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900MHz licence
awarded to DTAC

Telecom giant offers B38bn
as sole bidder at auction

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Total Access Communication (DTAC) subsidiary
DTAC TriNet won a 900 megahertz licence for 38.06
billion baht, in a sole bidder auction yesterday.

The nation’s third largest telecom company was
left alone to bid after its bigger rivals — Advanced
Info Service (AIS) and True — stayed out as they had
already secured 900MHz licences.

The auction started yesterday with a reserve price
set at 37.98 billion baht.

Bidders are required to place each bid in 76 mil-
lion baht increments.

DTAC TriNet had to offer another single bid to
successfully grab the licence.

The offered price was close to the figure estimated
by financial analysts.

The National Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC) yesterday held the auc-
tion of 5MHz of bandwidth in the 900MHz range.

Yet the winner is allowed to operate the 850MHz
licence for another 24 months during the switch-
ing from the 850MHz to 900MHz network due to
hardware upgrades across the nation, according
to Takorn Tantasith, the NBTC’s secretary-general.

The winner is required to pay in four sums.

The initial one is an installment of 4.02 billion
within 90 days after Oct 31.

Second is 2.01 billion in 2019, another 2.01 billion
in the 2020, and the rest of about 30 billion in 2021.

Inarelated development, the NBTC is prepared to
sellleftover bandwidth on the 1,800MHz spectrumin
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February — the last slot from the concession regimen
before the pivot to 5G.

The expected spectrum will be the remaining
35MHz of bandwidth in the 1,800MHz range, which
would come with longer terms for licence payments
of 8-10 years, up from the existing three years.

Previously, NBTC auctioned the second round
auction of 45MHz of bandwidth on the 1,800MHz
range on Aug 19, divided into nine slots each con-
taining 5MHz or 5x2 MHz for upload and download.

However, only two out of total nine blocks were
sold with a combined winning price of 25 billion
baht to the state cotfers.

AIS through its subsidiary Advanced Wireless
Network won one block of the 1,800MHz licence
worth 12.51 billion baht.

DTAC through DTAC TriNet won another block
of MHz worth 12.51 billion baht also.

The bidding next year is to attract mobile opera-
tors to bid on additional spectrum bandwidth that
would provide better service and capacity for cus-
tomers, Mr Takorn said.

“The auction of the remaining 35MHz would also
help the regulator end the concession era, paving
the way for new auctions on spectrum ranges that
would serve 5G wireless broadband in the future,”
Mr Takorn said.

Another spectrum to be put on auction next year
is a 2,600MHz range now being used by state-owned
broadcaster MCOT.

NBTC's working panel has drafted regulatory
conditions for recalling spectrum and compensa-
tion. Details will go to the NBTC board meeting
next month.

The new compensation rules will allow NBTC to
pay compensation to some old concession holder
in order to regain spectrum and repackage them to
sell in new bidding.
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NBTC to auction more bandwidth as lone bidder DTAC TriNet takes 900MHz licence

SIRIVISHTOOMGUM
THE NATION

THE NATIONALBroadcastingand
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) aims to auction licences for
the seven remaining lots of the
1800MHz band and also the 2.6GHz
band next year.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith made the revelation after
the auction yesterday ofthe 90O0OMHz
licence, which was grabbed by DTAC
Trinet, the only bidder, offering
Bt38.064 billion.

DTAC TriNet is a subsidiary of
Total Access Communication
(DTAC).

The telecom regulator had auc-
tioned nine lots of the 1800MHz in
August this year when DTAC TriNet
and Advanced Wireless Network
(AWN) each grabbed only one lot.
The NBTC currently has seven unsold
lots of the 1800MHz band.

The NBTC is expected to submit
for the board’s consideration next
month the revised draft rules to
reclaim the spectra from state agen-
cies for reallocation. The NBTC will
compensate them after reclaiming
their spectra.

MCOT currentlyholdsthe 2.6 GHz
spectrum.

Inthe absence of any competition,
the 900MHz licence auction yester-

day was concluded in just about an
hour, afterbeginning at9.45amatthe
NBTCheadquarterson Phaholyothin
Road. DTAC TriNet raised the price
only once. Under the auction rules, a
bidder is required toraise the bid price
at least once and at Bt76 million per
time.

The 15-year licence (890-
895MHz/ 935-940 MHz), features
2x5MHz bandwidth with the open-
ing bid of Bt37.988 billion.

Winning the 900MHz licence
means DTAC will have a combined
110MHz of both low-band and high-
band spectrum, equal to True Corp’s
holdings butless than Advanced Info
Service’s 120MHz spectrum band-

width.

Currently, DTAC TriNet has the
licence to operate the 2.1GHz band
totalling 2x15MHz bandwidth, and
is due to receive a licence to operate
the 1800MHz band totalling
2x5MHzbandwidth. It has also part-
nered with TOT to provide a wireless
broadband service on the state
agency’s 2.3GHz totalling 60MHz
bandwidth.

DTAC chief executive officer
Alexandra Reich said after the auc-
tionyesterday: “Todayisa significant
milestone for DTAC, as we acquired
a licence for the 900MHz spectrum
tobe used by our customers. Thislow-
band spectrum is essential to DTAC's

News ID: C-181029003049 (29 Oct 18/06:07)

‘ iQNews

www.ignewsclip.com

#= 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701

network and our Internet services,
notonly for DTAC customersin cities,
butalso forthosein rural areas across
the country”

The acquisition of the 900MHz
licence will enhance the company’s
nationwide service coverage, she
added.

DTAC will quickly update all its
systems currently operating on its
existing 850M Hzto 900M Hz to sup-
port the rapid growth of mobile
Internet demand across the country.

According tothe 900MHz licens-
ing rules, after the win, DTAC will
now be able to continue using its
existing 850MHzspectrum fora peri-
od notexceedingtwo years during the

transition to the 900MHz band.

The NBTC had declined to allow
DTACto continue usingthe 850MHz
after its concession expiry date of
September 15 this year.

This prompted DTACtoseek tem-
porary protection for the remaining
850MHz customers on its conces-
sion in the Central Administrative
Court, which in the middle of last
month allowed DTAC to continue
using the 850MHz band until
December 15.

Reich added that DTAC’s bid for
a 900MHz licence ensures service
continuity forits 850MHz customers
afterthe protection period granted by
the court ends on December 15.
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