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NBTC signs with BBL,

AWN for mobile

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
signed a memorandum of understand-
ing yesterday with Bangkok Bank and
Advanced Wireless Network (AWN),
a subsidiary of Advanced Info Service
(AIS), for development of a mobile 1D
application, the electronic identity ver-
ification system running on QR code.

The move facilitates AIS customers
using QR code provided by AWN to
open a new savings account.

The mobile ID app enables users
to open a bank account without using
their integrated circuit card.
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app

The process is in the development
stage, and a trial service is scheduled
to launch to AIS subscribers in June
this year.

Takorn Tantasith, director-general
of the NBTC, expects to see more
collaboration between other mobile
operators and banks on the same
development, paving the way to pro-
mote the government's national digital
ID system.

The NBTC is on the verge of discus-
sions with the Bank of Thailand on
defining the standards for identity veri-
fication through QR code, in line with
the upcoming e-commerce law that
is expected to be implemented soon.
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Charamporn
Jotikasthira, a
Bangkok Bank
board member; Mr
Takorn; and
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Mobile ID to
put cards on
outer at bank

SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION

THE National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) has joined
with Advanced Wireless Network
(AWN) and Bangkok Bank to
develop and conduct a trial of a
mobile device-based electronic
identification card system.

AWN is a subsidiary of
Advanced Info Service (AIS).

Under the project, a system
will be developed for verifying
identities though the use of the
mobile ID card. Those AIS mobile
phone subscribers that are also
Bangkok Bank customers will be
able to use the mobile ID card
instead of'a physical ID card when
doing transactions with the bank.

The three parties signed a
memorandum of collaboration
for the project yesterday.

As part of the development,
the three partners will jointly
develop a platform for the proj-
ect, including the mobile ID

News ID: C-190215003069 (15 Feb 19/06:17)
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application.

AIS mobile subscribers that
install the application will also
need to apply fora QR code from
AIS before they can use their
mobile ID for transactions at
Bangkok Bank branches.

Their memorandum of collab-
oration will be valid for 12 months
from yesterday and the develop-
ment of the whole system will be
completed in three months. The
trial will run from June this year
to February next year.

AIS chief corporate officer
Weerawat Kiatpongthawornsaid
that as part of the trial, AIS sub-
scribers would be allowed to use
the mobile ID platform to open a
depositaccount at Bangkok Bank
branches. This would help speed
up application approvals.

NBTC secretary general
Takorn Tantasith said he believed
that other telecommunications
operators and banks would soon
join the project.

When asked why the NBTC
joined with AWN and Bangkok
Bank as the first participants in
the project, Takorn said thatthey
were chosenbecause theywereat
a more advanced stage of readi-
ness for the collaboration.
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State weighs impact of 5G bid delay

CHATRUDEE THEPARAT
KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The government says it needs
time to consider whether delaying
bidding on the 5G spectrum auction
will negatively affect the country’s
development before deciding on
using Section 44 to help mobile
operators.

Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu
Krea-ngam said the government will
consider a proposal by the top three
mobile operators, who say a delay
in bidding on the 5G spectrum will
impede the roadmap for developing
the infrastructure.

“The government wants to develop
5@, butboth the government and the
private sector need to develop the
infrastructure through a budget,” Mr
Wissanu said.

He said the government needs to
consider claims by mobile operators
that they will not have the capital
to invest in 5G infrastructure, and
requests to delay the last payment
of bid fees for the 900-megahertz
spectrum auction.

The government has yet to decide
on whether to invoke Section 44,

enabling the government to delay
payments, as a result of legal ques-
tions such as whether the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC) has the
authority to take such action.

Laws may have to be amended
for the NBTC to delay payments, Mr
Wissanu said.

“The government needs to con-
sider amending the law, either by
normal means or other methods;”
he said. “Another consideration is
whether it should be implemented
by this government or the next.”

The regulator insists that exten-
sion of the last payment term for the
900MHz licences by invoking Section
44 is the only practical way to drive
5G infrastructure investment and
ease the existing financial burden of
digital TV operators.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said the regulator does not
see any other option to the situation
other than invoking Section 44.

Mr Takorn spoke yesterday after
Tuesday’s meeting between the
government and all related parties
to seek a solution to a petition by the
three mobile operators asking for a

delay on the payment term of the
900MHz licences.

However, he said the NBTC
will design the planned spectrum
auctions with the most attractive
conditions.

On Tuesday, Mr Wissanu said the
government is considering a solution
to help mobile operators between a
measure to invoke Section 44 or use
of other measures.

Participants of Tuesday’s meeting,
including the NBTC and representa-
tives from the Digital Economy and
Society Ministry, expressed support
for the petition proposed by the three
major operators.

“The NBTC does not act or sup-
port the petition on behalf of the pri-
vate companies, but we are working
based on the optimum benefits,” Mr
Takorn said.

He noted that Advanced Info Ser-
vice (AIS) and True Move H Univer-
sal Communication (TUC) jointly
asked the governmentin late 2017 to
invoke Section 44 in order to extend
the terms of their licence payments
to 2020.

Each company has to pay 60 bil-
lion baht to state.
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EDITORIAL

Dilemma ON THE BRINK of the 56 age

BROADCASTING REGULATOR IS UNDERSTANDABLY HARD-PRESSED FOR TIME, BUT IT MUST BE EXCEEDINGLY CAREFUL IN HOW WE MOVE FORWARD

off spectrum for the country’s
fifth-generation (5G) telecom
infrastructure is now highly debat-
able at a time when the National
Broadcasting and  Telecom
Commission (NBTC) suggests it is
consideringreallocatingthe 700MHz
band soonerrather than later.
Digital TV broadcasters whose
business has been disrupted by
streaming and other new media
technologies currently use part of
the band. On one hand, the NBTC is
responding to the money-losing
broadcasting industry’s demand for
financial assistance. It tentatively

The right timing for auctioning

planstoauctionoff the 5Gspectrum
via digital compression of the
700MHz band.

Ontheother hand, the NBTC has
faced criticismforitshastein calling
bids for the 5G spectrum as early as
this year, since this will require fresh
and majorinvestmentbytheprivate
sector — at a time when it remains
unclear how the business is evolv-
ing.

The crux of the dilemma is that
the NBTC appears to be trying to
tackletwoseparateissuesinone go.
Itpreviouslymiscalculated thetech-
nology trend, resulting in a massive
disruptionfacing multiple digital TV
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licensees,whosebusiness prospects
have turned dismal after they com-
mitted investments worth tens of
billionsofbahteachinanindustryon
which the sun was already setting.
Thefourth-generation (4G) tech-
nology introduced a couple of years
ago had already left the traditional
digital TV industry with diminished
prospects even before licensees
launched theiroperations. Agrowing
numberof TV viewers, especiallythe
youngergenerations, havemovedto
social media and other new plat-
forms for their entertainment. The
traditional TV sector is vastly con-
tracted from what it once was.
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Thefutureofbroadcasting prob-
ably liesinstreaming and over-the-
top (OTT) mediaplatformsandthe
like, and their business models are
significantly different fromthose of
traditional TV broadcasters, whose
licences granted by the NBTC are
now hanging inthe balance. This has
prompted the agency to stepin to
avoidanindustry-wide financial fail-
ure partly resulting fromits ownmis-
calculation.

Sincetheexisting digitallicences
will remain valid for years to come,
the NBTC aims to auction off the
700MHz spectrum soon to raise
money to subsidise the failing

broadcasting industry. However, a
mixed-upstrategy couldleadtoneg-
ative consequences for the other
sector as well as consumers.

Forthe 5Gtelecominfrastructure
to deliver maximum public benefit,
the agency needs to formulate a
strategy independent of the digital
TVbroadcasting industry. The pub-
lic deserves to see a well-designed
plan for rolling out the infrastruc-
ture within an appropriate time-
frame.

Thereisnodenyingthat 5Giscru-
cial tothecountry’sdevelopmentin
termsofeconomiccompetitiveness
andsocial wellbeing. The newinfra-
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structure facilitates the Internet of
Things (loT), “smart cities” and
otheradvances currently beyond our
reach due to limited connectivity
capacity.

With 5Ginfrastructure, Thailand
will beable to compete on the basis
of “economy of speed” rather than
economies of scale, while at the
sametimeopeningupnewbusiness
andindustrial opportunities,suchas
thoserelatedtoautonomouscars. It
thus becomes imperative that the
NBTCreviewitsplansforauctioning
off the 5G spectrum in connection
with helping the financially
strapped broadcasting industry.
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Appropriate jailings

Re: “PAD protests went too far’) (Edito-
rial, Feb 14).

The comment on the lawlessness of
both sides, the PAD and UDD (so-called
yellow and red) was most appropri-
ate. The jail sentences imposed by the
Supreme Court against all perpetrators
trespassing on government properties
and disturbing the peace of others have
shown to the world our strong respect
for the rule of law with no exceptions.

All credit goes to all civic-minded
policemen, prosecutors and judges who
have upheld the rule of law so reli-
giously.

Our justice system favours lopsidedly
the presumption of innocence, thereby
delaying sentencing unduly, as exempli-
fied in the latest case of the seizure of
Government House for more than three
months in 2008.

The Supreme Court’s sentencing only
took place this week. The seizure of the
airports in 2008 has now only reached
the civil court over the damages. The
memories of the two cases has now
become hazy. The deterrent effect is
not that strong now as they say “delay in
justice is injustice”.

However, the memory of the United
Front for Democracy Against Dictator-
ship (UDD) in 2009 storming the Asean
Summit at the Royal Cliff Hotel in Pat-
taya still remains with me vividly with a

group of Muslim ladies in hijabs either
from Indonesia or Malaysia huddled in a
corner of the hotel lobby shaking in fear
for their lives while nearby a UDD leader
was shout about the whereabouts of
PM Abhisit Vejjajiva. I hung my head in
shame. The words of Aristotle then came
to my mind: “At his best, man is the no-
blest of all animals; separated from law
and justice he is the worst”

SONGDEJ PRADITSMANONT

State of confusion

Re: “Thaksin’s TV channel gagged’; (BP,
13 Jan).

So the NBTC suspends broadcasts by
Voice TV for 15 days, citing programmes
that cause confusion and social division.
So I guess Thais are not confused by a
politician who cannot give a credible
explanation for why he can afford expen-
sive wrist ornamentation. They are not
confused by a government that doesn't
hold said person to account.

CONTACT: BANGKOK POST BUILDING,

136 NA RANONG ROAD,

KLONG TOEY, BANGKOK 10110

FAX: +02 2403666,

email: postbag@bangkokpost.co.th

All letter writers must provide a full name
and address. All published correspondence is
subject to editing at our discretion

And I suppose a new constitution that
brings in an era of pseudo-democracy,
where the military still holds ultimate
power, is not divisive. And they are not
confused by the government being able
to invoke Section 44 any time it wants
to do anything it feels like. That’s right,
it’s only news media that confuse the
Thai public!

HOWARD STARK

Bring back the air app

Ironically, the Bangkok Post once pro-
vided an air quality index for the city
years ago that accompanied the daily
weather forecast. Despite the apps that
are now available in this respect, would
it be an idea to resurrect this service to
give an early alert to readers who like
their printed “fix” with morning coffee
but tend to lapse with said apps after the
all-clear is given.

This happened to me this evening,
somewhat to my alarm, thinking that the
PM2.5 levels for Bangkok had returned
to normal. According to Aird4Thai as I
write, they have not.

Being a long-term expat, [ returned
from three months in wintry Scotland
last week, where the air was beautifully
clean (as well as the drinking water), so [
am more than aware of this issue, having
tracked the situation in Bangkok while I
was away.

ROBIN
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Lift the Voice
TV gag order

he broadcasting regulator’s complete shut-

down of Voice TV, and Prime Minister Prayut

Chan-o-cha’s continued exploitation of free

airtime to promote himself in the lead-up to

the upcoming general election are both highly
unethical and unjustified.

Founded by Panthongtae Shinawatra, son of deposed
prime minister Thaksin, Voice TV is seen as a pro-Thak-
sin, anti-regime broadcaster.

Thus, it has become a convenient target of state sup-
pression since the military regime ousted the govern-
ment of Thaksin’s sister, Yingluck, in May 2014.

Since the coup, the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) has repeat-
edly punished Voice TV for its programme content. To
date, the commission has ordered Voice TV to partially
suspend specific programmes 17 times, and last year the
regulator ordered a full shutdown for seven days.

Early this week, the regulator handed down a new gag
order to take the broadcaster off the air for 15 days, start-
ing on Wednesday.

To justify its action, the NBTC repeated the same old
reasons it used for its previous acts of bullying against
Voice TV.

This time, it says two of Voice TV's programmes had
aired content that may cause confusion, incite conflicts
and promote divisions in the country.

News ID: C-190215001070 (15 Feb 19/06:16)

In fact, the broadcaster was merely providing airtime
for the Thaksin-linked Pheu Thai Party’s key members
to criticise the government, its acts of intimidation
against the party, and its handling of the election and
the economy:. It has also facilitated debates on election-
related matters that could have upset the regime.

The NBTC's rationale for the closure is absurd and
nonsensical. It claims the content violates Section 37 of
the Broadcasting and Television Businesses Act, which
bars the airing of content deemed a threat to national
security. It also cites an order of the National Council
for Peace and Order (NCPO) that prohibits “dishonest”
criticism of the NCPO.

Voice TV's contents are actually similar to those
aired or published by other mainstream media out-
lets, which have not been slapped with gag orders.

As such, the NBTC's shutdown of Voice TV is an act
of discrimination.

Voice TV may be politically partisan — but other
state-controlled broadcasters are also biased towards
the NCPO. Audiences can use their own judgement
without the need for state censorship.

While the anti-regime broadcaster is taken off the air,
Gen Prayut’s weekly televised programme is still being
broadcast, likely until the election. As a prime minis-
terial candidate of the Palang Pracharath Party, Gen
Prayut should have quit his talk show — broadcast via
all the TV pool channels every Friday evening since 2014
— and which has mainly aired the regime’s propaganda
as well as his own views. He should also quit the top job
and assume a caretaker role.

Instead, he continues to exploit the free airtime,
insisting the show is “not electioneering” But for many
people, it is an obvious PR machine.

By keeping both the job and his talk show, Gen Prayut
risks violating the election law which bars political post
holders like himself from taking part in election cam-
paigns and using state resources in favour of any party.

Taking Voice TV off the air is not just outright sup-
pression of press freedom but also unjustified censor-
ship in the lead-up to the election. To ensure a fair and
free media environment in the run-up to the poll, the
NBTC must lift the shutdown of Voice TV] and the prime
minister must take his talk show off the air.
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