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Forum criticises 5G hastiness

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

This year’s planned 700-megahertz
spectrum auction, intended to set up
5G infrastructure, is “too rushed’, say
academics and consumer protection
supporters concerned that telecoms
and broadcasting companies are not
ready to take on 5G spectrum.

They suggest postponing the auction
until 2020 or 2021 to give telecom com-
panies time to prepare.

At a National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
public forum yesterday, several critics
underlined uncertainty in the govern-
ment’s plan, particularly the lack of a
5G spectrum roadmap, which creates
risks for the industry.

Globally 5G still does not have any
clear business uses.

The forum participants also opposed
the regulator’s recent effort to loan the
NBTC'’s funds to telecom operators
to invest in 5G infrastructure on the

grounds that the NBTC is not a bank
and it must not be a stakeholder in tel-
ecom operators.

Academics urged the prime min-
ister not to invoke Section 44 to ease
the financial burden for winners of the
900MHz licence auctions in 2015, espe-
cially as the general election nears, as it
would be an abuse of power.

Somkiat Tangkitvanich, president of
Thailand Development and Research
Institute (TDRI), said the auction of 5G
spectrum licences should be separate
from the government’s intention to
assist digital TV operators.

The 700MHz auction is being rushed,
as it was first mentioned that the auc-
tion date would be this February, then
changed to mid-year, Mr Somkiat said.

He said the NBTC should do three
important things to ensure efficient
preparation for the 5G ecosystem:
create a roadmap for 5G spectrum,
including standards and a reserve price
for different band ranges; build stable
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regulatory conditions to reduce costs
for operators; and promote real infra-
structure sharing.

The chief executive of market leader
Advanced Info Service, Somchai Lert-
sutiwong, said previously that the com-
pany would not be in a hurry to invest in
5G infrastructure and is instead waiting
for use cases to mature.

Mr Somkiat said the 5G spectrum
roadmap will enable telecom opera-
tors to consider and decide what ranges
they want to bid on.

A roadmap including reserve prices
for all the 5G spectrum ranges will
create clearer comparisons for spectra
costs, meaning that an operator who
wins the licence from one spectrum
auction will not be able to complain
abouta winning price being higher than
other ranges, he said.

Mr Somkiat also criticised the
NBTC's plan to use money from the
700MHz auction to subsidise digital
TV operators.
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NBTC’s move for 5G spectrum bids draws mixed views

SIRIVISHTOOMGUM
THE NATION

ACADEMICS and digital TV operators offered
differing views on whether the telecom regu-
lator is being too hasty in calling a bid for the
5G spectrum bands this year.

They expressed their opinions at a seminar
held yesterday to discuss the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC)'s current move to migrate
digital TV operators to other spectra from the
700MHz and put the 700MHz in auction to
provide 5G wireless broadband service.

The NBTC has intended to call bids for
700MHz, 2.6GHz and also 26GHz-28GHz this
year. The watchdog has just finished the first
draft of the 700MHz bid.

Thailand Development Research Institute
president Somkiat Tangkitvanich said in the
seminar that he agreed in principle that any
spectrum, if not used optimally, should be
reallocated for greater use.

However, it is better for the NBTC to clear
up all relevant uncertainties first, including
those related to regulations while settingup a
roadmap for auctioning off all 5G
spectrum bands, he said in the seminar
co-hosted by the NBTC, the National Press
Council of Thailand, and the Foundation for
Consumers.

He added that the case for 5G industrial
use remains unclearin the global market.

If the uncertainties are not cleared, they
would create risks which will affect the bidding
process, the NBTC and the bidders themselves.

News ID: C-190208003079 (8 Feb 19/06:16)

Somkiat added that the right time to call
the bids should be in the next two years.

Mana Trirayapiwat, dean of the School of
Communications Arts of the University of the
Thai Chamber of Commerce, said he agreed
with Somkiat that the NBTC was too hasty in
calling the 5G spectrum bid.

Recently Advanced Info Service chief execu-
tive officer Somchai Lertsutiwong said that the
right time to launch the commercial 5G service
should be in next two or three years.

The NBTC will use the proceeds from the
auctions of the 700MHz and also other bands
tocompensate digital TV broadcasters who
would be impacted from the switch from
700MHz.

Somkiat said that the NBTC's auction of
the 5G bands and its plan to compensate digi-

tal TV operators should not be tied up as they
are two separate issues.

Somkiat also proposed that digital TV
operators should be legally allowed to exit
their business but those who opt to exit must
not be compensated by the NBTC for the
migration from the 700MHz. Also, they should
not face fine for exiting the business.

The NBTC should only compensate those
digital TV operators who choose to stay in the
business.

When asked if it is too early to auction off
the 5G bands, Chatchai Tawantarong, com-
mittee member of Digital Television
Association of Thailand, said there is no rea-
son for a delay if it can be done soon.

He added that doing nothing could bring
damage to the TV industry.
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