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Headline: AIS-TOT tower dispute ends amicably with 10-year deal

Clip: Full Color

TECHNOLOGY

TOWERING FEAT

AlS seals a 10-year contract to rent 13,198
telecom towers from TOT, ending a long-
running legal dispute. B3

AIS-TOT tower dispute ends

amicably with 10-year deal

Settlement called a
‘win-win’ for parties

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Mobile operator Advanced Info Service
(AIS) Plc, through subsidiary Advanced
Wireless Network (AWN), has sealed a
10-year contract torent 13,198 telecom
towers from TOT Plc, in a deal touted
as awin-win solution after years oflegal
wrangling over the tower concession by
the two parties.

TOT president Monchai Noosong
said his company stands to benefit from
the contract because it will have a stable
source of revenue from tower rental.

Entering the contractlets AWN enjoy
long-term use of the towers in support

of the company’s telecom services,
especially with a lower rental rate than
stipulated under an earlier deal, Mr
Monchai said.

Previously, AWN paid a tower ser-
vice fee to TOT on a monthly lump-sum
basis to the tune of 300 million baht
since the end of the concession in 2015.

AIS operated 2G mobile service on
the 900MHz band under TOT's 25-year
concession, which expired in 2015.

The concession concerns a build-
transfer-operate (BTO) condition,
which means the concessionaire must
gradually transfer the towers upon
completion of construction to TOT
before it can operate them.

Mr Monchai said AIS had trans-
ferred about 11,000 telecom towers to
TOT up until 2014, when the company
informed the state enterprise that it
misunderstood the concession details

www.ignewsclip.com

and stopped transferring a further 2,000
towers to TOT.

The case was later thrown into
arbitration proceedings in 2014 for
a settlement.

As the concession ended in 2015
while the dispute was still unsettled,
AWN entered amutual agreement with
TOT to temporarily use the state enter-
prise’s towers with a monthly payment
of 300 million baht.

AIS on Wednesday informed the
Stock Exchange of Thailand that the
company and TOT had agreed to settle
the dispute in the arbitration hearings.

AWN agreed to use telecom towers
from TOT, while TOT agreed to use
space and maintenance services from

News ID: C-190906001009 (6 Sep 19/06:02)
a IQNews

#= 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701

TOT says the
new rental
contract for
13,198 telecom
towers will help
the state
enterprise
secure long-
term revenue.
PATTANAPONG
HIRUNARD

AWN for 10 years, effective from Janu-
ary this year. The deal is worth 28 bil-
lion baht.

AIS chief executive Somchai
Lertsutiwong said entering the contract
lets both parties fairly capitalise on the
towers in the long run.

Mr Monchai also expressed satisfac-
tion over the deal.

“The dispute settlement is a win-win
resolution for the both parties, and in
line with the government’s policy to
settle the existing disputes between
state enterprises and the private sector,”
he said.

According to Mr Monchai, apart from
the 13,198 towers in the dispute, TOT
has about 1,000 towers it has invested
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in. He went on to say that the tower
rental contract would help TOT secure
long-term revenue.

As of the first seven months this year,
TOT had total revenue of 30 billion baht,
more than 40% of it generated by fixed
broadband service and 25% by fixed-
line phone service.

TOT aims for total revenue of 52
billion baht in 2019 and a net profit of
2.4 billion baht, up from 2 billion baht
in 2018.

Mr Monchai said TOT is still mired

in legal disputes with several entities,
including True Corporation, TT&T, Jas-
mine International Plc and the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission.
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JUSTICE

Sondhi’s son gets
suspended jail term

POST REPORTERS

The Supreme Courthas handed downa
16-month prison sentence, suspended
for three years, to Sondhi Limthong-
kul’s son, Jittanart, for broadcasting
programmes on ASTV News 1 satellite
TV without permission.

The judges yesterday upheld an
Appeal Court ruling finding Jittanart,
together with Pachara Samudavanija
— executives of Thaiday Dot Com Co
— guilty of the offence committed from
September 2005 to February 2006.

Both were sentenced to one year and
four months in jail.

However, the judges decided to
suspend their imprisonment for three
years as their offences occurred when
the country had yet to establish its
broadcasting regulator — the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission.

According to prosecutors, the pair
broadcast TV programmes via fibre
optic cables leased from CAT Telecom
Plcand transmitted them to Hong Kong.

They also beamed visual and audio
signals via a satellite in order to air pro-
grammes on ASTV News 1 channel.

The charges were denied by the two
executives which were later dropped
during hearings in the Court of the
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First Instance.

However, the Appeal Court found
there were grounds to the alleged
offences and imposed two-year prison
terms on them. The sentence was
them commuted to 16 months due to
their testimonies.

The judges also ordered their com-
pany to pay a fine of 60,000 baht.

Jittanart’s father, Sondhi, was in court
yesterday when the Supreme Court ver-
dict was read.

Sondhi, 72, was released earlier this
week from prison under aroyal pardon
granted to mark the coronation of His
Majesty the King.

The former leader of the now-
defunct People's Alliance for Democ-
racy (PAD), an anti-Thaksin movement,
was jailed in 2016 when the Supreme
Court handed down 20-year jail sen-
tences against Sondhi, also founder of
Manager Media Group, and two former
Manager directors for violating the
Securities and Exchange Act.

Sondhi was eligible for a pardon as
he met the age criteria of being over
70 years old, former PAD core leader
Panthep Puapongphan wrote on his
Facebook page.

There were no irregularities behind
therelease, suchasa “secret order from
a certain person,” Mr Panthep said.
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