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Headline: FFP wants all Section 44 orders of the regime lifted
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FFP wants all
Section 44

orders of the
regime lifted

POST REPORTERS

Future Forward Party (FFP) secretary-
general Piyabutr Saengkanokkul yes-
terday called on the National Council
for Peace and Order (NCPO) torescind
its remaining orders, which he said
still limit the rights and freedom of
the people.

Among the remaining NCPO orders
which Mr Piyabutr said are depriving
the people of their rights, is an order
authorising a state official to detain
any members of the public for up to
seven days.

Mr Piyabutr’s call came one day after
Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha
invoked Section 44 to repeal 67 orders
issued by the NCPO.

The last Section 44 order has also
resulted in the lifting of media restric-
tions and effectively transferred all
cases involving offences against the
NCPO's orders to civilian courts.

“Any orders that have to remain
as laws should be turned into acts,”
he added.

He said there will be a motion in the
House asking to form a special House
committee to study the impacts of
NCPO’s orders on the public.

“Further studies into the orders’
effects are needed, as it can help the
government to come up with reme-
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dies and compensate those who were
affected,’ he said.

According to Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, Wissanu Krea-ngam, there are 10
orders which have not been rescinded.
“These orders can be separated into two
groups,” he said.

The first group, according to Mr
Wissanu, are orders that are adminis-
trative in nature, while the second are
ones that carry the same weightas laws.

“The administrative orders will be
repealed by the prime minister or the
cabinet at a later date,” he said.

Mr Wissanu said that the 10 remain-
ing orders are needed by state agen-
cies to continue doing their work —
including ones concerning taxation, the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission, migrant
workers and illegal labour, and illegal,
unreported and unregulated (IUU)
fishing.

Meanwhile, a source told the Bang-
kok Post that cases which will be trans-
ferred from military courts to civilian
ones include those concerning key
anti-regime figures, such as FFP leader
Thanathorn Juanroongruangkit, vet-
eran political Chaturon Chaisang, activ-
ist Sirawith “Ja New” Seritiwat and the
“Resistant Citizens” group.

The cases pursued by the state
against two key suspects behind the
2015 Erawan Shrine bombing will also
be transferred to a civilian court, the
source said.

The suspects in the Aug 17, 2015
bombing that killed 20 people and
wounded 130 others are Yusufu Mie-
raili and Adem Karadag, also known as
Bilal Mohammed.

The source said the military court
was in the middle of hearing pros-
ecutors’ witnesses when Gen Prayut
ordered the transfer of the case.
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TECHNOLOGY

NBTC to charge conduit fees

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The telecom regulator insists it will
charge telecom operators service fees
for cable conduits as part of an ongoing
project to ensure that rates are fair and
serve the city government'’s objective of
putting all existing overhead telecom
and broadcasting cables underground
throughout the capital.

The Bangkok Metropolitan Admin-
istration (BMA), through its wholly
owned subsidiary Krungthep Thana-
kom (KT), has said it cannotlease cable
conduits for telecoms to rentif the rates
are unreasonable and conflict with the
concept of infrastructure sharing.

KT must submit a proposal to the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) for
approval of its business plan when the
projectis completed and ready to lease
the conduits.

According to NBTC secretary-gen-
eral Takorn Tantasith, the commis-
sion fully supports the local govern-
ment’s project to put the overhead
cables underground.

He said the project should be done
in both main and secondary roads
throughout Bangkok. Importantly,

intersection. PATIPAT JANTHONG

www.ignewsclip.com

A man walks past tangled overhead electric wires at Bangkok’s Sathon-Narathiwat

the BMA must be the major agency
to handle the project because it holds
operating rights to related areas of the
project, especially footpaths on all roads
in Bangkok.

The rates for the cable conduits must
also be reasonable and fair for all play-
ers, Mr Takorn said. The operations
must not be profit-centric, as the gov-
ernment needs cooperation from the
telecoms to help beautify the city and
serve digital infrastructure develop-
ment in the long term.

Previously, the National Digital Econ-
omy and Society Committee, chaired by
Deputy Prime Minister Prajin Juntong,
approved the BMA's motion through KT
to press ahead with the project and the
cabinet acknowledged the committee
resolution on Jan 15.

Last week the telecom firms, through
the Telecommunications Association of
Thailand (TCT), submitted a letter to
the prime minister contending that the
BMA was letting True Corp monopolise
the underground cable project.

The TCT also said that the permit
for True to operate the project may be
similar to a 30-year concession contract
for cable conduits that will stretch 2,450
kilometres throughout Bangkok.

News ID: C-190711001085 (11 Jul 19/06:01)
a IQNews

#= 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701

But BMA management dismissed the
accusation, saying True was discussing
a contract with KT and an official con-
clusion had yet to be reached.

Also, the telecom operator, to be
chosen by KT, will only construct
cable conduits, not operate the whole
system. Negotiations are under way to
determine the lease charges and other
returns for the BMA.

A source at the BMA said KT earlier
wrote to more than 20 telecom opera-
torsinviting them tolease the conduits,
but only True expressed an interest.

Mr Takorn acknowledged that KT
and True have yet to reach a deal.

“Currently there are different details
between the BMA and the TCT, includ-
ing technology of the conduits that may
partly create different rates of service
fees,” he said.

A source at the TCT said telecom
operators don’t know the clear details
of the business models that are under
negotiation between KT and True,
along with the 30-year contract, espe-
cially the benefit-sharing aspects.

That may create conflict under the
infrastructure-sharing concept, which
should provide the most affordable
rates for the public’s benefit.

TCT president Monchai Noosong
said the association’s working panel
is studying all critical factors, includ-
ing the effects related to parties, clear
guidelines and standard procedures
based on international practice and
updated tech.

“We [TCT] absolutely support the
government'’s policy but are still con-
cerned itwould create excessive costs,”
he said.

The TCT is concerned that telecom
companies may have to pay a rental
fee to use the underground pipeline at
almost 20,000 baht per km per month,
compared with only 200 and 300 baht
per km per month that the telecom and
broadcast companies now pay to rent
cement poles from the Metropolitan
Electricity Authority and the Provincial
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Electricity Authority.

Additionally, the TCT sees some
roads in Bangkok as suitable for a
hybrid model in which all telecom-
broadcast cables are grouped into a
single overhead tube.

“Even in New York and Tokyo, some
parts of these cities have overhead
cables, but grouped in a proper way,’

Mr Monchai said.
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