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New copyright

protection
centre debuts

Aims to prevent online
patent infringements

POST REPORTERS

A new government centre was launched
yesterday to protect parties affected by
widespread infringement of intellectual
property online, with the goal of stopping
offenders’ activities over the course of one
to three days while waiting for the results
of a formal investigation.

The centre is being established so that
police and other concerned state agen-
cies can take immediate action to stop
illegal online activities that are reported
to the centre.

Headquartered on the first floor of
the Office of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), the centre is a result of coopera-
tion between the NBTC and the Royal Thai
Police. Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general
of the NBTC, said the US and Japanese
embassies have become partners in this
new movement to fight intellectual prop-
erty infringement.

In the past, it normally took seven to
eight months before a court order was
issued to take action against an offender,
he said. Now, when the centre receives a
complaint, police investigators and the
NBTC will work together to find out if the
complaint is credible. Ifitis, the centre will
then seek to cooperate with the Ministry of
Digital Economy and Society to block the
offender, Mr Takorn said.

Previously, up to 3,000 websites found
to have breached intellectual property
rights were blocked, accounting for only
20% of all such sites, he said. Immigra-
tion Bureau chief Pol Lt Gen Surachate
Hakparn said Thailand has recently been
upgraded from the Priority Watch List
(PWL) to the Watch List (WL) in the Spe-
cial 301 Report by the Office of the United
States Trade Representative (USTR).

Thailand was on the PWL for 10 years
— from 2007 until last year, he said. The
upgrade in the intellectual property
protection situation came after vigor-
ous crackdowns on intellectual property
infringement cases across the country, in
which more than 40 people were arrested
and charged, and a number of websites
were blocked, he said.

The anti-money laundering law will

Pathomphong Sirachairat, chief operating officer of Mono Film Co, left, lodges a complaint with the new government centre opened
yesterday to receive complaints from parties affected by online infringement of intellectual property. TAWATCHAI KEMGUMNERD
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also be used against offenders as well if
applicable, he said. On the same day of
the launch of the new centre, the operator
of MONO29, a digital TV channel, lodged
a complaint seeking legal action against
the people who had violated the copyright
of foreign films the channel had paid for
airing on the channel.

Pathomphong Sirachairat, chief operat-
ing officer of Mono Film Co, said the copy-
right infringement of the films the com-
pany imported to be aired on MONO29
have been violated by those who copied
the films for illegal broadcasting online or
distributing copies of them.

He estimated that the company lost
more than 100 million baht to these activi-
ties of film copyright infringement, saying
the company now has enough evidence
to seek to have at least 20 suspects pros-
ecuted. Although not all suspects will be
brought to justice in the end, it willbe alot
better if their online channels are blocked,
Mr Pathomphong said.
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3 companies file IP violations with novel fast-track centre

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Three companies and the Thai Motion Pic-
ture Industry Association filed complaints
yesterday through the newly established
government anti-piracy agency, requesting
that violating websites be blocked within
three days, rather than the current proce-
dure which takes six months.

The three companies are SET-listed
Mono Technology Plc, which operates digi-
tal TV on Mono 29 Channel, Major Cineplex
Group, and Netflix Thailand.

The move came after the official launch
of the Center of Operational Policing for
Thailand Against Intellectual Property Vio-
lations and Crimes on the Internet Suppres-
sion (Coptics) yesterday at the office of the
National Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission (NBTC).

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tan-
tasith said Coptics was established under
collaboration with the Royal Thai Police
and Intellectual Property (IP) Department,
aiming to accelerate the process for block-
ingillegal websites related to IP violations.

“We have to realise the need to speed
up the enforcement procedure and lessen
the damage for IP violations in the digital
era, he said.

Coptics is part of the NBTC, so cases of
online violations can be preliminarily veri-
fied by police officers and sent to the NBTC
quickly. Then NBTC can notify particular
internet service providers (ISPs), which are
required to block access to the reported
websites immediately.

The NBTC will cooperate
with the Royal Thai Police to
ensure expediency for the vic-
tims of IP violations. Police
officers with expertise in these
matters are to be stationed at
Coptics on a daily basis.

Under the previous proce-
dure, companies with claims
of IPrights violations must file a
complaint with police for veri-
fication, then take their com-

FAITH IN COPTICS

Three companies and the Thai Motion Picture
Industry Association file IP complaints
through a new anti-piracy agency. BS

plaint to the Digital Economy and Society
(DE) Ministry, which then sendsittoa court
for an order to block the illegal website.

To obtain the court order could take 7-8
months in some cases.

However, Mr Takomn said the
court order procedure may also
be conducted in parallel by the
DE Ministry.

The opening ceremony for
Coptics yesterday included
national police chief Pol Gen
Chakthip Chaijinda, Pol Maj
Gen Surachate Hakparn, chief
of the Immigration Bureau,
and representatives from the
US embassy.

Information on Coptics
operations were sent to the embassies of
the US, Canada, and Japan to help allevi-
ate their concerns over reporting piracy
and in response to questions about IP
rights violations.

Mr Takorn said there have been more
than 2,000 websites (URLs) reported con-
ducting illegal activities on the internet
between August and December this year.

Only 20% of those websites were blocked
through the current procedure, he said.

The police sent 744 reported websites to
the NBTC last week, asking it to cooperate
with ISPs to block the websites.

However, only 47 websites were blocked,
while the remaining 697 are encrypted
from abroad, meaning local ISPs cannot
block them.

Most of those websites are run by Google,
YouTube and Facebook, said Mr Takorn.

He said the NBTC asked representatives
of the US embassy yesterday for coop-
eration in inviting management of these
US-based companies to talk with the regu-
lator in Thailand.

Mr Takorn said establishment of Coptics
is in line with the government’s policy to
tackle IP rights violations.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha, as
chairman of the National Intellectual Prop-
erty Policy Committee, and Deputy Prime
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Takom: Coptics
speeds up process

Minister Prawit Wongsuwon, as chairman
of a sub-committee on Law Enforcement
of IP Infringement, have ordered the Royal
Thai Police, NBTC, and Intellectual Prop-
erty Department to work closely on ready-
ing law enforcement for IP violation cases.

Apart from illegal, pirated products
being sold at shops, IP content is also
being downloaded via online channels,
said Mr Takorn.
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Column: AT A GLANCE: DTAC takes possession of licences for 2 bands

Clip: Full Color

TELECOM

DTAC takes possession of licences for 2 bands

DTAC TriNet yesterday received spectrum licences for the 900
MHz and 1800 MHz bands from the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC). DTAC had won the
licenses for 1800 MHz and 900 MHz in auctions held by the NBTC
in August and October, respectively. The ISP now holds a com-
plete spectrum portfolio including both low-band and high-band
frequencies, forming a total of 110 MHz bandwidth with 70 MHz
used for downlink.

A Tuesday press release said DTAC now has the most down-
load capacity per customer in the market, which can match their
needs for a high-speed Internet experience, be it watching high-
definition video or browsing the web.

DTAC's 28-year concessions for 1800 MHz and 850 MHz
expired on September 15, 2018. The newly acquired licenses on
1800 MHz and 900 MHz therefore mark the end of its transition
from a concession regime (with CAT) to a licence regime. The
transition was accomplished without any service disruptions
despite its complexity and scale.

DTAC customers are now assured that the provider can offer
continuous nationwide coverage, evenin remote areas, on 900
MHz," the release said. With DTAC TURBO, operating on 2300 MHz
in partnership with TOT, the company touts the widest single
block of spectrumin Thailand, offering unparalleled capacity
using 5G-ready 64x64 massive MIMO antennas.
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SPACE

First Thai-made satellite
successfully enters orbit

Thailand's first domesti-
cally made satellite that was
launched on a US rocket
earlier this month has suc-
cesstully entered orbit, it
was announced yesterday.

The tiny educational sat-
ellite, which measures just
10 centimetres by 10cm
and weighs about 1 kilo-
gramme, was designed and
built by a research team at
King Monglait’s University
of Technology North Bang-
kok (KMUTNB).

The KNACKSAT, an
acronym for KMUTNB
Academic Challenge of
Knowledge Satellite, was
launched on a SpaceX
Falcon 9 rocket from Van-
denberg Air Force base in
California on Dec 3, one of
64 satellites on board.

The research team at KMUTNB is
headed by Pongsatorn Saisutjarit, who
studied at Tokyo Gakugei University Senior
High School in Tokyo and graduated from
the University of Tokyo's Department of
Aeronautics and Astronautics.

He initiated the KNACKSAT project in
2012, and three years later the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission gave it the green light and
provided funding of US$270,000 (8.8 mil-
lion baht).

“Japan taught me systematic thinking
processes and to be more precise. [ think
this is what has made the projecta success,’
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Thailand’s first home-built satellite has successfully gone
into orbit. IMAGE FROM FACEBOOK.COM/KNACKSAT

Mr Pongsatorn told a press conference.

KNACKSAT is aimed at boosting the
knowledge and experience of researchers
and students in the area of satellite design
and construction, and serving as a foun-
dation for the design and construction of
larger satellites.

The satellite includes an iPhone 4
camera and uses amateur radio frequen-
cies for data transmission.

Most of the integrated circuit compo-
nents contained in the device were made
in Japan, while its antennae was fashioned
from a metal tape measure purchased at a
“100 yen” shop. KYODO
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BROADCASTING & TECHNOLOGY

GMM pumping B20m
into Change 2561

Churning out content
amid competition

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

GMM Grammy Plc (GMM) is investing 20
million baht to expand its new subsidi-
ary, Change 2561, by increasing content
volume to diversify its media portfolio to
survive in a dire media environment.
The company is also urging the broad-
castregulator to support digital TV media
operators by reducing regulatory costs.
“We still believe good quality content
can attract audiences on every platform,”
said Saithip Montrikul Na Audhaya, chief
executive of Change 2561 Co, a joint
venture of GMM and ThaiBev subsidi-

ary Adelfos.

She said the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
should help reduce high digital TV costs
as too many channels compete to attract
valuable advertisers.

Reducingthe cost of digital TVs notonly
helps operators but also saves jobs in the
media, freeing up capital to produce qual-
ity content and attract more viewers, that
will in turn increase ad revenue.

“The government should support
local content, as is done in South Korea.
This creates jobs and the media can be
exported to other countries. Such support
also increases the quality of content,” said
Mors Saithip.

She is concerned the economic and
political situation makes advertisers reluc-
tant to spend, adopting a “wait and see”
policy for 2019.

Under the plan, Change 2561 will
expand more carefully than in the past
six months. With 20 million baht, it can
produce more content on multiple plat-
forms to serve changing viewer attitudes
with content that is not exclusive to GMM,
she said.

The company will increase staff from
five to 60 people and outsource content
to an external production team.

“We will focus on creating content based
on true stories to inspire and encourage

Mrs Saithip says
the NBTC should
help alleviate the
cost burdens of
digital TV
operators.
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people,” said Mrs Saithip.

She is also vice-chairman of the board
for GMM Channel Holding. Previously,
Mrs Saithip was chief executive for media
business with GMM Grammy.

“My previous role was focused on chan-
nel management, butin my new role, [ will
focus more on content creation. I always
have believed content is king,” she said.

The company has five business seg-
ments — soap operas and series, TV
programmes, show business, on-ground
activities and online content.

Soap operas and series make up
the majority of revenue (50%). In 2019,
GMM25 will produce 11 titles — five titles
for GMM?25, ONE31 will receive its first-
ever series, PPTV is to receive three and
AMARIN TV two. The channel also has the
Club Friday Show, which features a variety
of celebrity love stories.

The show business segment is expected
to contribute 25% of total revenue. Four big
concerts are planned — Si Yak Pak Whan
Concert Episode 2562, J-Jetarin, Nadech
content and Off Pongsak.

The other 25% will come from
on-ground activities and online con-
tent that earns revenue from sponsors
and advertisers.

Change 2561 has 10 online programmes
on its Facebook page, Twitter, Instagram
and YouTube among other platforms,
such as Pee Any Pee Chod Tua Tor Tau and
Christina’s Diary.

“Online audiences need shorter, more
colourful content that grabs their atten-
tion within the first two minutes,” said
Mrs Saithip.

The company expects 577 million baht
inrevenue next year.
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