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AoT, WHA seek NBTC nod to run 5G tests

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Airports of Thailand (AoT) and WHA
Corporation, the developer of fully inte-
grated logistics and industrial facilities,
are seeking the telecom operator’s per-
mission to run a 5G testbed in collabo-
ration with mobile operators.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general
of National Broadcastingand Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC), said
the request would be put before the
board for deliberation soon.

The NBTC is expected to allow them
to run the testbed through the 26GHz
spectrum range, he said.

“The NBTC allows all vertical indus-
trial players to submit a proposal seek-
ing permission to run 5G tests through
their partnership, as another effort to
push 5G adoption and use cases in the
country,’ said Mr Takorn.

He reiterated that 5G adoption is
needed by 2020, in line with the gov-
ernment’s roadmap for the digital
economy development.

The Digital Economy and Society
Ministry is working with partners to
pursue 5G trials in the Eastern Eco-
nomic Corridor. The NBTC is also
collaborating with mobile operators
and academia to run 5G tests in four
major locations.

5G tech is anticipated to accom-
modate digital transformation among
vertical industries, especially the manu-
facturing, energy and utility sectors.

However, there are several obstacles
that could potentially stall 5G adop-
tion, including slow spectrum allo-
cation, lack of willingness by mobile
operators to invest and the lack of
readiness by vertical industries to adopt
the technology.

“Spectrum allocation is the core task
of the NBTC, while use cases and practi-
cal solutions need to be developed by
related parties, such as vertical indus-
trial sectors,” said Mr Takorn.

He said he wants to see other
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AoT operates six
airports in the
country including
Suvarnabhumi
and Don Mueang.
PATTARAPONG
CHATPATTARASILL

industrial players ask for permission
toundertake the 5G testbed, apart from
WHA and AoT.

Referring to the establishment of the
national 5G committee, Mr Takorn said
the NBTC is in the process of prepar-
ing materials to present to the panel,
which will be submitted to the cabinet
for consideration.

This includes a five-minute video
featuring all related information about
the panel. These materials are due to
be completed by Friday.

The committee is designed to facili-
tate 5G adoption in the country, includ-
ing easing the process of recalling spec-
trum intended for 5G.

Page: 1/1

InfoQuest Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ FL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330

Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 E24 help@ignewsclip.com

Clip: Full Color




Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,500

Section: Business/NATIONAL

Date: Friday 25 October 2019

No: -

Ad Value: 89,970

Page: B1(Top Right), B4
PRValue (x3): 269,910

Volume: -

Col.Inch: 59.98 Clip: Full Color

Headline: Huawei Academy marks 5G support

B

"{;,13_:

! - _‘ —

SKILL SHARE

Huawei plans to open its first academy
outside China to prepare the local workforce
for 5G technology. B4

Visitors browse Huawei énﬁrlphdns at Thiland Mobile Expo 2019. SOMCHAI POOMLARD

Huawei Academy
marks 5G support

Digital workforce
necessary for tech

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

Huawei Thailand has vowed to further
invest in Thailand with the establish-
ment of the first Huawei Academy
outside China to increase the digital

skills workforce in preparation for 5G
technology and digital transformation.

The company also suggested the tel-
ecom regulator support the sharing of
base station sites for the 5G network
among mobile operators, as well as
lower auction prices for 5G spectrum
to accelerate adoption of the technol-
ogy in the country.

“Huawei has invested in the coun-
try for two decades and will continue
to enable a connected and intelligent

Thailand,” said Abel Deng, new chief
executive of Huawei Thailand, at a
press event marking its 20th anniver-
sary in Thailand.

The company aims to open a Huawei
Academyhere next month. The training
focus will be on cloud, artificial intel-
ligence (AI) and supercomputing.

The investment in a digital work-
force is part of a memorandum
of understanding for cooperation
between the Chinese tech giant and
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the Thai government.

Huawei said Thailand has a strategic
geographic advantage in Asean and the
country is a key mover for 5G adoption
in the region.

Mr Deng said the company will
work with the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
to boost public understanding about
5G benefits.

The firm, he said, expects the regu-
lator to consider offering inexpensive

prices for 5G spectrum licence auctions
to boost adoption.

In addition, the regulator should mull
having mobile operators share base sta-
tion sites for the 5G network as such
infrastructures are costly — about 80%
of the total cost of the network roll-out.

Mr Deng said 5G would help bolster
the economy and drive the country
towards a digital economy.

The company has 3,200 employees
in Thailand, 75% of whom are Thais.
In 2018, Huawei's procurement in the
country reached US$196 million (5.93
billion baht).

Huawei has invested ina 5G testbed
in the Eastern Economic Corridor pro-
ject and runs the Open Lab to develop
new technology alongside with start-
ups, small and medium-sized enter-
prises, local partners and customers. At
Digital Thailand Big Bang at Bitec from
Oct 28-29, Huawei will have a pavilion
showcasing 5G, cloud and AL
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