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DE Ministry to begin 5G trial

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Digital Economy and Society (DE)
Ministry plans to begin the trial for the 5G
testbed in the Eastern Economic Corridor
(EEC) in January, a significant move in pre-
paring for 5G adoption by 2020.

The 5G sites and lab will be at the sci-
ence faculty, Kasetsart University Sriracha
Campus, while the testbed will be through-
out Sri Racha district.

DE Minister Pichet Durongkaveroj said
the trial will focus at first on transport,
healthcare and tourism.

“The location in the EEC will help create
a proper ecosystem for new use cases in
targeted industrial sectors in the EEC,
especially Internet of Things (IoT), smart
vehicles, deep-sea ports, high-speed rail
and the third international airport project,”
Mr Pichet said.

The 5G trial will feature the recently
announced alliance of private firms and
state agencies, including Ericsson, Huawei
Technologies, Qualcomm, Intel, Nokia,
major telecom operators, the Thai Federa-
tion of ICT Technology Association, and the

National Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission (NBTC).

The NBTC was asked to provide spec-
trum ranges for the 5G testbed in the EEC,
particularly 3,500MHz and 26-28GHz.

Representatives of the alliance are mem-
bers of the working committee on the 5G
testbed set up on Oct 31. The committee
has 29 members and is chaired by the DE
permanent secretary.

The 5G testbed in the EEC was approved
by the National Digital Economy and Soci-
ety Committee chaired by Prime Minister
Prayut Chan-o-cha.

Mr Pichet said members of the alliance
visited the 5G sites and Kasetsart lab last
week, followed by a group of internet ser-
vice providers last Saturday.

The DE Ministry is seeking potential
5G developers to cooperate in the 5G alli-
ance’s trial.

The 5G testbed’s lab is just 1.5 kilometres
from Thailand’s first digital innovation park
in Chon Buri province.

5G technology can provide data rates
of up to 100 times faster than the current
4G, potentially transforming traditional

agriculture, healthcare, manufacturing
and automotive industries, as well as
smart cities.

The government has said the investment
cost of 5G adoption in the country will be
40% cheaper if done through the concept
of infrastructure sharing.

The DE Ministry’s project is in parallel
with the NBTC's 5G test centre in Bang-
kok under a partnership with Chulalong-
korn University.

The 5G testbed at the university will
be open for mobile operators and tel-
ecom vendors to do trial runs demon-
strating 5G capability to consumers and
industries.

The NBTC also asked Japan’s Internal
Affairs and Communications Ministry for
cooperation with Toyota to bring a dem-
onstration smart vehicle to Bangkok in
early 2019.

The 5G trial and demo will use the
26-28GHz range.

Meanwhile, two major mobile opera-
tors, Advanced Info Service and TrueMove
H, have been running their own public
5G demonstrations.
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New Year gifts
to your health
unwrapped

by the NHSO

THE NATION

THENATIONAL Health Security
Office (NHSO) has some “gifts”
for the holidays, including
improved colostomy bags and
hormonal medicines for prema-
ture puberty.

The governmentagency is pre-
viewing “New Year 2019 Gifts” for
the 48 million people covered by
the universal healthcare scheme.

Other “gifts”include 180 video-
call booths around the country
where hearing-impaired people
will be able to call the 1330 hot-
line for advice and help, and a
Facebook chatbot that can answer
frequently asked questions.

Public Health Minister
Piyasakol Sakolsatayadorn yes-
terday said the NHSO would
implement these five projects next
year.

The NHSO and Thai
Telecommunication Relay Service
will first collaborate on a scheme
to let hearing-impaired people
access the 1330 hotline viathe lat-
ter’s booths, website and the
phone application “mymmx ttrs
video”. Calls to the NHSO centre
will be relayed with a help of a
TTRS sign-language translator.

Beginning in January, people
calling 1330 via a landline will be
charged just Btl per call, with no
limits on the length of the call,
down from the current Bt3. Calls
from cell phones will be charged
Btl for every 15 minutes, down
from the current 42 satang per
minute.
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Big savings

Piyasakol said savings would
amountto Bt776,642, calculated as
53 per cent of the amount people
are currently spendingon the serv-
ice. About 686,000 calls come in
eachyear, generating Bt1.46 million
in phone charges.

The NHSOisa public organisa-
tion and cannot waive all phone
charges, the minister said, but the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunication Commission
agreed in November that the
charges could be reduced.

Next,the NHSOFacebook page,
which currently has 770,000 posts
and 110,000 followers, will soon
have a chatbot handling questions
most frequently asked about
healthcare benefits and switching
medical facilities.

Colostomy bags worn post-sur-
gery by colon-cancer patients and
the hormonal suppressants
Leuprorelin and Triptorelin used
to slow precocious puberty were
made available under the health
scheme in October, the beginning
of 2019 fiscal year.

Piyasakol said colostomy bags
made from rubber, an invention
that won an award in 2017 for a
Prince of Songkla University
research team, would make life eas-
ierforthe 54,000 usersin the health
scheme.

The NHSO will add atleast two
more locations to the 19 places
where citizens can register for the
health scheme, he said.

The current 19 points are in
Bangkok district offices that main-
tain weekday office hours.

Registration will be possible at
two branch offices of the Bank of
Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives (BAAC).

A registration point at the
BACC’s branch at Mor Chit Bus
Terminal is already operating, and
a branch at Ying Charoen Market
will open on January 17.
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