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Headline: Press corps call for payoffs for TV operator employees

Clip: Full Color

MEDIA

Press corps call for payoffs
for TV operator employees

POST REPORTERS

The press corps associations are urging
the telecom regulator to force digital tel-
evision operators which plan to return
their broadcasting licences, to compen-
sate their employees with three months
of salary.

This request is one among five that
the press corps recently submitted to
the National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC).

The press associations consist of the
National Union of Journalists Thailand,
the Thai BroadcastJournalists Associa-
tion, the Thai Journalist Association,
the News Broadcasting Council of Thai-
land and the National Press Council
of Thailand.

Seven digital TV channels had sub-
mitted letters of intent to return their
licences and leave the business by May
10, leaving 15 channels on air.

The move came after the regime
invoked Section 44 on April 10 to
give assistance to digital TV opera-
tors, including allowing them to exit
the sector without additional finan-
cial penalties.

The channels that will shut down
will receive compensation based on the
remaining valid term of their licences.
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According to the press group’s state-
ment, the departure of the TV opera-
tors from the sector will take a toll on
employees who will be laid off.

The group has formed a coordi-
nation centre to monitor the sec-
tor’s situation following the Section
44-based directive.

They said Takorn Tantasith, the
NBTC'’s secretary-general, who chairs
acommittee responsible for ironing out
compensation amounts for the opera-
tors who return the licences, should
try to persuade the operators to follow
through on the five requests made by
the group.

In addition to urging operators to
pay the three months of salary in com-
pensation to their employees, the press
corps are calling on operators to care-
fully and fairly evaluate the dismissal
of their workers.

For the operators that will continue
operations, they need to produce fair
work contracts for their employees, the
group said.

According to the group, the NBTC's
Broadcasting Telecommunications
Research and Development Fund for
the Public Interest should provide
financial support for skills training for
the affected employees.
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Spat seen hitting Huawei sales

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK
KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Huawei smartphone sales in Thailand
will plunge as phone buyers start to
shun the brand and switch to rivals after
Google announced it was suspending
business with China'’s top mobile phone
maker, dealers and experts warn.

Weeradej Panichwisai, the research
manager of IDC Thailand, said Thai
consumers will be reluctant to pur-
chase Huawei smartphones, though
he acknowledged that the US-China
trade war’s direction remains uncertain.

“During the US government’s 90-day
easing of trade restrictions, negotiations
might lead to positive results,” he said.
“As trade in high-tech goods between
the US and China is complexand inter-
twined, a continued row will affect the
supply chain for the tech industry in
both countries, with both losing.”

In the short term, high-end models
such as the Huawei P30 series that
have been quite popular will likely see
users switch to rival brands Samsung or
Apple, as users will likely be concerned
about security, Mr Weeradej said, refer-
ring to Google no longer updating

security for Huawei users when the US
company launches anew version of the
Android operating system by year-end.

This will affect high-end users of
fintech and mobile banking apps that
require security. If there is no security
breach in the existing Android OS, the
high end can sell for at least two years.

In the next model, the Mate series,
Huawei will need to change its strategy
andreschedule the new productlaunch,
as it might not have access to Google
services such as YouTube and Gmail.
Mid-range and entry-level phones will
see less impact because there are many
brands for consumer choices.

Chinese smartphone brands Huawei,
Vivo, Oppo, Honor and Xiaomi hold
more than half of Thailand’s smart-
phone market share. According to IDC
Thailand, as 0f2018, Samsung’s market
share in Thailand was 21%, followed by
Oppo(16%), Huawei (14%), Vivo (11%)
and Apple (7%).

Thailand is one of the major users
of Google, an American multinational
tech company that specialises in inter-
net-related services and products.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general
of the NBTC, said representatives from

the US embassy clarified yesterday that
existing smartphones and devices sold
in the market can still operate normally
and access US-based platforms such
as Google.

But existing models of Huawei smart-
phones may be unable to access US-
based platforms in the future if they
update the platform. Next-generation
Huawei smartphones may run the
same risk.

For telecom networks equipped with
Huawei equipment, they will operate
as usual, Mr Takorn said. “The NBTC is
monitoring the news and the temporary
general licence for 90 days issued by the
US government,” he said.

Dusit Sukhumvithaya, chief execu-
tive of Jaymart Mobile Co, said current
Huawei smartphone models with the
existing Android OS can be used for two
years, without the need to upgradeto a
new OS version.

“Jaymart has inventory of 30-45 days
of Huawei smartphones and awaits a
formal announcement by Huawei,” Mr
Dusit said.

US eases restrictions: Page B8
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TUC, AWN keen to get 700MHz licence

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

True Move H Universal Communica-
tion (TUC) and Advanced Wireless Net-
work (AWN) are the likeliest operators
to acquire 700-megahertz spectrum
licences when they are available for
sale in June, says a telecom analyst at
Kasikorn Securities.

TUC, a subsidiary of True Corp, is
expected to buy alicence in exchange
for a delay in the last payment of the
900MHz licences due in 2020 for an
additional five years. AWN would be
more interested in the 700MHzlicence
to maintain its leading position, said
Pisut Ngamvijitvong, senior analyst
atKS.

The three mobile phone operators

— TUC, AWN and DTAC Trinet — all
submitted requests to the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission to postpone their last
payment term for the 900MHz band, as
allowed by Section 44. But they must
participate in the 700MHz auction to be
eligible for the payment delay.
Through the use of Section 44, the
last term of licence payments for AWN
and True TUC at 60 billion baht each for
900MHz, originally due in 2020, will be
due in 2025 — adding another five-year
instalment period. Total Access Com-
munication (DTAC), through subsidiary
DTAC Trinet, also had the last term of its
900MHz licence payment of 30 billion
baht delayed from 2021 to 2026.
DTAC Trinet won the 900MHz
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licence in an auction last year. DTAC's
licence comprises 5MHz of spectrum
bandwidth on the 900MHzrange, com-
pared with 10MHz each for AIS’s and
TUC’s licences.

Mr Pisut said the final payment
instalment for the 900MHz licence
wouldn't pressure AIS, as the company
has prepared a budget for it by cutting
dividend payments for years.

AIS wants a 700MHz licence to
ensure that it won’t miss the 5G band-
wagon, he said.

“Holding a licence for the 700MHz
range is notjusta spectrum licence, but
the holder can claim that the move is
to pave the way for the upcoming 5G
technology in the future,” Mr Pisut said.

AIS now holds the highest spectrum

bandwidth through a variety of spec-
trum ranges compared with rivals,
but he said the company could suffer
a setback if it fails to buy the 700MHz
licence, as TUC could claim first-mover
status in 5G.

The current standard of 5G spec-
trum ranges set by the International
Telecommunication Union comprises
700MHz for low band, 3500MHz for
middle band, and 26GHz and 28GHz
for high band.

AIS now holds 60MHz of bandwidth
through the 900-, 1800- and 2100MHz
ranges. TUC holds 55MHz of band-
width through the 850-, 900-, 1800-
and 2100MHz ranges, while DTAC has
50MHz of bandwidth through the 1800-,
2100- and 2300MHz ranges.
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