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Headline: Takorn: Changes won't stop progress

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

BUSINESS AS USUAL

The reshuffle of NBTC management will have
no bearing on the country’s progress in tech
adoption, says the commission chief. B3

Takorn: Changes
won’t stop progress

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

A major reshuftle in the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Com-
mission’s management this year will
have no bearing on the country’s pro-
gress in tech adoption, says Takorn Tan-
tasith, secretary-general of the NBTC.

Mr Takorn will have to leave his
post when he turns 60 on Sept 10. His
three deputies will finish their terms
in February.

The NBTC is recruiting five people to
serve as assistants to the NBTC's secre-
tary-general. These positions follow the
amendment to the NBTC Act that came
into effect in 2018.

Mr Takorn said the reshuffle and
recruitment comes as the country is
adopting innovative technology, but
this “will not create a bad effect on the
tech development ecosystem’.

He said the NBTC management and
officers have been learning and shap-
ing up the working protocols for regula-
tory tasks for years. The NBTC has also
handled tough tasks such as 3G and
4G licence drafts and related auction
procedures.

Mr Takorn was appointed as the
NBTC secretary-general on Jan 5, 2012

for a five-year term. In late 2016 he was
reappointed for a second term, starting
Jan 5, 2017.

“The recruitment of the new secre-
tary-general may be undertaken by the
NBTC board in June,” Mr Takorn said.
The positions will open for both internal
management officers and outsiders.

If the board fails to name a new sec-
retary-general by September, it must
pick a deputy secretary-general to
assume the acting role, he said.

After leaving the post, Mr Takorn said
he may take some rest following years
of “the toughest work in my life”.

Rumours have emerged that Mr
Takorn could be made the new chair-
man of the NBTC board or the minis-
ter of the Digital Economy and Society
(DES) Ministry. He refused to discuss
the matter.

His three deputies who have to leave
their posts in February are Korkij Dan-
chaivichit, in charge of telecom busi-
ness; AM Thanapant Raicharoen, who
handles provincial management; and
Trairat Viriyasirikul, who is responsible
for organisational strategy.

Pisut Ngamvijitvong, a senior ana-
lyst at Kasikorn Securities (KS), said
the upcoming reshuffle is unlikely to

have a critical effect on the industry
because key events for the telecom
sector, particularly the 5G licence auc-
tions scheduled for Feb 16, will have
passed by then.

The NBTC is not the sole agency for
digital and innovation development, he
said, as the National Digital Economy
and Society Committee is also working
on the task.

Mr Pisut said Mr Takorn is an
outstanding official who could be
appointed as DES minister, pushing for-
ward digital transformation through his
excellent ability to cooperate with the
government and other agencies.

“He is a rare official who well under-
stands the telecom, broadcasting and
digital fields while being capable of
coordinating and implementing too,”
Mr Pisut said.

Heis arare
official who well
understands

the telecom,
broadcasting and
digital fields.

PISUT NGAMVIJITVONG
Senior analyst, KS
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