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Headline: NBTC plans two spectrum auctions for 5G infrastructure

NBTC plans two spectrum
auctions for 5G infrastructure

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The telecom regulator plans to hold
auctions for two sets of multi-band
ranges meant to cater to 5G technol-
ogy later this year.

The first batch consists of 700-meg-
ahertz, 2600MHz and 26-28 gigahertz
spectrum, while the other comprises the
3400-3600MHz and 1800MHz ranges.

The auction plan will be submitted
to the National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
board for approval next month, said
Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
the NBTC.

The 2600MHz is held by state-owned
broadcaster MCOT, which has to return
an unused 190MHz of bandwidth to the
NBTC in exchange for compensation.

The 3400-3600MHz and 26-28GHz
ranges are partially held by satellite
businesses and the NBTC will negoti-
ate with them to recall the spectrum
for the auction.

“The timeline for the auctions will
be announced as soon as possible, after
the NBTC board approves the plan,”
said Mr Takorn.

The auction is meant to prepare
spectrum resources for the develop-
ment and use of 5G technology, he said.

“Spectrum needs to be made avail-
able to accelerate the introduction of
5G, which should be seen as another
important national infrastructure — as

vital as roads, railways and airports.”

Mr Takorn said with ultra-fast con-
nectivity speeds and low latency rates,
5G is set to transform industries and
enable the future of smart cities.

Nadine Allen, head of Ericsson Thai-
land, said local mobile operators would
have a first-mover advantage by transi-
tioning early to the next generation of
mobile technology.

“Mobile operators in the country
are expected to benefit from an addi-
tional US$2.6 billion [77.3 billion baht]
in 5G-enabled market opportunities
by 2026, especially in manufacturing,
energy and utilities sectors, according
to our study,” Ms Allen said.

The timeline for the
auctions will be
announced as soon
as possible, after
the NBTC board
approves the plan.

TAKORN TANTASITH
Secrefary-general, NBTC
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5G platform development is likely to
happen in 2021 because it takes time
for spectrum allocation and industrial
engagement in technology, said Erics-
son Thailand.

In related news, the NBTC revealed
36,814 households registered for the
three-year free rural broadband ser-
vice with a speed of 30/10Mbps under
its universal service obligation (USQ)
project.

The project, which covers 3,920 vil-
lages, is aimed at bridging the digital
gap between urban and remote areas,
said Mr Takorn.

The NBTC will install and establish
broadband connections at the regis-
tered households on a first-come, first-
served basis, as well as where geograph-
ical conditions allow.

The regulator will be responsible
for broadband service expenses for
three years.

The 36,814 households make up less
than 10% of 394,904 low-income house-
holds, with the remainder expected to
be registered for the service by 2022,
the NBTC said.

Mr Takorn said the scheme will
provide opportunities for low-income
households to generate sales revenue
from their goods online. Their locally
produced handicrafts willreach a wider
market online, he said, with online
feedback helping to improve quality
and seek ways to add value.
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