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TOT and CAT spectrum rights unchanged by merger

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The two state telecom firms — TOT Plc and
CAT Telecom — would still have the right to
use the existing spectrum ranges until the
expiry of terms after they merge, according
to aresolution bythe board of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

The right of spectrum usage is specific
to each company, awarded by the regula-
tor and is non-transferable, as stated in the
NBTC Act, Section 46.

The merger would happen under Sec-
tion 153 of the Public Company Act of
the Commerce Ministry, and the use of
spectrum ranges would be unchanged

as they are operated by TOT and CAT
Telecom, despite the new organisa-
tional structure.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith said the NBTC board concluded the
merger would not conflict with Section 46
of the NBTC Act in terms of their existing
spectrum usage ranges.

The NBTC board’s move comes after
the Digital Economy and Society (DE)
Ministry sent a letter to the NBTC in
September asking it to clarify the impact
of the merger procedure, especially
regarding the spectrum usage rights of
both companies.

The ministry wants to accelerate the
merger to salvage both companies after

failing to create two new companies from
TOT and CAT as previously planned.

The working panel handling the
merger process for the DE Ministry is
working on an action plan and wants to
submit it for cabinet approval by the end
of this year.

Two critical issues have concerned the
two state enterprises — their spectrum
usage rights after the merger and the legal
obligations of existing disputes between
the two enterprises and between TOT and
private companies, the latter with several
cases in court.

The ministry’s letter asked the NBTC
board to clarifty whether TOT and CAT can
use their existing spectrum until 2025, after

the merger implementation.

The working panel submitted the letter
to the Office of the Attorney-General (OAG)
to ask about the legal disputes, but have not
yet received a response.

Previously, Pongthiti Pongsilamanee,
acting president of TOT’s labour union, sent
urgent letters to the directors of both the
State Enterprise Policy Commission and
the NBTC on Oct 11 urging the NBTC and
the OAG to settle concerns over issues that
could pop up after the merger.

Mr Pongthiti expressed concerns over
possible harm from legal challenges, even
though the NBTC and the OAG support
the merger.

Mr Takorn said the spectrum bands
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being used are the 470MHz, 2100MHz
and 2300MHz by TOT, and 850MHz by
CAT Telecom.

Sungvorn Poomtian, president of CAT
Telecom’s labour union, said it is a good
sign the NBTC has already clarified the
merger procedure.

TOT operates the 2300MHz band
through a partmership deal with DTAC
subsidiary DTAC TriNet (DTN) to jointly
develop 4G service.

The deal lasts through 2025, with
DTN agreeing to lease telecommu-
nication equipment and domestic
roaming service to launch the 4G LTE-
TDD network on 60MHz using TOT’s
2300MHz spectrum.
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Headline: Ari-Phahon Yothin, an area on the rise

Ari-Phahon Yothin, an area on the rise

Mixed-use development is booming in one of the city’s prized neighbourhoods

neighbourhood in Bangkok is

being transformed into the newest
centre for mixed-use developments that
include office space and residences for
people who are seeking a quality urban
living experience.

Along the two-kilometre section
from the Ari to the Saphan Khwai BTS
stations, in particular, government
premises, office buildings and mixed-
use developments have been going up,
surrounded by abundant facilities for all
lifestyle needs — community malls and
department stores, hospitals, eateries,
coffee shops and more. Easyto access by
foot or skytrain with short time travelling
in- or outbound, it’s become the desired
location for everyone to move in, and it’s
rare that the original residents decide to
move out.

Nalinrat Chareonsuphong, managing
director of Nexus Property Marketing,
the real estate consultant, said the Ari-
Phahon Yothin area has high potential
to become one of the capital’s next major
locations for office space.

The vibrant Ari-Phahon Yothin

It’s already home to some prominent
public and private office buildings such as
Exim Bank, the headquarters of Govern-
ment Savings Bank, the NBTC, Kasikorn-
bank’s head office and AIS Tower, but also
three brand-new Grade A office buildings:
the 25-storey Pearl Bangkok; Ari Hill, the
34-storey mixed-use centre consisting of
office space, retail and residential accom-
modation; and the 24-storey SC Tower.
The three buildings are expected to be

workplaces fora combined 6,050 people
in total.

Moreover, Mrs Nalinrat said, there are
under-construction projects scheduled to
be completed in the next few years: The
Rice, a 2-billion-baht 24-storey mixed-

The market demand for low-rise condos in
this zone is continually seen, as the price for
a residence located in the heart of Bangkok
sounds reasonable and affordable.

NALINRAT CHAREONSUPHONG

Managing director, Nexus Property Marketing

use development, and Pruksa’s Vimutti
Hospital, a 5-billion-baht healthcare pro-
ject, both expected to open in 2020; and
Vanich Place by Laemthong Corporation,
a31-storey office building and community

mall set for completion in 2021.

“The continual rise of high-end sky-
scrapers underlines the fact that this
area remains one of Bangkok’s CBDs,’
she said, referring to central business
districts. “Blending with the charming
contemporary lifestyle, it beckons the
new generations to move in.”

With its outstanding strength in ongo-
ing developments of office buildings and
high-end skyscrapers, plus an easy-to-
commute location, Ari-Phahon Yothin
has an opportunity to become a city resi-
dential centre with growth in demand,
supply and prices.

Since 2013, more and more condo-
minium projects have opened, both
high-rise and low-rise. Out of 16 projects,
3,318 units were sold, or about 81%, Mrs
Nalinrat said.

Projects newly launched in the two
years mainly had a sales rate exceed-
ing 70%. High-end condos (110,000 to
190,000 baht per square metre) hold the
biggest market share at 74%, or 2,544 units
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of both high- and low-rise condos. The
best-sellers of this cluster are projects

with a selling price of 110,000 to 120,000
baht per sq m, mostly in the Inthamara
neighbourhood, while there is noth-
ing with this selling price developed in
Ari-Phahon Yothin. Thus the area is a
potential marketing opportunity for the
property industry.

“The market demand for low-rise
condos in this zone is continually seen,
as the price for a residence located in
the heart of Bangkok, near the skytrain
stations, sounds reasonable and afford-
able,” Mrs Nalinrat said. “Meanwhile, the
selling price of high-rise condos is more
expensive, due to the price of the land
plot and its availability. Additionally, the
advantage of alow-rise one is fewer units
in each project, which could bring a vibe
of privacy that exactly meets the demands
of the modern urban life”

She said that in the current fast-paced
world, one of the most important mat-
ters is to have a home in town in a bid to
reduce travelling hours and gain more
leisure time in style.

Living in Ari-Phahon Yothin could
bring homebuyers closer to that goal.
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