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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

NBTC board approves Oct 31 for 2G shutdown

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The board of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
approved yesterday a timeline for the 2G mobile
system shutdown at midnight Oct 31.

The move will help mobile operators more
efficiently manage network capacity, paving the
way for 5G wireless broadband service by 2020.

The major mobile operators must seriously
begin preparing all related backup systems to
serve the transfer of 2G users to 3G and 4G sys-
tems, including new promotion packages, said
the regulator.

The NBTC willreport the move to the cabinet
to ask for cooperation with the governors of all
provinces, to help alert 2G users nationwide.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of the
NBTC, said the number of 2G users in the coun-
try continues to decline, especially after the
regulator announced its plan to shutdown the
2G service in December last year.

As of December 2018, there were 5.2 mil-
lion subscribers using the 2G mobile system
service, comprising 2.2 million subscribers
for Total Access Communication, 2 million for

News ID: C-190123001105 (23 Jan 19/05:58)
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Advanced Info Service, and 1 million subscrib-
ers to True Corporation.

He said there are 4.9 million 2G users in
the country, down by 300,000 from December
last year.

The 2G shutdown has been pushed by the
three major operators for months, with the
proviso that 2G users must not spend more
for the transition, meaning the operators may
have to subsidise 2G users with new handsets,
Mr Takorn said.

The NBTC board yesterday also approved
the preparation process for the shutdown of
the 2G system.

All mobile operators have to make the
public aware of the shutdown plan, focusing
on 2G users.

The NBTC office will stop using all
related standards for communication radio
equipment and base stations under 2G GSM,
and will inform all importers and sellers to not
import all related equipment and handsets
for 2G GSM.

“2G users will benefit when they are trans-
ferred to the 3G and 4G systems because there
is a lower tariff rate,” he said.
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End of service begins for 26

SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) yes-
terday approved the three major telecom operators’ plan to pull the plug on their
2G cellular service at the same time — 11.59pm on October 31.

The three operators are Advanced Wireless Network (AWN) of Advanced Info
Service (AlS), DTAC TriNet (DTN) of Total Access Communication (DTAC), and
TrueMove H Universal Communication (TUC) of True Corp.

After the board meeting, NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tantasith said
that as of this month there were some 4.9 million subscribers to 2G service, of
whom 1.9 million are with AWN, 2 million with DTN, and around 950,000 with
Tikfe.

In December last year, the number of 2G subscribers stood at around 5.2 mil-
lion, of whom 2 million were with AWN, 2.2 million with DTN and 1 million with
TUC.

The state telecom agencies TOT and CAT Telecom do not operate 26 services.

The NBTC will ask the telecom operators to submit for its approval their plans
for public campaigns in the lead-up to turning off the 2G service.

Takorn said the shutdown is part of the country’s move to develop the 5G serv-
ice, which NBTC aims to get off the ground in 2020. He said the watchdog is
expected to auction the 700MHz licence for 5G in May.
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Headline: Asian firms eye 700MHz auction

Clip: Full Color

TELECOM

Asian firms
eye /00MHz
auction

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Two foreign mobile operators expressed
interest in joining the 700-megahertz
(MHz) spectrum auction unless the
reserve price is based on the previous
licence auction.

The two overseas operators are from
Malaysia and South Korea. Represent-
atives of the two companies recently
met Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gen-
eral of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), asking for details of the auc-
tion's procedures.

Meanwhile, the NBTC board yester-
day insisted on holding the 700MHz
auction date in May as originally
planned, despite its subcommittee
previously proposing the auction date
be moved to December.

Mr Takorn said representatives of the
foreign operators are interested in join-
ing the spectrum auction owing to the
high growth of mobile broadband usage
and business ecosystem in Thailand,
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which is one of the highestin the region.

“They are waiting for a final draft of
the 700MHz auction conditions after
the public hearing, with expectation
that the reserve price of the licence will
be attractive for investment,” he said.

Mr Takorn said the 5G investment
requires a huge investment in terms of
both infrastructure upgrade as well as
related equipment. The NBTC does not
want to see a too high licence price as it
will create a financial burden that will
effect Thai competitiveness.

“Iwouldlike to see a ‘set-zero’ meas-
ure for the domestic telecom industryas
a condition of the 700MHz auction,” he
said. “A hybrid auction is a good solu-
tion. Winners of the licences may be
judged based on the best proposal for
5G tech development in the future and
the highest bid price”

The major three mobile operators
have heavy financial burdens from
their 3G and 4G licences in previous
auctions, with a combined worth of 270
billion baht, apart from their annual
investment for network expansion, with
each operator spending some 100 bil-
lion for the past three years.

Mr Takorn said he is considering
a specific category to help the major
operators receive some portion of the
700MHz licences at a reasonable price
to ease their burden.

“More spectrum bandwidth may be
created for the three major operators,
encouraging them to invest in infra-
structure development,” he said.
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