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Phone networks pledge glitch-free
service for royal barge ceremony

POST REPORTERS

The National Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission (NBTC) has requested all
mobile phone network providers work closely to
assure preparedness for the royal barge ceremony.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of the NBTC
yesterday held a meeting with network providers
to discuss their preparations regarding security
and the availability of their services for the royal
barge ceremony, the final event marking the coro-
nation of King Rama X, which will take place on
Oct 24.

Before that day, there will be two major rehears-
alson Oct 17, and Oct 21.

The NBTC has asked network providers to
ensure there are strong signals along the route
and plans to send an inspection team to assess this.
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“We will make sure the communication network
is free of glitches,” he told media yesterday after the
meeting with telecom network providers.

Meanwhile, a new documentary series on the
royal barge ceremony will begin on Oct 13 on
national radio and television stations, www.phra-
lan.in.th and social media channels, according to
deputy prime minister Jurin Laksanawisit.

The government will provide an e-book and
a version of the documentary in English for for-
eign media.

It is also hosting a press tour ahead of the royal
event for which, so far, 50 foreign news outlet and
130 local news outlets have registered to cover.

The deputy prime minister said that officials
have already prepared areas along both sides of the
Chao Phraya River and along the road to accom-
modate up to 36,000 people.
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yesterday for the
Royal Barge
Procession
scheduled for Oct
24. They will be on
¢ hand to provide
assistance to
visitors on the
procession day.
The training was
carried out in
Bangkok by the
Tourism and
Sporis
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Poll agency gives parties radio,
TV time to tout ‘achievements’

POST REPORTERS

Twenty five political parties will receive
radio and television airtime to publicise
their achievements between Dec 16-20,
Election Commission secretary-general
Jarungvith Phumma said.

He was speaking yesterday after
a meeting with executives from the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission and state-
run television and radio stations to dis-
cuss the allotment of airtime for parties
whose members were elected as MPs.

This is in compliance with Section
86 of the constitution’s organic law on
political parties.

The section stipulates that the EC
must allot free airtime for parties once
a year. The amount of airtime a party
receives depends on the number ofMPs
it has. The meeting agreed that 25 par-
ties will be given airtime from 7am to
10pm between Dec 16-20.

Of the 25 parties, 22 have no more
than 70 MPs and they will receive no
more than 10 minutes’ airtime each.
The remaining three which have more
than 70 MPs will be given no more than
20 minutes each.

Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister
Wissanu Krea-ngam yesterday said that
19 cabinet ministers, who are also MPs,
can vote on the 2020 fiscal budget bill.
He said that the current constitution
does not bar them from doing so.

The bill will be tabled before the
House of Representatives for its first
reading on Oct 17, which would involve

\i!

vl

Parliament oﬁiciéls inspect boxes containing 750 copies of the 2020 fiscal budget
bill and other documents to be distributed to MPs and senators. APICHART JINAKUL

a debate of two or three days. The
second and third readings are likely to
take place in January.

On Monday, the cabinet set up a
63-member panel which will vet the bill
inits second reading. The panel will be
made up of 15 representatives from the
cabinet, 24 from the opposition parties
and another 24 from coalition parties.

Mr Wissanu said the main cabinet
representatives will be the finance and
deputy finance ministers and the per-
manent secretary for finance.

The government has earmarked a
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3.22-trillion-baht budget for the 2020
fiscal year, with a 489-billion-baht defi-
cit, to run from January instead of Oct 1,
which marks the start of the fiscal year.

The government has said it has
enough funds from this month until
January to cover expenditure until the
new budget kicks in.

For the three-months before the 2020
budget disbursements, the government
would be paying for salaries and fixed
costs based on allocations in the 2019
budget, and it had enough money to
do so, according to the Budget Bureau.
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