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TELECOM

Big 3 tepid on 700MHz bid
as financial burden weighs

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The country’s three major mobile oper-
ators are wavering on the 700-mega-
hertz spectrum auction scheduled
for May, citing the existing financial
burden from previous auctions and
planned infrastructure costs for future
5G development.

True Corporation, the parent com-
pany of True Move H Universal Com-
munication (TUC), yesterday said for-
mally that it does not plan to participate
in the auction, as the company is await-
ing clarity on the 900MHz licence pay-
ment extension.

The 900MHz licence payment is a
heavy burden for TUC and Advanced
Info Service (AIS), the two winners of
the auction in 2015 — especially for
2020, for which the last instalment
payment by AIS and TUC is 60 billion
baht each.

As of now, AIS and Total Access Com-
munication (DTAC) have yet to express
interest in joining the auction.

Meanwhile, the telecom regulator
insisted that it will proceed with the
planned auction of 700MHz, saying
all the suggestions and concerns of
related parties will be raised at the
public forum.

TRUE PLANS TO PASS

Vichaow Rakphongphairoj, co-group
president of True Corp, said yesterday
that the company has no plans to take
part in the 700MHz auction.

Mr Vichaow said True now has suf-
ficient low-band frequency on 850MHz
and 900MHz to reallocate bandwidth to
support fifth-generation wireless broad-
band services.

“The company’smain focus is its con-
secutive revenue and margin growth, as
well as cash flow improvement,” he said.

Previously, True executives said the
cost of new licences and availability of
spectrum bandwidth in the marketwere
two critical factors for the success of 5G
adoption in Thailand.

Mr Vichaow said the most critical
barrier to operators is the remaining
licence payment term of the 900MHz
licences from the 2015 auction.

The NBTC auctioned two licences of
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The company’s
main focus is its
consecutive revenue
and margin growth,
as well as cash flow
improvement.

VICHAOW RAKPHONGPHAIR0J
Go-group president, True Corp

the 900MHz band in 2015 at a combined
151 billion baht. AIS won a licence for
75.65 billion baht and True Move won
another for 76.3 billion.

AIS and True Move have to pay the
remaining two instalments in 2019
and 2020.

“If the existing term of the 900MHz
licences payment is extended, it would
help very much in easing the financial
burden and encourage operators to
investin 5G infrastructure,” Mr Vichaow
told the Bangkok Post.

AIS YET TO DECIDE

Somchai Lertsutiwong, chief executive
of AIS, yesterday declined to comment
on plans for the 700MHz auction.

Mr Somchai previously said that
any investment by the company would
require a careful decision with regard to
several factors, including proper cost,
return on investment and feasibility.

DTAC: ROADMAP A PRIORITY

Rajiv Bawa, chief of corporate affairs
and business development at DTAC,
said a clear spectrum roadmap is the
main priority for the industry.

Mr Bawa said that with Thailand
moving towards digitisation and 5G
readiness, a structured investment plan
for digital infrastructure is essential.

“Regarding the mentioned 700MHz
spectrum auction, DTAC needs to
follow a proper process of comprehen-
sive feasibility study before making any
comment,” he said.
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Headline: State pushes telemedicine pilot scheme

Clip: Full Color

PILOT SCHEME

The government plans to introduce tele-
medicine solutions in 20 subdistrict health-
promoting hospitals. B4

State pushes
telemedicine
pilot scheme

NBTC allots B180m
for the project

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Public Health Ministry and the
telecom regulator plan to imple-
ment telemedicine solutions in
20 sub-district health-promoting
hospitals nationwide this year to
cope with increasing healthcare
expenses.

The move aims to save the public
spending of 38 billion baht a year after
full implementation.

Digital infrastructure is crucial
for providing public health service,
especially as Thailand is on course
to move from an ageing society to an
aged society by 2022, the fastest pace
among developing countries.

According to a report by the cen-
tral bank, Thailand will be the first
developing country to become a
hyper-aged society, with 20% of the
population above the age of65, similar
to the pattern in Japan.

Thailand is on track to become
hyper-aged by 2035, while at the
same time facing a middle-income

trap. More importantly, estimated
healthcare expense for the elderly in
Thailand will rise from 0.6% to 1.1%
of GDP from 2010 to 2022.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general
of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), said the pilot project will
focus on four key health problems:
high blood pressure, diabetes, eye
disorders and skin diseases.

These four health problems
accounted for more than 70% cases
for patients going to those sub-dis-
trict hospitals, Mr Takorn said on the
sidelines of a seminar yesterday on
“Digital Technology and Transforma-
tion to Smart Life & Ageing Society’,

jointly held by the Telecommunica-
tions Association of Thailand and the
Telecommunications Association of
Japan (TTA).

The NBTC set an initial budget of
180 million baht for all related digi-
tal equipment used at smart hospi-
tals and for telemedicine in the
pilot phase.

The budget is to cover five years of
operation at the hospitals.

“The NBTC willnotbe involved in
the decision to buy the equipment,
as that is all up to the hospitals,” he
said.
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“People will benefit from the
smart hospitals and telemedicine,
especially those who hold a health
insurance card [30-baht universal
scheme].”

Mr Takorn said the NBTC and
Public Health Ministry would jointly
sign a cooperative agreement to
initiate the project by March this
year.

The smart hospital and telemedi-
cine project complements the broad-
band networkinfrastructure installed
in villages through NBTC funding,
he said.

Kazuo Sobue, president of the TTA,
said 28% of the population in Japan
was older than 65 in 2017 and that
figure is expected to increase to 33%
by 2036.

Managing an ageing society has
been a critical agenda for Japan
for years.

Japan wants to create a socio-
economic system through adop-
tion of innovative technology, espe-
cially artificial intelligence, robotics,
social security, and Internet of
Things.

Katsuhiko Kawasoe, senior vice-
president of Nippon Telegraph and
Telephone Corporation, said the
company transformed its R&D for
communications to create value and
improve society under the concept of
asmart world.
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