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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

DTAC seeks to postpone 5G auctions

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Total Access Communication (DTAC),
the third largest mobile operator,
yesterday urged the telecom regu-
lator to postpone the 5G spectrum
auctions scheduled for February to
include 3500-megahertz spectrum in
the auctions.

The request was made one day
ahead of the public hearing for the
four spectrum licence auctions. The
four bands cover 700MHz, 1800MHz,
2600MHz and 26-28 gigahertzranges.

The demand was swiftly shotdown
by the National Broadcasting and

Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), which indicated the deferral
would hinder the country’s competi-
tiveness in innovation development.

Marcus Adaktusson, chief cor-
porate affairs officer of DTAC, said
recommendations about the NBTC's
planned 5G auction were made to
ensure the optimum efficiency of
5G adoption and sustainable 5G
licence conditions.

The 3500MHz range is now held by
a satellite business under a conces-
sion that ends in September 2021, Mr
Adaktusson said.

Spectrum in the 2600MHz and
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3500MHz bands could be substituted
for 5G as they have similar properties,
while the 3500MHz range serves as a
key band for global 5G, he said.

“DTAC doesn’twant to see toolong
of a postponement, but only clearer
details of when the 3500MHz licences
would be auctioned and auction con-
ditions, including its reserve price,’
said Mr Adaktusson.

Meanwhile, 2600MHz spectrum
caps should have been set in a way
that would avoid potential market
distortion, he said.

Some 19licences were set aside for
the range’s auction, each containing

10MHz of bandwidth. The NBTC indi-
cated each winner must not hoard
more than 100MHz of bandwidth.
DTAC urged the NBTC to consider
some flexible caps based on the
number of bidders instead.

Reserve prices of the four spectrum
licences is seen as very high compared
to international benchmarks, he said.

Mr Adaktusson would not say
whether DTAC will participate in the
planned auctions in February.

“It may be easier for DTAC to
decide ifa 3500MHz auction timeline
and related conditions are declared,”
he said.
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LENDING

KTC raises
loan-loss

buffer as
2020 looms

SOMRUEDI BANCHONGDUANG

Krungthai Card (KTC), an unsecured
loan provider under Krungthai Bank,
is poised to set aside higher loan-loss
provisions next year as the economy
will likely remain sluggish, a new finan-
cial reporting standard is implemented
and business expands.

The company has prioritised
asset quality while economic gloom
abound, said chief finance officer Chu-
tidej Chayuti.

KTC's ratio of allowance for doubtful
debts to non-performing loans (NPL)
rose to 641% at the end of September
from 615% over the same period last
year. The increase in provisions was in
line with higher bad-loan write-offs,
allowing the company to control its bad
loan ratio at 1.1%.

He said KTC plans to maintain its
doubtful allowance ratio at a high level
nextyear and has no policy to move the
provisions back into profits.

The planned additional reserves are
also needed to comply with the new
Thai financial reporting standard 9
(TFRS 9), which will be adopted early
next year.

Amid a spate of uncertainties, the
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company’s profitability will be under
pressure next year, said Mr Chutidej.

The company is worried that econ-
omy next year will expand at a slower
pace than this year, dampened by the
global economic slowdown and this will
deteriorate borrowers’ debt-servicing
ability, he said.

Debt collection is also expected to
be more difficult in this environment.

KTC has been exploring new busi-
ness opportunities in several areas,
including title loans for cars and motor-
cycles, nano-finance and pico-finance.

Pico-finance services will be piloted
this month and will cover both secured
and unsecured loans.

KTC's pilot project for car and motor-
cycle title loans has started and addi-
tional provisions are required to cush-
ion against risks for new businesses,
said Mr Chutide;j.

“Typically, unsecured pico-finance
loans carry high risks. We don't know
exactly how much we will need for
doubtful allowances next year. We need
to test several business models for pilot
projects to find the right one,” he said.

Mr Chutidej said the Bank of Thai-
land’s new market conduct rules that
requires financial institutions to report
the phone numbers of both telesales
and debt collection to the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) mobile app, Gun
Guan, would not affect the company.

KTC adheres to central bank regula-
tions, so there are no concerns consum-
ers will reject telemarketing and debt
collection calls, he said.

Gun Guan will allow users to screen
unwanted telesales calls.

The company needs to improve over-
all products and services to draw con-
sumers and prevent them from block-
ing calls from KTC's telemarketing sales
staff, Mr Chutidej said.
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INTERNET

Elderly get
the rap for
fake news

POST REPORTERS

About 500,000 items of suspected
take news were spread on social
media over the past month, with
the elderly found to be the biggest
culprits, said Digital Economy
and Society (DE) Minister Bud-
dhipongse Punnakanta yesterday.

He said the ministry’s anti-fake
news centre has detected about
half a million items of possible
fake news and sent them to rel-
evant agencies for fact-checking,
which should take two hours.

Mr Buddhipongse said the
anti-fake news centre, which
was formally launched on Nov
1, intends to speed up detection
and is also looking into misuse
of social media platforms to
deceive people.

News ID: C-191203001029 (3 Dec 19/02:20)

a IQNews

www.ignewsclip.com

InfoQuest Limited [ 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ EL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330

According to the minister,
people aged 60 and over were
found to be the greatest source of
inaccurate information dissemi-
nated online, which they mainly
spread out of concemn for those
close to them.

Mr Buddhipongse was
responding to questions posed by
Senator Jadet Insawang on how
the government plans to fight
the spread of online fake news in
Thailand, which has a high rate of
internet usage.

Mr Jadet cited figures from the
National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission
(NBTC), which showed about
90% of people have access to the
internet and more than 100 mil-
lion mobile phone numbers are
in use.

Accordingto the senator, exist-
ing legal measures to deal with the
spread offalse content online are
inadequate, and state agencies
need to do more to raise public
awareness of fake news and how
to spotit.

Mr Buddhipongse also said the
work of the anti-fake news centre
was being hampered by criticism
that it acts as a tool to protect the
government’s image.
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