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Channel 21 sets shutdown for Sept 1

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Voice TV will shut down its digital
channel 21 on Sept 1, receiving com-
pensation of 378 million baht from
the regulator within 60 days of the
shutdown, according to yesterday's
resolution of the regulator’s board.

Compensation was also approved
for the shutdown of MCOT Family
Channel 14 on Sept 15.

The channel could receive com-
pensation of 163 million baht, but the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC)
board will consider and give official
approval for a resolution and net
compensation for the channel.

The NBTC subcommittee is still
working on remedy conditions for

digital TV channels that have decided
to remain in business.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said net compensation for
each TV channel will differ depend-
ing on the winning price of each
licence auction and the exact date
when they are allowed to go off-air.

The compensation will mainly
be in exchange for the spectrum the
channels will return to the NBTC, for
which they have already paid licens-
ing fees up to 2029.

The NBTC calculated the net
amount of compensation and sub-
tracted the assistance they got from
the must-carryrule and broadcasting
network rental fee subsidy, as well as
the annual net profit until the date
of shutdown.
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For MCOT Family 14, the channel
won its TV licence for 452 million
bahtand subtracted the assistance it
got from must-carry rule at 34 million
baht and its broadcasting network
rental fee subsidy at 28 million baht.

But MCOT Family 14 still has
outstanding licence payments on
its fourth term of 63 million. So, net
compensation for MCOT Family 14
would be 163 million baht.

Mr Takorn said Channel 3 Family
13 and Channel 3 SD 28 are also
under consideration by the NBTC
subcommittee.

The two proposed financial state-
ments and an off-air plan to the NBTC
on Monday. They will have to pass
the subcommittee before going to the
board for approval.

Page: 1/1

InfoQuest Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ EL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330

Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 help@ignewsclip.com

Clip: Full Color




THE NATION THAILAND http://www.nationthailand.com Rating:
File saved: Wednesday 10 July 2019 Time 02:41 Site Value: 40,000 PRValue (x3): 120,000

Headline: NBTC board okays Bt378m compensation for return of Voice TV licence
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Headline: NBTC board okays Bt378m compensation for return of Voice TV licence

The board of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) on
Tuesday approved payment of compensation over Bt378 million to digital TV licence holder
Voice TV for returning its licence to the regulator.

The NBTC had set up a subcommitee to determine the compensation that should be paid to six

digital TV licence holders returning seven licences they hold.

Voice TV channel will go off the air at midnight on August 31, NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said.

On Tuesday, the subcommittee will also calculate the compensation for MCOT, which aims to
return its MCOT Family Channel 14 licence. The MCOT channel will go off the air on September 15
midnight.

The subcommittee has yet to calculate the compensation for BEC World's Channel 3 for return
of its Family Channel 13 and 35D Channel 28.

Takorn estimated that Channel 13 would get compensation of around Bt162 million and the 3SD
Channel 28 of over Bt680 million.

Both will go off the air at midnight on September 30.

Related story: NMG sharehol

Six commercial digital TV broadcasters announced on May 10 that they were returning the seven
licences they had secured from the NBTC. May 10 was the deadline for any broadcaster to

declare their intention to return their licences.

The six broadcasters returning their licences included Spring News Television Co Ltd's Spring
News Channel 19, and Nation Multimedia Group (NMG)'s Spring 26 Co Ltd, which will hand back
its licence for Spring 26 Channel (formerly known as NOW26 channel).

The others are Bright TV, which is returning its licence for Channel 20, Voice TV for Voice TV
Channel 21, MCOT for MCOT Family Channel 14, and BEC World's Channel 3 for its Family
Channel 13 and 35D Channel 28.

The NBTC board last month approved a resolution that the regulator will pay net compensation
of Bt675.764 million to Spring 26 Channel, more than Bt500 million to Spring News Channel 19,
and Bt371.983 million to Bright TV. All three stations will go off the air at midnight on August 15.
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