said.

Some of the main changes
from the previous rules included
the increase of the starting bid
price to over Bt37 billion from the
previous price of over Bt35 bil-
lion.

Unlike the previous rules, the
new draft does not contain a
clause requiring the bid winner to
be solely responsible for any
interference between this
900MHz band and the same
band allocated for the future rail-
way projects.

The new auction of the
900MHz licence will be held on
October 20. In the event that
there is only one participating
bidder, the auction date will be
extended to take place on
November 3.

The NBTC will hold a public
hearing on the draft from today
until September 24. It will start
accepting bid applications during
October 3 to 8 with the submis-
sion date set for October 8.

The NBTC earlier attempted to
auction the 900MHz licence in
August but no firms submitted a
bid application, prompting the
auction to be aborted.

In a related matter, the board
yesterday chose not to launch an
appeal at this time against the
recent Central Administrative
Court's order requiring the NBTC
to allow DTAC 850MHz customers
to continue using the 850MHz
service until December 15.

The board reasoned that it still

News ID: C-180920003046 (20 Sep 18/05:58)
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had until October 15 to launch an
appeal if it so chooses.

The board yesterday also
approved the issuance ofa
1800MHz licence to Advanced
Wireless Network (AWN), one of
the two bid winners for the
licence chosen in August.

Yesterday AWN paid the
watchdog its first upfront fee
instalment of over Bt6.255 bil-
lion, plus VAT of over Bt437.885
million, for the 1800MHz licence.
It also handed a bank guarantee
of Bt6.693 billion (including
VAT) to the watchdog, which is
the value of the remaining unpaid
upfront fee.

AWN licence

Takorn said that the AWN
licence will take effective on
September 24.

AWN’s parent Advanced Info
Service (AIS) has notified the
NBTC that the company is ready
to receive the 1800 M Hz spec-
trum license on September 24,
and will officially launch its
1800MHz service on the
combined new and existing
1800MHz bands on
September 28.

The AIS chief executive officer,
Somchai Lert Sutiwong, said that
since 2012, the operator had been
acquiring spectrum licences from
NBTC's auctions. The cost of all
its licenses combined is Bt144 bil-
lion.

AWN already controls 30MHz
of 1800MHz.

In August it won its second
1800MHz licence totalling
10MHz. Combining these band-
width means that AWN will oper-
ate on a contiguous 40MHz
bandwidth of the 1800MHz spec-
trum.
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