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BROADCASTING

Regulator makes last-minute changes to draft of licence sale

PHOTO: WWW.123.COM

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The telecom regulator has reduced the
amount of bandwidth contained in each
licence for the planned sale of three
700-megahertz licences from 15MHz
to 10MHz, lowering the reserve price
from 25-27 billion baht to 17.58 billion.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
announced the change of terms and
conditionsyesterdayin the final draft of
the licence sale, saying the last-minute
changes were due to restrictions set by
the Section 44 order.

This means the total amount of spec-
trum for sale is 30MHz, down from
45MHz. The additional 15MHz will
be sold through a traditional auction,
expected by June next year.

The 30MHz of bandwidth com-
prises 703-733MHz of spectrum for
upload and 758-788MHz for download.

“The change is because we [the
NBTC] have to strictly complywith Sec-
tion 44, invoked by the governmentas a
partofan assistance package for digital
TV businesses,” said Takorn Tantasith,

the NBTC secretary-general. But he did
not clarify why the initially promised
45MHz was at odds with Section 44.

“Section 44 covered the range of only
30MHz of bandwidth for upload and
download, not all 45MHz,” he said.

However, some part of the 733-
748MHz for upload and 788-803MHz
range is already being used by micro-
phone equipment nationwide.

Mr Takorn said microphone usage on
the 700MHz range will be transferred
to lower ranges like 410MHz next year.

“The allocating of only 30MHz of
bandwidth on the 700MHz is safe for
both legal and technical factors,” he said.

Aspartofthe agreement to purchase
licences on the 700MHz spectrum, the
major operators will be allowed to
extend their 900MHz licence payment
terms for another five years.

The firstlicence covers 703-713MHz
for upload and 758-768MHz for down-
load. The second licence covers 713-
723MHz for upload and 768-778MHz
for download. The third license covers
723-733MHz for upload and 778-
788MHz for download.
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The change is because
we [the NBTC] have to
strictly comply with
Section 44.

TAKORN TANTASITH
Secretary-general, NBIC

Each licence is valid for 15 years.
Buyers must pay 17.58 billion baht over
10 years, or 10% per year.

The NBTC will hold a public hearing
for the final draft on May 22.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC plans
to auction a series of other spectrum
ranges starting in the fourth quarter
this year.

There is 190MHz of bandwidth on
the 2600MHz range and 3,000MHz of
bandwidth on the 26- and 28GHz range.

Additionally, there is the remain-
ing 35MHz of bandwidth on 1800MHz
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and another 15MHz of bandwidth on
700MHz. The 1800- and 700MHz ranges
are expected to be auctioned from April
to June next year.

The 2600MHz range is now being
used by state-owned broadcaster
MCOT; however, MCOT is in the
process of returning unused spec-
trum to the regulator in exchange
for compensation.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC will auc-

TERMS AND
CONDITIONS OF

THE PLANNED 700MHZ
SPECTRUM ALLOCATION
FOR SALE

B Number of licences 3 tion the 2600MHz band tozether with
. . - 10n the Z band together wi

| Bar!d\mdth of el.-ach licence 10MHz (down from 15MHz previously) 26- and 28GHz through whgat tcalln

I Valid term of licence 15 years multi-band auction.

I Reserve price per licence 17.58 billion baht Meanwhile, the remaining 1800MHz

I Terms of payment 10 years of instalments starting from Oct 2020 will be auctioned through a normal auc-

B Utilisation of licence From Oct 1, 2020 tion, and itwill comprise seven licences

of 5MHz of bandwidth each. A further
15MHz of bandwidth on the 700MHz

TIMELINE FOR AUCTIONS OF OTHER range will be auctioned through three
SPECTRUM RAN GES licences of 5SMHz each.

Last week, the three major mobile

Range Method Bandwidth Date operators submitted proposals to
: : : reserve the right to buy the planned
2600MHz i Multi-bandauction : 190MHz of the 2600MHz  { Oct-Dec 2019 700MHz licences in exchange

é with 26 and 28GHz : 3000MHz of 26-28GHz : for an extension to their 900MHz

Remaining i Normal auction i 15MHz i Apr-Jun 2020 licence payments.
: Somchai Lertsutiwong, chief execu-

700MHz
T g tive of Advanced Info Service, said the
Remaining i Normal auction i 35MHz i Apr-Jun 2020 company has yet to make a final deci-

1800MHz sion on the 700MHz licence as it waits
S “NBTC erppm for advisers to come to a conclusion
ource. based on all financial factors.
News ID: C-190515001072 (1 5 May 1 9/05:49) Page: 2/2
; iQNEWS J InfoQuest Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ FL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330

www.ignewsclip.com Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700  @=4 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701 help@ignewsclip.com



The Nation

The Nation
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 1,087

Section: Business/First Page

Date: Wednesday 15 May 2019

Volume: 43 No: 55819

Col.Inch: 38.44 Ad Value: 41,784.28

Page: 1B(Center)
PRValue (x3): 125,352.84

Headline: NBTC finalises draft on sale of 700MHz spectrum slots

Clip: Black/White

NBTC finalises draft on sale
of 700MHz spectrum slots

EACH OF THE THREE 10MHZ BANDWIDTH TO BE PRICED AT BT1758 BILLION

THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) will put on
salethree 700MHzspectrum slots,
each priced at Bt17.584 billion,
according tothe completed draft of
the 700MHz spectrum allocation.

NBTCsecretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said yesterday that the
NBTC had already finished the
final draft.

Each slot will feature a 10MHz
bandwidth.

Thelicence term will be 15years
and the licence payment can be
divided into 10 instalments.

The NBTC had earlier planned
to sell the slots with each totalling
15MHz bandwidth.

Telecom operators who win the

licences will start paying for the
slots next October.

The slots will be put on sale on
June19and proceeds fromthe sales
will be used to compensate the six
digital TV broadcasters who last
week informed the NBTC their
intention to return their broad-
casting licences.

The NBTC will hold a public
hearing on the draft of the regula-
tion of the 700MHz allocation on
May 22.

The NBTC wants the telecom
operators to provide 5G wireless
broadband service onthe 700MHz
band.

The sales of these three slots is
related to the junta’s launch of the
relief measures last month to ease
the financial burden of the three
900MHz telecom operators.

Under the relief measures, the
NBTC will split the total upfront
licence fee for the 900MHz spec-
trum of the three licence holders
into 10 instalments, giving them
more time to make payments from
the current four instalments.

However, the junta’s relief
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a IQNews

www.ignewsclip.com

Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

measures include a condition that
makes it mandatory for any of
900MHz licence holders availing
the relief measures to purchase the
NBTC’s 700MHz spectrum slots,
which will be up for sale on June
19.

Terms and conditions

The licence holders can inform
the NBTC that they want to avail
of the junta’s relief measures but
can later opt not to buy the

700MHz licence slots.

However, they would lose the
longer instalment facility if they do
notbuy theslots and would have to
pay as per the original payment
schedule.

All the three operators have
informed the NBTC their interest
to avail of the junta’s relief meas-
ures, butthey wantto see the terms
and conditions of the 700MHz
licence sales first before making a
final decision on whether to pur-
chase the 700MHz licences.

The NBTChas atotal of 45MHz
of the 700MHz bandwidth. After
selling the 30MHz, it is expected
to auction the remaining 15MHz
next April.

The NBTC will also auction the
2600MHz band, the 26GHz and
28GHzbands in October this year,
and the remaining 35MHz band-
width of 1800MHz band totalling
seven slots next April.
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