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Thaksin’s TV channel gagged

KOMSON TORTERMVASANA

Voice TV announced yesterday it will
seek an Administrative Court injunc-
tion against a 15-day National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC) suspension order and
have threatened to sue the broadcast-
ing watchdog for over 100 million baht
in compensation.

Saying that the broadcaster had aired
content causing confusion and incit-
ing divisions, the NBTC board yester-
day suspended the operating licence
of Voice TV, a digital TV station that
belongs to the Shinawatra family, for
15 days, effective from today, said Lt
Gen Perapong Manakit, a member of
the NBTC subcommittee governing TV
content and programming.

www.ignewsclip.com

The NBTCsaid ithad acted on 34 rule
breaches committed by the TV station
since 2015 and had issued several warn-
ings and suspensions during that time.

Cited in this latest order was prohib-
ited content broadcast in its Tonight
Thailand show on Dec 16, last year,
and its Breaking News programme on
Jan 21, 28, 29 and Feb 4, Lt Gen Pera-
pong said, adding that the suspension
was intended to allow Voice TV time to
improve its content.

If it still continues to broadcast pro-
hibited content once it returns to air,
the NBTC will consider tougher action
againstit, according to Lt Gen Perapong,.

He said the suspension was in
response to repeated offences and
insisted that the NBTC had acted law-
fully without any political interference.
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He said the administrative order
was issued under sections 16, 37, and
64 of the Broadcasting Act. Voice TV
technically has 30 days to file an appeal
with the Central Administrative Court
against the suspension order.

Voice TV chief executive officer
Makin Petplai said yesterday the TV sta-
tion will lodge a case with the Central
Administrative Court to seek a tempo-
rary injunction against the order and it
is prepared to sue the NBTC for more
than 100 million baht in damages.

“Voice TV has been treated unfairly
several times and it is now time to
defend ourselves via legal channels so
the NBTC will subsequently exercise its
power in line with the rule of law and
respect for the freedom of the media’,
Mr Makin said.
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had cooperated willingly with the
V 1 TV -t NBTC in the past, despite disagree-
Olce O ing with its decisions, in the hope
that it would be able to runiits
t ake N BTC to operations smoothly.
“But we have been subjected to
discriminatory treatment again.
court over fresh So,we believe itis high time that
we appealed to the Central
Administrative Court in order to
] S—day ban protect press freedom and define
mekscopgdof the NBTC's power,”
akin said.
SIRIVISH TOOMGUM He added that press freedom
THE NATION has faced an extremely challeng-
OCETVispearngiovagea  "Gpaionsnce e 0licon
legal battle against the National now counting down to the elec-
?r(l)adcastmg_ a”t‘.j e tion, it was important that com-
Sl LB Lo eI B e prehensive and quality information
(NBTC) over its latest order sus- be given to people in a timely man-
pending the TV station’s licence for ner, With the suspension of the
5daysfromtoday. licence, Voice TV - which is seen as
In an apparent retaliation, the close to the Shinawatras — will
broadcaster is planning to retroac- have to go off air
tively seek more than Bt100 million NBTC Commissioner Lt-General
in compensation from the NBTC Perapong Manakit did not reveal
overits decision to twice temporar- -\ hat exactly was the provocative
lly close down the TV station ~in content broadcast by Voice TV.
2014 anfc! in 2017 - and to su]s_!’aend He merely said that the content
many of its programmes on in question was aired on Tonight
oth‘tlavrvoccalﬁlons. T Thailand on December 16,and on
B e against the Wakeup News on January 21,28, 29
s latest order and we will and February 4
also seek compensation for dam- Perapong in.sisted that the
ages caused by its previous orders,” NBTC had not been ordered by any
Voice TV chief executive officer party to issue the order against
Makin Petplai said yesterday. Voice TV
He lamented that his station ’
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