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TELECOMS

NBTC orders cable condult lease do -OVer

Telecom and cable lines along Phahon Yothin Road. The telecom regulator has ordered Krungthep Thanakom (KT) to renew
its process of seeking operators to lease underground cable conduits. PATTARAPONG CHATPATTARASILL

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The telecom regulator has ordered
city hall’s business arm, Krungthep
Thanakom (KT), to repeat the process
of seeking operators to lease under-
ground cable conduits, saying the pre-
vious document asking for expressions
of interest to join the scheme may have
caused misunderstandings.

The National Digital Economy and
Society Committee earlier approved
the Bangkok Metropolitan Administra-
tion (BMA) decision, through wholly
owned subsidiary KT, to move ahead
with the underground cable conduit
project in Bangkok.

KT then wrote to more than 20 tel-
ecom operators, inviting them to lease
the conduits, but only True Corpora-
tion expressed interest. The document
sent to these operators is known as a
request for proposal (RFP).

Last Friday, the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC) held a meeting with
KT and True to discuss the project.

An NBTC source who requested
anonymity said a letter sent by the
telecom regulator to the KT president
on Monday indicated that the agency
was informed by KT representatives
at the meeting that KT aimed to pro-
ceed with the project for the maximum
public benefit.

KT explained that the RFP was
disseminated to gauge demand for
conduit volume from operators, the
source said.

The NBTC said the operators may
have misunderstood and treated the
RFP as a binding document, obliging

them to make lease contracts.
“This may have caused licensed

operators to refrain from expressing
interest in joining the scheme,” the
NBTC said in the letter.

According to the letter, the move
may have caused broad public
misunderstanding.

To pursue the project with transpar-
ency and fairness, the NBTC wants “KT
to consider scrapping the previous
process and renewing it".
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The NBTC said KT should write
to the operators again to sound out
demand for conduits. The regulator
said KT must treat equally all operators
seeking to use the conduits.

KT must report technical and com-
mercial details of the project to the
NBTC for consideration, particularly
the conduitlease payment, which must
be fair and reasonable.

The NBTC said KT mustoperate the
project by itself, though it could co-
invest in the project with others.

Several telecom firms submitted a
petition via the Telecommunications
Association of Thailand to the prime
minister outlining concerns that the
BMA was allowing True to monopolise
the scheme.
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