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TECHNOLOGY

NBTC: EEC may get first taste of 5G adoption

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC)
areas could see 5G rolled out, along
with industrial and healthcare zones
by next October, says the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC).

The EEC is the government’s flag-
ship investment scheme, spanning the
eastern provinces of Chon Buri, Rayong
and Chachoengsao. Due to be com-
pleted by 2021, the project is aimed
at creating a technological, manufac-
turing and service hub connected to
Asean neighbours by land, sea and air.

Nationwide 5G adoptionis expected
next year as the network roll-out and
business use cases need time to take
shape, the telecom regulator said.

The Digital Economy and Society
(DES) Ministry and the NBTC have

started considering appointments
for the national 5G committee, in line
with the prime minister’s instruc-
tions, said Takorn Tantasith, the NBTC
secretary-general.

The structure of the panel is
expected to be discussed this week
between the NBTC and the ministry.

“There could be 10-15 people on the
panel,” Mr Takorn said.

The committee will be chaired by
the prime minister to create collabo-
ration between related parties, espe-
cially the Industry, Commerce, Trans-
portand Agriculture ministries, which
are key 5G adopters in the future. The
NBTC office will serve as the secretariat
of the panel.

Mr Takorn said the panel, as a coor-
dination centre for related agencies,
would ease 5G adoption in the country
and help manage spectrum recalls.

Some spectrum holders need to
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return frequencies to the NBTC in
exchange for compensation. The com-
mittee will neither have a hand in the
spectrum auction nor determine the
spectrum licence prices.

Mr Takorn reiterated that 5G spec-
trum licences would be priced low
enough to ease the financial burden
shouldered by major mobile operators.
5G adoption also needs a lot more net-
work roll-out investment.

Mr Takorn noted that the three
major mobile operators in Thailand
spent a combined 390 billion baht
(excluding value-added tax) on 3G and
4G licence auctions since 2012.

The regulator is considering short-
ening the process in thelead-up to the
5G spectrum auctions to make sure
that the network roll-out happens
within the first half of next year.

The 2600-megahertz spectrum is
scheduled to be auctioned by the end
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of this year, Mr Takorn said.

A grace period for licence payments
would also be granted to minimise the
financial burden on the mobile oper-
ators who make 5G network invest-
ments, he said.

There are 26 countries in the process
of installing 5G networks, and the
number is expected to reach 42 by
the end of this year. These countries
are tapping into the 2600MHz and
3400MHz spectra for 5G service.

In Thailand, the 2600MHz band
is held by state-owned broadcaster
MCOT, which has to return an unused
140MHz of bandwidth to the NBTC in
exchange for compensation.

Additionally, the NBTC is in the
process of recalling the 3400-3700MHz
ranges from satellite business provider
Thaicom and satellite TV firm PSI. A
combined 180MHz of bandwidth
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would be recalled from them.

Thaicom’s 3GHz of bandwidth on
the 26-28GHz spectrum range will also
be recalled.

DES Minister Buddhipongse Punna-
kanta said the ministrywill collaborate
with other relevant agencies to clear
obstacles to 5G adoption in the coun-
try, particularly in the EEC.

Once the national 5G committee is
formed, a clear roadmap for the coun-
try’s 5G adoption and related infra-
structure development will be formed
through cooperation with other min-
istries, Mr Buddhipongse said.
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DES Ministry panel working on ToR for private satellite operators

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Digital Economy and Society (DES)
Ministry has expressed confidence that
it can find companies that will operate
services on satellites Thaicom 4, 5 and
6 before Thaicom’s concessions expire
in September 2021.

The scheme will be carried out
under the public-private partnership
model. Thaicom is obliged to trans-
fer all concession-related assets to the
state when the concession ends.

Ajarin Pattanapanchai, the DES per-
manent secretary, said the ministry’s

working group is in the process of con-
sidering terms of reference (ToR) for
private operators to run the service.
The ToR draft is expected to be com-
pleted by mid-2020.

After that, bidders will be asked to
submit their proposals.

The ministry spent 6 million baht
hiring Chulalongkorn University to
study the draft conditions inrelation to
the satellite operation, Ms Ajarin said.

“ToR for the PPP projects in con-
nection with three satellites should
be finished by June nextyear,” she said.

The ministry’s teams are updating

which satellite assets have to be handed
over to the state.

Thaicom 4 is operated on the orbital
slot at 119.5 Eastand Thaicom 5 and 6
at 78.5 East.

The government plans to replace
concessions in satellite businesses with
alicensing regime to promote liberali-
sation of the industry while maintain-
ing state benefits.

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
took over regulating all related satel-
lite businesses from the DES Ministry
last year, according to the amended

NBTC law.

The DES Ministry recently wrote
to the NBTC, asking if the ministry
could help arrange orbital slots and
satellite network filing for satellites
throughout their lifespan to facilitate
the procedure.

Ms Ajarin said the move would help
ease bidders' concerns about regula-
tory issues. However, the request was
shot down by the NBTC.

Thanapant Raicharoen, deputy sec-
retary-general of the NBTC, said the
agency acknowledged the concerns
raised by the ministry.
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The regulator stands ready to award
operating licences and rights for satel-
lite network filing immediately to com-
panies selected by the ministry under
the PPP project, he said.

Air Marshal Thanapant said the
NBTC has finished three related regu-
lation dralfts for the satellite business:
a master plan for satellite orbital slot
rights, rules for licensing to use slots,
and rules for using satellites owned and
operated by foreigners.

The NBTC plans a public hearing on
the drafts on Oct 21, aiming for imple-
mentation by November.
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