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BROADCASTING

First channels go black

Aug 16, get B1.18bn

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Spring News 19 and Spring 26
(formerly Now 26) will be the
first batch of digital TV channels
going off the air Aug 16, receiving a
combined compensation of almost
1.18 billion baht from the telecom
regulator 60 days after shutdown.

Channel 19 will get 500.5 mil-
lion baht and Spring 26 675.7
million, according to yesterday’s
resolution by a sub-committee
of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC).

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said compensation will
be based on the stations ceasing
their spectrum use for broadcast-
ing before their licences expire
in 2029.

However, the net compensation
for each TV channel will be differ-
ent based on the winning price of
each licence auction and the exact
date they are allowed to switch off.

The NBTC will calculate the
net amount of compensation sub-
tracted by the amount ofassistance
they got from the must-carry rule
and broadcasting network rental
fee subsidy, as well as their annual
net profit from the beginning of
the year until their shutdown date.

Mr Takorn said Spring News 19
and Spring 26 were the two first
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channels which proposed their
exit plans last month in compli-
ance with Section 44 invoked in
April to assist digital TV operators.

Previously, seven digital TV
channels through six operators
submitted letters of intent to exit
the sector on May 10, the submis-
sion deadline date.

These included Spring News 19,
Spring 26, MCOT 14, Voice TV 21,
Bright TV 20, Channel 3 family 1
and Channel 3 SD 28.

That means the number of
existing digital TV channels will
decrease from 22 to 15 channels
after August.

However, only three of the
seven channels have already pro-
posed their financial statements
and switch-off plans to the NBTC
for approval. Bright TV 20 was
the third as it proposed its finan-
cial statement and shutdown
plan yesterday.

The remaining four channels
have yet to propose a statement
or plan.

Additionally, Mr Takorn said the
sub-committee also approved a
principle for employees’ benefit
compensation proposed by Spring
News 19 and Spring 26 as they both
agreed to pay compensation to
their employees losing their jobs of
an additional one month of salary
to labour legislation.
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Spring 26 Channel (formerly Foul Intalmerits
NOW26 channel) and more than According to the NBTC sub-
Bt500 milion to Spring News . committee’s calculations, Spring
Channel 19 afterthey retum their  Nayys will lose use of the licence
glgltal TV licences to the watch- for 3,540 days counting from the
08. ! N
Bothchannetswillgooffthe o s (EHEIECS oA
il'é%m'dn'fht on Auguls_lt_ 13' licence term on April 24, 2029.
Secretary-general 1akom — Tha tota| ynused period amounts
Tantasith said yesterday. H‘? toacompensation of Bt567.407
added that t'he compensation million. After deducting the
‘éVOUld ﬂ%paﬁ to thlem W'th'?f?g amount of government subsidies
ays of the channets goINg AT NG grantad g digital TV licence hold-
o The NBTC board is expected to ersuntil August 15 and the chan-
consider approval of the date for nel's net profit this year of Bté.4
%ﬂptdow‘t“h‘?f thechannelslater  iion, the channel will be com-
ISS?(%gmhercial digital TV pensatt_ad witha et e
broadcasters announced on May excggcriiwgg% 5C?1gr2'r]1ltlalll?ﬁbW26)
10that they wereretumingthe — yttared Bt22 billion to win the
seven licences they had secured licerce. af which threa instal-
fromtheNBTC. Mayl0wasthe  monicamounting to Bt1 472 bil-
deadline for any broadcaster to lion had already been paid
declare their intention to return According to the NBTC sub-
their licences. . -

The six broadcasters retuming ﬁgﬂgﬁgg&g’;ﬁ&%’}ﬁg&ﬁ?ﬁ a
their licencesincluded Spring lion. The offer for operators to
News Television Co Ltd's Spring return their Iicence_llJ and get
New; Cha_nnel]g, and Na’gon . compensation was part of meas-
Multimedia Group (NMG)'s Spring e announced by the National
126 Co L]tcd' VSVhiCh ";i“gﬁ”d ballc(l; its Council for Peace and Orderin

icence for Spring 26 Channel (for- : o :
mertyknown as NOW26 chan- Aprilto ease their financial burden.
nel). The others are Bright TV,
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Headline: Four arrested for selling wireless microphones without a licence

Clip: Black/White

HOT PROPERTY

Four arrested for selling wireless
microphones without a licence

Three women and a man were arrested
yesterday for allegedly importing and sell-
ing wireless microphones without first seek-
ing a licence to use a wireless frequency
from the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunication Commission.

Some 26,350 items of electronic devices,
mostly wireless microphones of the Hot
Rockbrand, wereseized as officialsfrom the
NBTCjoined with police to raid a warehouse
in Tambon Bang Proa Ngai in Nonthaburi’s
Sai Noi district.

The items were worth about Bt50 million,
said the Assistant National Police Chief, Pol
Lt-General Piya Uthayo.

The arrested were named as Yupin
Namkha, 42, Nitaya Limwilai, 49,
Duangkamol Meesuan, 49 and Sompit
Khianwichai, 37.

Theraid was carried out after NBTC otfi-
cials found thatthe Hot Rock brand of wire-
less microphone wasbeing sold atthe Klong
Thom market without a licence from the
agency.

The NBTC Act requires firms to obtain a
licence for use of wireless frequencies before
they can sell the devices.
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COMMENTARY
Atiya

Achakulwisut

Why haven’t we
learnt anything
from our past?

s anti-monarchy accusations fly
and self-serving coalition politics
becomes the name of the game,
Thai politics has arrived at another
critical junction.

Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha has
secured his second term, with the possibility
of an even longer haul since the appointed
Senate has a five-year tenure.

Yet, the virtually hung parliament, internal
strife within the eclectic coalition, extreme
polarisation and a sharp rise in twisted rheto-
ric bode ill for the overall ideas of stability,
democracy and sense of justice.

Anyone for “democratic dictatorship?” It's
clearly confusing where we are and what we
are doing.

The return of coalition politics defined
more by self-interest than political ideology
is inevitable. It's in the design of the current
constitution aimed at breaking the monopoly
of power of strong political parties.

The voracious fighting for cabinet jobs is
an outlier, however. The military regime may
have overestimated its hand in controlling
career politicians, not just those from other
parties but veterans even within its Palang
Pracharath Party (PPRP) political vehicle.

The unashamed wranglings put all the
coalition parties, including the PPRP which
formerly claimed to have the moral high
ground, in the same pool of dirty politics.

It's exactly this kind of politics that everyone
agrees we should move away from. Yet, here
we are witnessing a tedious blast from the past
being played out as reform.

The rise of extremist politics and the anti-
monarchy witch-hunt, especially targeting
rookie MPs from the Future Forward Party
(FFP), are other risk factors.
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The FFP is by all means a disruptor. The
one-year-old party defied expectation as it
surged to become the country’s third-largest
political party with some 80 MPs. It’s no sur-
prise that the party and its leaders are being
watched with suspicion by the establishment.

It’s still dangerous to let the anti-monarchy
game go on. History has taught us that bring-
ing the high institution into politics can easily
lead to an uncontrollable situation.

Since the March election, we have seen old
ideas and presumptions crumble. Political
groups that used to stand apart are coming
together as politics shifts toward pragmatism.

The old dividing line of ammart (aristocrat)
versus phrai (ordinary people) has faded into
the background as military dictatorship versus
liberalism, the overall generation gap and self-
interest became the real issues.

For many, ideologies no longer matter, or
they do in such a diluted form that we have
seen people who touted an anti-corruption
agenda condoning nepotistic practices them-
selves. Anything goes as long as the support
base is pleased.

People who once claimed to fight for egali-
tarianism are now cosying up to dictators. We
have seen parliament, which should serve as
the venue for intellectual and constructive
arguments, being reduced to tirades about the
appropriateness of the women’s dress code.
We have seen the regime, which has always
acted as if it were above politicians, wheeling
and dealing in just the same way.

What ideals or noble values can anybody
hold on to when actual politics harks back
to what was condemned as a rotten coali-
tion game of power? It's ironic that after the
protracted conflict, street protests and calls
for political reforms we have come back to the
same stumbling block we wanted so badly to
change in the first place.

People condemned Yingluck Shinawatra for
the flawed rice-pledging policy but are indif-
ferent to PM Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha invok-
ing Section 44 to relieve digital TV operators
of billions of baht debt owed to the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Com-
mission in unpaid licence fees.

Those who once condemned as an act of
parliamentary dictatorship the Pheu Thai
Party’s sneak issuance of a law to pardon
politically motivated court cases don't see
anything wrong with the 250 senators who
were handpicked by the regime unanimously
voting its chief to be the new PM.

Supporters of political groups from differ-
ent spectra say we should respect differences
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of opinion but social media is awash with
politically related bias, even hate speech.

Should we feel proud that we have tried so
hard to do away with fractious politics just to
end up with an even more backward game
marked by sexist comments such as one by
MP Mongkolkit Suksintaranont, leader of the
Thai Civilised Party, who said he would like to
see women MPs cat-fighting in the parliament
because it would be fun?

The dilution of ideology provides cause for
discouragement. The people are feeling disil-
lusioned. There will likely soon be mounting
calls for change. That could be a positive thing
amid the decay except for the atmosphere
of extremism and anti-monarchy witch-
hunting, which are not at all conducive to any
realignment.

Atiya Achakulwisut is a columnist, Bangkok Post.
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