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Consensus on December spectrum bid

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

he private sector, digital TV oper-
ators and other related parties
support the timeline of the planned
700-megahertz spectrum auction, to be
held in December, according to yester-
day’s grand public hearing on the bid.
Col Natee Sukonrat, vice-chairman
of the National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission, said that
before the auction date the NBTC needs
at least 10 months to prepare the new
master plan for digital TV spectrum, the

broadcasting networkarrangement and
a clear compensation regime.

Digital TV operators will be moved to
the470-510MHz range from the 700MHz
range to comply with global standards,
leaving the 700MHz range available for
5G adoption in late 2020.

According to a 2016 Thammasat Uni-
versity study, using the 700MHz range
for 5G adoption would generate 248 bil-
lion baht in benefits for the economy
and boost GDP by 3.5%.

Col Natee said the NBTC opened the
draft onrecall of the 700MHzrange, the
compensation regime and the auction
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conditions to public opinion on the
NBTC's website until March 4.

Col Natee chaired yesterday’s public
hearing. He also heads the NBTC sub-
committee working for the 700MHz
recall draft and the compensation
regime process.

All related parties — digital TV oper-
ators, telecom operators and broadcast-
ing network providers — took part in
yesterday’s hearing.

Previously, the NBTC board and its
office tried to push the 700MHz auction
to be held in May this year.

The 700MHz range that will be

recalled from digital TV operators con-
tains 90MHz bandwidth of spectrum for
upload and download (45x2). The NBTC
plans to auction only 70MHz of band-
width, dividing into seven licences each
containing 10MHz of bandwidth (5x2).
The licence payment term will be 10
years, and licence validity is 20 years.
The subcommittee, led by Col Natee,
insists that there's no reason to run the
auction in May, citing unavailability
of key factors such as technical details
of the bandwidth recall, network rear-
rangement and compensation to digital
TV operators and broadcast providers.
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EC yet to probe Thanathorn case
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GENERAL ELECTION

EC yet to probe Thanathorn case

BACKTO
DEMOCRACY

Legal complaint not
required by agency

POST REPORTERS

The Election Commission (EC) has not
looked into whether Future Forward
Party leader Thanathorn Juangroon-
gruangkit violated election law in rela-
tion to his false biography published
on the party’s website.

EC deputy secretary-general
Sawaeng Boonmee said yesterday
thatthe office has yet to checkwhether
anyone filed a complaint against Mr
Thanathorn. But in case of doubt, the
EC has the power to check itself.

Mr Thanathorn is facing a fresh
legal wrangle over false information,
which appeared on his profile on the
party’s website — a violation which
could see him banned from politics
for 20 years.

According to the profile, Mr Thana-
thorn served as president of the Fed-
eration of Thai Industries (FTI) for
two consecutive terms between 2008
and 2012. But after netizens checked,
he disclosed that he had never held
the post.

The false information remained on
the website for five months before it
was noticed recently, leading to heavy
criticism from his political rivals.

On Wednesday, the information on
his profile was corrected to show that
Mr Thanathorn served as president
of the FTT's Nakhon Nayok chapter
between 2007 and 2011. The false
information which appeared on Wiki-
pediawas also changed the same day.

The party’s spokeswoman, Pannika
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Wanich, said she did not believe the
case would be a big deal.

“[The party] admitted that the pro-
file on the website was wrong, but it
was corrected within two hours after
acknowledgement of the mistake. Tt
was not intentional deception as has
been alleged,” she said.

“Mr Thanathorn's biography is

ubiquitous on the internet, people
can find it easily,” she said.
Mr Sawaeng said earlier that if any

false information is found and a com-
plaint is lodged with the EC over the
issue, the watchdog will then look into
the motive for keeping the false infor-
mation on the website for five months,
adding this could be deemed as an
act of fraud and could violate Section
73(5) of the law on the election of MPs.
The section prohibits poll candi-
dates from giving voters misleading
information about themselves.
Violators are liable to a jail term of
up to 10 years and/or a fine of up to
200,000 baht, and they will have their

rights to runin elections suspended for
20 years as stipulated by Section 159.

Separately, Mr Sawaeng said the
EC has set up committees to monitor
online election campaigns.

Theywill look out for for aggressive
and provocative content or mudsling-
ing that can lead to hatred as well as
false information, he said.

Meanwhile, Lt Gen Surachate
Hakparn, deputy director of the
police centre for combatting tech-
nological crimes, said police and
the National Broadcasting and

Telecommunications Commission
have set up a war room to monitor
wrongful use of social media.

“Users of social media must be care-
ful not to cause damage to any other
people as well as their reputation, or
cause chaos to the country. Since the
start of the year, over 50 people have
been arrested for posting fake news
and rumours that caused panic,’
he said.

“We can take legal action even if
the offences are committed overseas,’
he warned.
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