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NBTC may bar TOT from state contracts

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

TOT could be barred from bidding for
other state projects if any of the three
contracts given to the company under
the Universal Service Obligation (USO)
Net project are terminated by the reg-
ulator, which has acknowledged that
TOT failed to deliver the contracted
work on time, says a source working
atthe National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
who requested anonymity.

The three contracts are among
eight awarded by the NBTC to five
winners in a 2017 e-auction to pro-
vide low-fee fixed broadband internet
service, as well as cellular service, to
3,920 villages.

An NBTC committee monitoring the
project will hold a meeting to discuss

the scheme tomorrow.

The source at the NBTC said the
committee would propose a resolu-
tion to terminate TOT's three contracts
and propose another e-auction for the
tasks TOT failed to deliver on.

“If the three contracts are termi-
nated, TOT may be at risk of being
blacklisted from bidding on other state
projects in the future,” the source said.
However, TOT will be given 15 days to
appeal the resolution.

The NBTC signed eight contracts
worth 13 billion baht with five bid win-
nersin late 2017. The five winners were
TOT, CAT Telecom, True Internet Cor-
poration, TrueMove H Universal Com-
munication and Interlink Telecom.

Under the USO Net project, desig-
nated villages will be able to access
broadband internet services at a
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minimum connection speed of 30
megabits per second for a monthly
fee of up to 200 baht.

Under the project, four contracts
involve broadband internetservice and
four concern mobile phone service.

TOT won a2.1-billion-baht contract
to install internet broadband service in
the North's Zone 2 and a 2.4-billion-
baht contract for the same service in
northeastern provinces.

The state telecom enterprise also
won a 1.8-billion-baht contract to
provide mobile phone service in the
North's Zone 1.

In pursuing broadband network
projects, TOT imported and installed
Chinese optical fibre lines, which con-
flicts with specification requirements,
the source said.

The source said the project aims to
promote local suppliers under a digi-
tally driven policy.

Local suppliers must be soughtifthe
relevant equipment can be supplied
by more than three local vendors, the
source said.

Additionally, TOT failed to deliver
the contracted USO Net buildings on
time, according to the source. Only
10% of 300 buildings required under
the contracts have been completed.

The tasks concerning mobile service
and mobile access nodes have been
delivered on schedule.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said the delay in USO Net's
broadband network, which was con-
tracted to be completed a year ago, is
taking a heavy toll on the country, par-
ticularly by depriving people in remote
areas of access.
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e
NBTC

The NBTC, in collaboration

with the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU)
and University of Technology
Malaysia (UTM), organised

a workshop to disseminate
knowledge on Traffic Engineering
and Advanced Wireless Network
Planning (5G & IoT).

The Office of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC), in collaboration with
the International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) and University of Technology,
Malaysia (UTM), hosted a workshop
on Traffic Engineering and Advanced
Wireless Network Planning (5G & loT).
Representatives from five regions
around the world attended, including
America, Europe, Africa, the Middle
East and Asia Pacific, along with
95 representatives from the Thai
government and private organisations.

NBTC -

TRAFF

NBTC Hosts Key 5G and Internet of Things
International Workshop

ITU - UTM CENTER OF EXCELLENCE 2019

ENGINEERING FAND ROVANCED

er‘.iﬂ'zss NE o BIRIC — ANN~S

It was a great opportunity to
gather world-leading 5G and Internet
of Things (loT) technology experts to
share knowledge and experience as
preparation for the ongoing transition
to the digital era. The workshop also
addressed the benefits of utilising
5G to connect all industries in both
manufacturing and service sectors and

Y

enable them to access the target data
effectively.

The workshop concluded that
utilisation of 5G and loT technology
will prepare industries for all the
challenges that may arise in the digital
age to ensure full effectiveness and
efficiency for the future.

www.nbtc.go.th
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