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NBTC’s No.2 quits for politics

AEKARACH SATTABURUTH

Settapong Malisuwan has quit as vice-
chairman of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) to pursue a political career in
the Bhumjaithai Party.

Col Settapong tendered his resigna-
tion letter to the NBTC yesterday with
immediate effect, he said.

He said he had taken an interest in
politics and decided to join Bhumjaithai
now that he has stepped down from the
commission. “My career choice has to
be made clear;” he said.

It took him three days to consider
his options before he decided to enter

politics and join the party, he said.

Col Settapong said the resignation
would not have an adverse impact on
the NBTC or pile a bigger workload onto
the remaining commissioners.

Meanwhile, Bhumjaithai has denied
it is forging links with other parties in
support of Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha
returning as prime minister in the
next election.

It has been alleged the party favours
Gen Prayut making a comeback as
prime minister after Sino Thai Engi-
neeringand Construction PCL, inwhich
Bhumjaithai leader Anuthin Charnvira-
kul has shares, was awarded infrastruc-
ture projects by the regime.
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Songsak Thongsri, the party’s deputy
leader, insisted it was not taking sides
as itwas capable of deciding on its own
which coalition bloc it will join after the
election, tentatively set for Feb 24.

The accusation that the party has
pledged loyaltyto the regime was a ploy
to discredit it, he said. Bhumjaithai has
been gaining traction with voters and
certain political elements are bent on
setting it back, he added.

Mr Songsak said Mr Anuthin is only
one of many shareholders in Sino Thai
Engineering. Whoever benefits from the
projects it has won has little to do with
Mr Anuthin or the direction of the party,
he claimed.
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TECHNOLOGY

Pete won’t rule out 5G bid
after JAS’s 900MHz failure

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Despite failing to pay for a 900-megahertz
licence from the 2015 4G auction, JAS
Mobile Broadband says it will consider
joining future bids for fifth-generation (5G)
wireless broadband.

According to JAS chief executive Pete
Bodharamik, the conditions for the 5G auc-
tion must be based on reasonable valua-
tion, not on the previous auction’s winning
prices, which he said were too high.

“Spectrum licences for 5G in the future
should not be high priced, as it will create
too much financial burden on operators
trying to promote adoption of machine-to-
machine connectivity in the mass market,’
Mr Pete said.

Meanwhile, the telecom regulator said
last week that new players should enter the
5G ecosystem in order to create healthy
competition in the telecom industry and
alternatives for digital-driven services.

Mr Pete said JAS will join the 5G licence
auctionif the conditions are more attractive.

“5G could help create added value to
the existing business of Jasmine Group,”
he said.

JAS is the second-largest fixed broad-
band service in the country, providing
nationwide service via fibre-optic cable.
The group also operates a variety of busi-
nesses related to digital services.

JAS subsidiary Mono Group is trans-
forming itself into a total online solution
with social media management for enter-
tainment under the 2019 roadmap.

“We [Jasmine Group| have business
strength through hard infrastructure such
as the fibre-optic network and soft infra
through our variety of content, as well as
digital channels and platforms of entertain-
ment,” Mr Pete said.

In 2015, JASwon alicence atthe 900MHz
auction for the winning price of 75.65
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Mr Pete says 5G could add value to existing
business. TAWATCHAI KEMGUMNERD

billion baht. It later defaulted on the first
licence payment due in March 2016.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission, said the NBTC
has hatched an idea to auction low bands
such as the 700MHz and 2600MHz spec-
tra and stipulate that the winners of those
bids would be given other slots in higher
bands such as the 3500-3800MHz and
23-28GHz ranges.

Mr Takorn said the lower bands serve as
major infrastructure for data traffic, tech-
nically called “coverage bands’, while the
high ranges, or “capacity bands’, require
more network density for efficient com-
munications and are fit to serve heavy
data transmission.

For the 3500-3800MHz range now partly
used by satellite provider Thaicom, the
NBTC is considering a recall of a combined
360MHz of bandwidth.

The regulator is also mulling a recall of
bandwidth on the 23-28GHz range, also
partly used by Thaicom.
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