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Headline: NBTC passes recall resolution

TELECOM

NBTC passes recall resolution

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The board of the telecom regulator
yesterday passed a resolution to recall
190 megahertz of unused bandwidth
on the 2600MHz range to prepare
spectrum bandwidth for the upcom-
ing 5G auction.

The unused 190MHz of bandwidth
includes 154MHz now held by state-
owned broadcaster MCOT and 12MHz
held by the Royal Thai Army. The other
24MHz was previously transferred from
the Public Relations Department to the
telecom regulator.

MCOT and the Royal Thai Army can
hold the specified spectrum bandwidth
for 45 days after receiving a letter from
the regulator, but both agencies must
finish removing all related equipment
within 120 days.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general
of National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC), said
MCOT and the Army have 30 days to

appeal the resolution if they disagree
that it is unused spectrum.

MCOT held the 2600MHz range
under a concession that ends in 2022.

The move is in line with Section 27
of the amended NBTC Act that allows
the regulator to recall spectrum slots
that are inefficient and used by state
agencies to reallocate them by auction.

The law also allows the regulator to
pay compensation to spectrum holders
in order to facilitate a better allocation
of spectrum.

Globally, the 2600MHz is an appro-
priate range for use with 5G technology.

He said the NBTC board also
approved a budget of 7.5 million
baht for the valuation process of the
2600MHz range. The NBTC plans to
hire Chiang Mai University, Chulalong-
korn University and Thailand Develop-
ment Research Institute (TDRI) to value
the range.

The two universities and TDRI have
to evaluate the reserve price of the

2600MHz range and the compensa-
tion rate for the agencies that nowhold
the spectrum.

The NBTC expects the process
will finish by July and the auction for
2600MHz licences to be held in Sep-
tember this year.

However, Mr Takorn said it is too
early to determine an exact timeline of
the licence auction because the process
may be delayed if MCOT or the Army
disagree with the figure of unused
bandwidth they have to return, or the
compensation rate.

Once details of spectrum band-
width to be recalled and compensa-
tion benchmarks are concluded by
the NBTC’s subcommittee, it will be
submitted to the board for approval.
Then the NBTC will propose to those
agencies that hold the spectrum for
their consent.

Mr Takomn said agencies can disagree
with details and compensation rate,
leading to more negotiation.
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Green signal given to recall of 2600MHz

AIMED AT REALLOCATION FOR 5G BROADBAND SERVICE VIA AUCTION

SRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION

THENATIONAL Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) yesterday approved the
recall of the 2600MHz band for
reallocation through an auction.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said the watchdog would
recall a total of 190MHz of the band,
whichisaimed at providing 5G wire-
less broadband service.

Of the total, 154MHz will be
recalled from broadcaster MCOT
while a combined 12MHz will be

from the Royal Thai Armed
Forces Headquarters and the
Royal Thai Army.

The NBTC has already
taken back 24MHz of spec- B
trum from the Public
Relations Department.

The NBTC board yester-
day decided that the validity TAKORN

of the 2600MHz spectrum
forthese agencies will end within 45
days ofthe watchdog sendingletters
to them to hand over the spectrum.
The watchdog is expected to send
the letters by Friday.

The NBTC has allowed them to

hand the spectrum back to
the Commission within 120
days of receiving theletter, so
that they will have time to
remove the related spectrum
equipment.

Takorn added that these
agencies have the right to
decline to hand over the
2600MHz spectrum.

Ifthings goas planned, the NBTC
is expected to finish the price eval-
uation ofthe 2600MHz band with-
in July and call bids for this band in
August.

The NBTC board has also

News ID: C-190306003090 (6 Mar 19/06:13)
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approved spending Bt7.5 million to
hire three institutes to evaluate the
spectrum price for the auction. They
will also evaluate compensation the
watchdog will pay to these state
agencies after handing over their
spectrum to NBTC.

Takorn said the NBTC has
already proposed such deals to the
Faculty of Economices of both Chiang
Mai University and Chulalongkorn
University and the Thailand
Development Research I nstitute.

The NBTC board endorsed the
draft regulations of the regulatory
sandbox, aiming to facilitate 5G
wireless technology trials by any
interested parties.

Undertheregulations, those who

are allowed to conduct the trials in
locations designated by the NBTC,
will not be subject to some related
normal regulations and require-
ments.

The board approved in principle
a Bt68-million budget for
Chulalongkorn University to set up
a 5G demonstration centre in
Chulalongkorn University and the
rollout of the 5G network for test-
ing in the campus and Siam Square
area.

This funding follows NBTC’s
recent signing of a memorandum of
understanding with Chulalongkorn
University to collaborate on a 5G
wireless broadband technology-
testing centre at the university.
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Thailand studying Japan’s satellite model

FOREIGN INVESTMENT ALLOWED AFTER END OF THAICOM CONCESSION

Thaicom 8 in orbit

THE NATION

THE MINISTRY of Digital Economy
and Society has teamed up with the
Thai Chamber of Commerce to study
Japan’s satellite model to seek super-
visory direction for the satellite indus-
try, in which foreign investments will
be allowed after Thaicom Plc’s 20-year
satellite concession ends in 2021.
Vunnaporn Devahastin, the deputy
permanent secretary of the ministry,
said the countrymust be well prepared
as the new bill on the organisation to
assign radio frequency and to regulate
broadcasting and telecommunication
services awaits a Royal Decree.
Supervising, thus, needs a study of
overseas information, while discus-
sions with Japan’s Office of National

Space Policy allowed Thailand to see
the process, she said.

Japan liberally permits enterprises
from other countries such as Vietnam,
United Arab Emirates and Saudi
Arabia to operate satellites with clear-
ly separate operations.

Japan’s ministry for information,
communications and technology nor-
mally joins the prime minister’s office
to set plans which will, then, become

the policy for related ministries to fol -
low the strategic plans.

“In Thailand, after the new bill
comes into foree, it will be necessary
to clearly separate the authority of the
ministry and the NBTC [ National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission ].
Based on the new bill, a request for

operatinglicenceswillgotothe NBTC,
while the ministry will set the policy to
copewith the plannedliberalisation of
the satellite industry in Thailand,”
Vunnaporn said.

In the overall satellite industry of
the future, there will likely be more
internet satellites amid a global move
intoinvestmentsinservices fromnon-
geostationary satellite orbit, such as
low earth orbit and medium earth
orbit, thousands of which can be sent
to the sky each time due to their small
sizes. These satellites serve several
services — from high-speed internet
5@, internet ofthings , high-speed data
transmission, survey, navigation to
high-resolution photography.

Thesatellite industry is expected to
see high competition with more oper-
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ators, while several industries may
have to rely more on satellites.

InJapan, mostsatellites are the low
earth orbittype and thousands of them
can be sent into the sky each time.

Presently, there are about 1,000
satellites in the sky, compared to the
past five years’ 200 satellites.

In 2021, the number of low earth
orbit satellites are expected toseea big
jump as seen from the licences for
10,000 satellites given to Space
Exploration Technologies (SpaceX)’s
founder Elon Musk, who also leads
Tesla, which makes electric cars, giant
batteries and solar products.

His move is expected to create
demand for satellites in the industry.
In Thailand, Thaicom’s satellites -
Thaicom 4 (Ipstar), Thaicom 5 and
Thaicom 6 - will end their concessions
andstillsee high demand fortheirserv-
ices to cope with the demands of 5G,
ToT and artificial intelligence.
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