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Headline: Mobile operators agree to 2G deadline

Clip: Black/White

Mobile operators
agree to 2G deadline

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The three major mobile operators submit-
ted official letters to the telecom regula-
tor supporting the plan to shut down 2G
mobile service on Oct 31, 2019 to pave the
way for the 5G adoption.

All three companies said they have pre-
pared related backup systems to transfer 2G
users to the 3G and 4G systems, including
creating public awareness and offering new
promotion packages.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC), said the
plan will be submitted to NBTC board for
approval at the next meeting.

The three operators are Advanced
Info Service (AIS) through its subsidiary
Advanced Wireless Network (AWN), Total
Access Communication’s (DTAC) TriNet
and True Move H Universal Communica-
tion (TUC).

Mr Takorn said imports of 2G phone
units have clearly been declining since
2014, when 117,486 2G phones were
imported, declining to 11,300 units in
2015, 10,670 in 2016, and 10,930 units
in 2017.

After the NBTC board approves the plan,
operators must suspend all related equip-
ment use for the 2G system to comply. The
NBTC office will not allow import of 2G
equipment in the near future.

The NBTC and operators plan to inform
the public about the transition from Janu-
ary. The operators have to prepare for
the transition, including giving handsets
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to existing 2G users and offering promo-
tion packages in which the voice service is
cheaper than 2G.

“There has been some misunderstand-
ing over 3G and 4G services for the public,”
he said. “Some 2G users believe 2G service
is cheaper than 3G or 4G in terms of voice,
but the opposite is true.”

The NBTC has ruled the maximum
voice charge for 2G service is 0.99 baht per
minute. Operators offer the service for 0.97
baht per minute on average.

For 3G and 4G services, the NBTC ruled
the maximum voice tariff is 0.69 baht per
minute. Operators offer the service for 0.60
baht per minute on average.

Moreover, some 2G users are concerned
2G systems offer more privacy than service
through 3G and 4G networks, especially
voice service.

Mr Takorn said people’s right to com-
munication is protected by law no matter
the network or system used.

“Nobody can tap into others’ private
communication unless they are allowed
by a court order,” he said.

The NBTC has reported there are
126 million mobile subscribers in the coun-
try, of which 120.8 million operate via 3G
and 4G systems. The remaining 5.2 million
use 2G networks.

Of the 5.2 million 2G users, 2.2 million
subscribe to DTAC TriNet, 2 million to AIS,
and 1 million to TUC.

Mr Takorn said existing 2G users will
benefit when they are transferred to 3G and
4G networks because the tariffs are lower
than for 2G.
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Headline: Red shirts open centre to monitor for poll meddling
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PRValue (x3): 134,730

ELECTION

Red shirts open centre to monitor for poll meddling

POST REPORTERS

The red-shirt United Front for Democracy
against Dictatorship (UDD) has opened
a news centre to train its members as
“reporters” to keep an eye on the next elec-
tion, according to UDD chief adviser Tida
Tawornseth.

She and other UDD core leaders
attended the inauguration of the UDD news
centre in Nonthaburi yesterday.

Ms Tida said the purpose of the centre
was to train red shirts in using telecommu-
nication devices and smart phones to take
pictures and record video clips of voting
in progress.

This information will help expose any
irregularity in the election. It is also a way of
ensuring the poll is clean and fair, she said.

Also, UDD “reporters” can also monitor
abuse of state power which gives any ele-
ment of unfair advantage in the election.

The images and video clips can be
sent to the UDD news centre by members
nationwide.

“People mustkeep an eye out during the
election. They mustdo their part in report-
ing or lodging complaints about anything
afoul they come across,” Ms Tida said.

She insisted if people banded together

and showed strength, there would be no
more military coups. She also added that
theregime must not tryto cling on to power
after the next election.

Also yesterday, the Bhumjaithai Party
showcased its economic policies to be
driven by digital technology and platforms.
The team behind the policies included Set-
tapong Malisuwan, who is also the party
spokesman and former vice-chairman of
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC).

Col Settapong said 5G technology is
spearheading economic progress and
the party intends to use it as a tool for

improving standards of living,

He said that almost every industrial
sector is being digitalised as 4G technol-
ogy transitions to 5G.

Countries will lose competitiveness
and regress if they fail to keep up with
the changes in terms of telecommunica-
tion technology and the demands for new
labour skills to accommodate the new
trend, Col Settapong said.

Bhumjaithai proposes introducing a
free, online study in the so-called Thai-
land Sharing University programme and
reforming healthcare services by setting
up a “telemedicine” projectin which smart
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health centres will relay timely information
about patients between hospitals and vil-
lage clinics in remote areas.

Meanwhile, the Future Forward Party
(FFP) wants to slash the number of generals
in the armed forces to 400, down from 1,600
at present, and halve the number of troops.

FFP leader Thanathorn Juangroon-
gruangkit said yesterday the downsizing
proposal was part of a redistribution of the
country’s wealth and resources so there will
be more money left to education and public
welfare.

He added that tax privileges for large
businesses must be stopped.
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