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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

AIS, True avoid auction

Advanced Info Service Plc (AIS)
and True Move informed the Stock
Exchange of Thailand (SET) theywould
not participate in the 900-megahertz
spectrum licence auction organised
by the National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
for Oct 20.

AIS said after careful consideration
of the auction terms, management is
confident forgoing bidding would not
affect its competitive advantage as it has
the most bandwidth in the industry, suf-
ficient for future growth and upcoming
5G technology.

With roaming bandwidth from TOT,
AIS has total spectrum of 120MHz
(60MHzx2). Its 1800MHz licence
yields the widest bandwidth at 40MHz
(20MHzx2), enabling over 40 million.

AIS subscribers to benefit from data
service with the highest efficiency
according to technical standards. AIS
said its current bandwidth aligns with
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the company’s strategic plan to prepare
for 5G technology.

True Move also confirmed it believes
it has sufficient bandwidth to meet cus-
tomer demand over the next two years
and will notjoin the auction.

Total Access Communication Plc
(DTAC) said it welcomes the flexibil-
ity provided by the NBTC to extend
the submission timeline for 900MHz
spectrum bid applications to Oct 16,
in the event there are no bid appli-
cations by the original deadline of
Qct9.

DTAC plans to use the full amount
of time to continue its feasibility study.
The study will be submitted to its
board of directors for approval, as per
DTAC's internal process and govern-
ance procedures.

DTAC said itis confident all the nec-
essary steps will be completed for the
company to make a final decision by
Oct 16, 2018.
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DTAC decision
on bid hinges on
feasibility study

THE NATION

TOTAL ACCESS Communication
(DTAC)is confident of completing
its feasibility study and making a
final decision on whether to join
the 900MHz auction within the
application submission deadline
set by the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

DTACsaidyesterdaythatitwel-
comed the flexibility given by the
NBTC to extend the submission
deadlineforthe 90O0OMHzspectrum
bid applications to October 16, if
there were no bids by today.

DTACsaiditwould usethe addi-
tional time to continue its feasibil-
ity study, which will be submitted
to the board of directors for
approval as per DTAC’s internal
process and governance proce-
dures.

Rajiv Bawa, DTAC’s chief cor-
porate affairs and business devel-
opment officer, said: “We arein the
process of a comprehensive feasi-
bility study of the criteria and pro-
cedures for the licence.

This will ensure that our final
decision will benefit all stakehold-
ers, including shareholders, cus-
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tomers, and employees in the long
term. Our process is the key to
maintaining the company’s com-
petitive edge and long-term busi-
ness value.”

True Corp and Advanced Info
Service (ALS) yesterday filed to the
Stock Exchange of Thailand that
they would not be participating in
theauction forthe 900MHzlicence
to be held by the NBTC on October
20.

The NBTC allowed potential
bidders to pick up applications
from last Monday until yesterday.
Thelast dayforsubmissionistoday.

Inthe event of only one compa-
ny submittingabid ornobids being
received, the submission date will
be extended by seven days to
October 16.

The auction will be held on
October20. Ifthereis onlyone par-
ticipating bidder, theauction willbe
moved forward to October 28.

Total Access Communication’s
subsidiary, DTAC TriNet, istheonly
company picking up the bid appli-
cation.

According to AIS’ filing to the
SET yesterday, it said the decision
would not affect the company’s
competitive advantage.

AIS is currently the market
leader in telecom services and dig-
ital technology and possesses the
most bandwidth in the industry.
With theroamingbandwidth from
the TOT, AIS’s total spectrum
amounts to 120M Hz.
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